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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

This is an exciting and unusual day in our congregation. Most years we celebrate with our 
confirmands as they affirm the faith of their baptisms on the festival of Pentecost, the day 
we remember the disciples receiving the Holy Spirit with flames of fire and the ability to 
speak in other languages in order to proclaim the gospel to all the world. But with Easter 
falling where it does this year Pentecost will be in June and we all know that summer 
begins promptly on Memorial Day weekend and getting people together after that is a 
challenge! 

I’m glad it worked out to celebrate with our young people this day, the Second Sunday of 
Easter, sometimes known as Doubting Thomas Sunday. We’ll debunk that myth a bit, but I 
also think it’s OK to say that, like Thomas we need to experience Jesus for ourselves once in 
a while. On this Sunday, we live from the joy—and the confusion—of the empty tomb to 
encounter the risen Christ and receive Jesus’ blessing to continue his ministry. 

Thomas was one of the twelve named disciples. He is listed in all of the gospels with the 
other eleven, and in John’s gospel he even gets some press before the passage we heard 
today. Whenever John introduces Thomas into a story, he adds the descriptor, “also known 
as The Twin.” This winter the author of our women’s Bible studies suggested we put 
ourselves in the role as Thomas’ twin. 

Now I know that even though many twins look very much alike they each have their own 
personalities that make them unique individuals. But if we can see ourselves as Thomas’ 
twin we stand beside him, asking the same questions, and longing for the same things. So, 
let’s get to know our twin, our brother Thomas, and see how our journeys are not so 
different. 

Thomas speaks his first words in John’s gospel when Jesus is on his way to the home of 
Mary and Martha and their brother Lazarus. Lazarus has died and Jesus is taking his 
disciples there so that when he calls Lazarus out of his tomb, the disciples and all the others 
who have gathered to grieve will believe that resurrection is possible.  

So when Jesus announces his intentions to the disciples Thomas pipes up and says, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him!” If Jesus is going to bring new life to one who has died, 
that’s something Thomas not only wants to see for himself but experience for himself! 

The same is true in today’s gospel reading. It’s not so much that Thomas doubts that the 
others have seen Jesus, it’s that he wants to see Jesus for himself! Thomas would have 
heard about the first sighting of Jesus by Mary Magdalene. In John’s gospel Mary went to 
the empty tomb and thought at first that Jesus was the gardener but realized it was him 
when he said her name and then told her to go and tell the others that he had risen.   



Then that evening, for one reason or another, Thomas left the other disciples and when he 
returned they told him that they had seen Jesus, too. Maybe Thomas doesn’t doubt that 
Jesus was raised from the dead, he’s just ticked that he wasn’t there to see him for himself. 
He wants to see their risen Lord and touch him just as the others have.  

We can relate to that, can’t we? We want to see Jesus, too. That’s why stories like the new 
movie “Breakthrough” about the boy who drowned and came back to life are so intriguing.  

It’s also why some Christian churches put so much emphasis on personal testimonies. 
When we hear how God has been made known to one person we want to be able to 
experience something like that happening to us. I think Lutherans could actually do a better 
job of both recognizing our encounters with Jesus and telling others about them.  

Not everyone has a death-to-life story or a grand vision or dramatic encounter with Jesus. 
But Christ does make himself known to us in many ways, and by hearing the stories of 
others we can begin to open our hearts to Christ being made known to us, even if he seems 
disguised as a gardener or our neighbor or our close friend or family member. 

This year we added a new component to our Confirmation program called Confirmation 
Companions. Each of the youth asked an adult other than a parent to accompany them in 
their Confirmation learning. Some chose people from our congregation and others chose a 
family member like a grandparent or an aunt or a godparent. The idea is that our young 
people would form deeper relationships with people of faith so that they might help each 
other recognize and experience Jesus in their lives. 

In our gospel reading today, when Thomas was absent from the other disciples, they had 
locked themselves in that house because they were afraid that what happened to Jesus—
his arrest, trial, and crucifixion—might also happen to them. They were afraid they might 
be persecuted in the same ways. 

Jesus came to them where they were, locked away from the world, locked up by their fear. 
Jesus later came to Thomas in his frustration, meeting his need to see Jesus for himself. In 
both cases, Jesus came to his disciples bringing a word of peace. 

For those of us who have come to know and believe in Jesus all these generations later, 
Jesus comes to us, too—in our fears, in our questions, in our longings to see and hear and 
experience him. Jesus welcomes our questions. Jesus welcomes our frustrations and even 
our doubts, because through these we are seeking him.  

For two years, these four young people have come together to meet God in the words of 
scripture, in Luther’s explanations in the Small Catechism, in their relationships with the 7th 
grade class, with their Confirmation Companions, and here in worship with all of you. Even 
the eldest members of our congregation know that faith is an ever evolving gift from God. 
Sometimes we feel as bold as Thomas, willing to enter into the difficult places in life, 
trusting that Christ will be at work to bring about new life. 



And sometimes we have questions, needing reassurance that Jesus is truly present with us, 
bringing us peace of heart and mind in our most difficult and fearful times. 

In a few moments, the four of you will be asked to affirm your faith by claiming the 
covenant God made with you in Holy Baptism. The first thing to remember is that this 
covenant does not depend on how well we keep our end of it. This is a covenant God makes 
with each person, each of you, and God will always be faithful to it. There is nothing that 
can separate us from God’s love and commitment to us. 

So why do we put you through this thing called Confirmation? What’s the point if God is 
going to love us anyway? The same reason John tells us that he wrote this Gospel of Jesus 
Christ, “so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and 
through believing you may have life in his name.” 

The truth is you will probably recommit yourself to this covenant again and again. Each 
time we baptize someone, each time we receive new members, each class we confirm, is an 
opportunity for all of us to reclaim God’s promises for us and to recommit ourselves to 
living in joyful response to those promises. 

In Holy Baptism God made you a member of God’s family, so we commit to living among 
God’s faithful people where we can learn and grow together as disciples—as Thomas’ twin! 

God promises to speak to us in the words of Scripture and Christ promises to be present in 
the bread and wine of Holy Communion. We commit to showing up, too, by coming to 
worship where we hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper. 

At your baptisms you received the gift of the Holy Spirit, breathed into you just as Jesus did 
to the disciples, and you were marked by the cross of Christ. Today you are acknowledging 
the power of the Spirit at work in your life who leads you to proclaim the Good News of 
Christ in word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to share 
the peace we have received from Christ with those who find themselves locked away by 
their fear or doubts. 

Thomas is a good disciple to be related to. He is enthusiastic and honest and is eager to go 
wherever Jesus leads him. May this day be a day you will remember as a highlight in your 
lives of faith, where you encountered the risen Christ with your friends and your 
congregation beside you. And may your faith in Christ continue to grow and bring you life 
in his name. 

Thanks be to God! Amen  

  


