
Rev. Lynne Ogren  Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 
April 21, 2019  Easter Sunday, Year C  Luke 24:1-12 

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

Some time ago there was a trend that encouraged people to be careful about using the 
word “but” in our communication with one another. The idea was to use “and” whenever 
possible. Here are some examples of how these two words function: 

Let’s say I go to the movie with a friend. I could say, “I really enjoyed the movie, but maybe 
next time we could see a comedy.” 

Now I’ll make one small change: “I really enjoyed the movie, and maybe next time we could 
see a comedy.”  

In both sentences I said that I enjoyed the movie. In the first sentence the word “but” 
dismissed that part. It sounds like I really didn’t enjoy the movie because I want to see a 
different kind next time. 

Change the word “but” to “and” and all of sudden my opinion of the movie remains true and 
wanting to see a different kind of movie next time is more of an invitation than a criticism 
of the movie we just watched. 

Using the word “but” cancels out whatever came before it. “You did a great job, but…” 
“Thank you for helping, but…” “I like your new hairstyle, but…” 

Well, you get the idea. So what does this three-letter word have to do with Easter or Jesus 
or Resurrection life? The writer of the Gospel according to Luke uses the word “but” six 
times in this short passage. Let’s see what an impact such a small word can make. 

You might have noticed that I started the gospel reading today with the word, “But”. I did 
that because, first of all, whoever determined that this is the passage to read on this Easter 
Sunday decided to start the sentence with the second word, probably to keep things tidy.  

So by keeping the word “but” to begin that sentence we are reminded that this is not the 
beginning of the story; it is a continuation of what has taken place before it. Last Sunday we 
heard about Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey, having his last Passover supper with 
his disciples, and his arrest and trial that led to his death on a cross.  

Finally, Jesus was buried in a tomb and Luke tells us, “The women who had come with him 
from Galilee followed, and they saw the tomb and how his body was laid. Then they 
returned, and prepared spices and ointment. On the sabbath they rested according to the 
commandment.” 

“BUT on the first day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the 
spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away…” 



When we include the word “But” as it is written, we begin to see the picture that whatever 
happened before it, will be changed and even reversed.   

The women had prepared spices for a corpse. On the morning of the third day after they 
watched Jesus die, “They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went 
in, they did not find the body.” The empty tomb reversed the sight of the lifeless body they 
had put there two nights before. Now those spices were no longer needed! 

Then, when two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them the women were terrified. The 
men said, “He is not here, but has risen.” They reminded the women that Jesus had said to 
his disciples numerous times on their way to Jerusalem that he would die and rise again. 
That reminder transformed the women’s fear into faith.  

The women ran back to the disciples and told them what they had heard, “But these words 
seemed to them an idle tale.” Our translation is pretty nice about that part. A better 
translation would be that the disciples thought the women were crazy, and their words 
were garbage, worthless, nonsense. Here the disbelief of the disciples dismissed the 
witness of the women. 

BUT, Peter felt like it was at least worth going to see for himself. So he got up and ran to the 
tomb. And his amazement at the empty tomb overturned his disbelief. 

Jesus’ body was laid in a tomb, BUT the tomb is empty! 
Jesus died on the cross, BUT he has risen just as he told us he would! 
The women were filled with fear, BUT when they remembered Jesus’ promise, they 
were filled with faith! 
The women announced good news, BUT they were not believed, BUT Peter went to 
see for himself and disbelief turned to amazement! 

That’s the whole point of Jesus’ Resurrection—everything we once knew gets turned on its 
head. 

There is death, but the Resurrection means there is new life! 
There is fear, but God provides faith! 
There is despair, but in Christ there is hope, mercy, grace, and forgiveness! 
We see an end, but God provides a new beginning, a second chance—and a third and 
a fourth and…and…and…! 

Today we remember and rejoice in this resurrection story as told by Luke, and we know 
that there are other storytellers in the world. They will try to tell us that death is the end, 
that we must live up to certain standards to be accepted, that there will always be someone 
who is smarter and wealthier and more powerful so you’d better get used to it. 

BUT, God came to bring light into our darkness and joy to our fear and sadness. By Christ’s 
death and resurrection the sin and brokenness of the world is overturned. 



But, like the disciples sometimes we find this hard to believe. We still see death and 
division and destruction in the world today. Like Peter, we want to see for ourselves that 
resurrection is possible.  

This weekend marks the 20th anniversary of the shooting at Columbine High School. 
Interviews of those who survived and those who lost loved ones have given witness to the 
fact that resurrection, new life, healed life is possible. And all of them said that resurrection 
is an ongoing process. Daily they must find ways to live a new life. Some days that’s easier 
to do than other days.  

We have all experienced illness, broken relationships, struggles to succeed, or the death of 
someone we love. The gravity of these experiences is real, and we have a God who came 
into the world and knows how difficult life can be for us. 

Easter was not a one and done event. Easter is now, it is ongoing. Resurrection life, made 
possible by the resurrection of our Lord and God, happens again and again. 

In Holy Baptism we were made new so that we could become the new witnesses to Christ’s 
resurrection for the world. And so we are always becoming a resurrected people who 
demonstrate the faith, hope, mercy, and forgiveness we have received from God. This is the 
witness we have to give to the world. 

Here at Zion the gathered people are invited to rise from time to time in our worship 
services. For most of us that means standing up. We do that when we pray, when we sing 
our praises, when we listen to the gospel, and when we profess our faith. We use the word 
“rise” rather than “stand” because we are embodying our identity as Resurrection people—
those who rise to live out the joy of Christ’s resurrection in a world that might not believe 
that new life is possible. 

And, we have each other. In this community of faith or in congregations wherever you live, 
we gather to surround and support one another. Here we are reminded that whatever 
seems like the end is the exact place where Christ enters and overturns the powers of death 
to bring forth new life! 

With the Psalmist, let us carry the message of this day, “I shall not die, but live, and declare 
the works of the Lord!”  (Psalm 118:17) 

Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

 


