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The word is near us, on our lips and in our hearts. Amen 

“Make a difference.” This has been the theme that has carried us through this season of 
Lent. It was a season that began with Ash Wednesday, when we faced our own mortality 
and all the ways we fall short of living as God would have us live. We do not love God or our 
neighbor as well as we could.  

So for the past five weeks we have considered how we might make a difference at home, at 
work or school, with our friends & neighbors, and in the larger world. Our Wednesday 
worshipers have come up with some pretty great ideas that have brought our Lenten tree 
to life out in the narthex. I hope you will stop and read some of those leaves today. 

We have one more week to go. On Wednesday we will think about how we might make a 
difference here, in the setting and life of the church. It takes all of us to make up the church. 
We all contribute in one way or another—with our time, our talents, and our treasure. But 
it is not for the sake of the church that we work to make a difference here. 

Our gospel reading today draws us back to the reason we gather, the reason we exist as an 
assembly of believers at all. We are here to gather around Jesus. 

It will be tempting on Wednesday to focus on all the ways we can do things that help out 
with the work and mission of the church. In fact, later this morning you will hear about 
some of the ways you can participate in worship. We need people like Martha who 
prepared and served dinner to Jesus and the others in our gospel reading. The church 
needs people who pay attention to the details and order and workings of the church. And if 
you haven’t participated in any of these ways before, I encourage you to give one or two of 
them a try! 

We do make a difference in the life of the church with the various roles we take on—
assisting in worship, preparing the bulletins, making coffee and serving cookies after 
worship or for a funeral reception, teaching Sunday School or Vacation Bible School, or 
counting the offerings. Like Martha, someone needs to do these things for us to function as 
a congregation. But today the other sister, Mary, draws our attention to Jesus.  

Last Wednesday’s focus on making a difference in the larger world was probably the most 
challenging. We named issues like illegal drug use, poverty, hunger in this country and 
around the world, homelessness and more. These and so many other struggles seem 
overwhelming. We know we are called to act, to make a difference, but our efforts seem like 
such a small drop in such a large sea of pain and systemic dysfunction.  

We might want to argue alongside Judas in our gospel reading today. Why “waste” such an 
extravagant amount of anointing oil when its value could have fed dozens or even 
hundreds of people?  



If the author of John’s gospel had not filled us in on Judas’ true motives, we might find his 
objection reasonable and even just. Judas, of course, didn’t care about the poor. He cared 
about his own pocketbook. 

The words that are even more challenging are Jesus’ response to Judas. “You always have 
the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” 

“You always have the poor with you.” That’s a fact that makes our efforts at making a 
difference in situations of poverty and addiction and tragedy feel almost useless. And yet, 
this is our baptismal calling, to serve all people following the example of Jesus and to strive 
for justice and peace in all the earth. 

Jesus is not discounting his—and our—mission to serve all people, especially the poor and 
those in need of justice. We always have the poor with us. But, in this moment, Mary has 
taken the time to help us also remember that this mission comes from the one who is about 
to serve in the most profound way possible, in giving himself over to death.  

We are empowered to serve all people by Christ, who gave himself into the hands of the 
powers of this world that divide and overpower, especially the poor and those in need. 
When we make the time to come together, here, we not only receive what we need, but we 
give what we have—our time, our talents, and our treasure—to the one we worship and 
adore.  

In our worship our hearts and minds are turned again to the reason we live out this 
mission to serve and love all people. That reason is to give witness to our Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Next week we will journey to the cross again through the retelling of the Passion 
event, the story of Christ’s passionate love for all who believe in him and for the whole 
world.  

When Mary poured out that fragrant, luscious oil to care for and prepare Jesus for death, 
we are given a picture of the love Jesus poured out for us on the cross. It was a generous, 
lavish, permeating love that endures the most difficult and overwhelming situations.  

It is a love that carries us through those difficulties and into something new. The power of 
God’s love for us and for all creation overpowered the finality of sin and death. By Christ’s 
resurrection we have a future beyond the troubles and tragedies humanity faces in this life. 

And so we come together as church, to remember, to worship, and to receive the blessing of 
Jesus’ love and power. It is important that we take the time to do that so that when we face 
the situations that seem overwhelming, we know that we are not alone. We remember that 
any effort we make will make a difference, that God will take what might seem like a little 
and bless it into ripples that spread farther than we could ever imagine. 

 

 



As we left worship on Wednesday evening, one of our worshipers said to me, “I just wish 
we could get people to stop teaching hate.” What is our response? To work harder to teach 
love. This is the love we teach, a love that enters into the sin and death of the world to bring 
about new life. And we can only do that with the love and power of our Savior Jesus Christ 
who has led the way for us. 

Come to worship next week on Palm Sunday and to as many Holy Week services as you can. 
May our journey to the cross encourage us to face whatever difficulties the world sets 
before us, so that with Christ as our guide and our God, we can participate in the ways God 
is making a difference to bring justice and peace to all the earth.  

Thanks be to God. Amen  

 

  



Prayers of Intercession 
 

Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the church, for 
people in need, and for all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of resurrection and new life, inspire your church to reconsider what makes us holy. 
When we despair in our efforts to make a difference in the world, show us Christ’s 
faithfulness to the world you created and love.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Wherever destruction by flood, famine, or fire has devastated land and lives, cause green 
shoots to spring up, giving hope and vision for your promised future. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Where nations are embroiled in chaos and unrest, cut a clear path for your people to follow. 
Lead us in ways of reconciliation, and foretell the new things you prepare. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Wipe away the tears of those who weep under the burdens of illness and despair, especially 
Carlene, Mike, Jessie, and    
 
and Mary Allison as we grieve the death of Art this week. Restore them, and bring them into 
the joy of your presence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Permeate this world with the sweet perfume of Christ’s anointing. Fill your people with 
such gratitude that it spills over into service of those who are poor or in any need.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Accompany those for whom death draws near. Bring us with all your saints to receive the 
abundance of heavenly glory through the covenant Christ sealed in his death and 
resurrection. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways; through 
the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 


