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Before the reading of the gospel: 

Today is the 2nd in a two-part sermon I’m titling “Discipleship for Real Life.” Most of us are 
not the kind of disciples who literally sell all we have and leave our homes behind to follow 
Jesus as some of the disciples in the gospels did. We must live as disciples where we are, in 
our real life at home, at work, and in the community. 

Last Sunday, Jesus told the story of a successful farmer who built larger barns for his 
bumper crops so he could sit back and relax for the rest of his days—which turned out to 
be his last day. If you weren’t here last week you can find that sermon on our church 
website under the Worship tab.  

I invited us to take this past week to think about the excesses and abundance in our lives, to 
consider the reasons we hold onto things or spend our time and money in the ways we do, 
and how all these decisions impact our relationships with God and with others.  

Today we will hear “the rest of the story”. Last week felt more like a time of judgment, or 
what Luther would call the law—the word of God that convicts us and reminds us of our 
need for God. Today Jesus gives us the gospel—the good news of God’s gracious love that 
draws us into fuller relationship with God. 

Luke 12:32-40 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

I just spent another great week at Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp with 9 of our kids. The 
theme for the week was “Transformed Community: God’s Agents of Change” Each day we 
covered a different aspect of God’s transforming work that equips us to live as Jesus’ 
disciples in the world. We began with generosity, then inclusion, compassion, justice, and 
ending with forgiveness.  

At camp the kids were out of their regular routines and with people they had just met or 
with one or two friends in this unique setting. Each day they were more keenly aware of 
what it means to be included or to find others who needed to be invited into an activity 
than when they are home and playing with the friends they know.  

They learned to be compassionate to those who were nervous about being away from 
home, because they were living with each other for six days. There were lots of rules at 
camp and they had to learn that these were meant to provide a community of justice, in 
which sharing of themselves allowed for all ages and abilities to be valued. 

Another way to look at these aspects that transform community is as descriptors of the 
kingdom of God--the kingdom our summer gospel texts have been calling Jesus’ disciples to 
proclaim. This morning Jesus begins this portion of his teaching with the good news that it 
is God’s good pleasure to give us the kingdom! And, like our camp kids, sometimes we need 



to step out of our regular settings and routines to see how we both receive the kingdom 
and share it with others. 

Last week I invited you to take some time to evaluate the excesses in your life. I hope some 
of you did that. Maybe you cleared out a cluttered closet or took a look at your spending 
habits. I know whenever I go on vacation, and even this week at camp, I find so many things 
to do without my beloved television set! And every time I return I tell myself I want to live 
without it at home, too...or at least spend less time on my couch and more time doing things 
that are life-giving to me and to others. 

There are two keys Jesus teaches us today that help us to live and share the kingdom of God 
with more intention. The first is to make space for it in our lives, which allows us to align 
our values to God’s values.  

Pastor Peter Marty writes, “I am convinced that we confuse possessions with treasures...I 
possess my house; I treasure my home. I possess food in the fridge; I treasure nourishment. 
I possess a cell phone; I treasure connecting with people. I possess a car; I treasure the 
freedom it offers. I possess a heart; I treasure love.” 

Jesus tells us to sell our possessions and give to the poor because it is important to 
remember that the treasure of God’s kingdom is more valuable than the possessions of the 
world. Like last week’s lesson, we know that there are things that prevent us from living 
with generosity, inclusion, compassion, justice, and forgiveness.  

And often those things--the stuff we hold onto and our selfish indulgences--are based on 
fear...fear of not having enough, fear of not being enough, fear that our true self will be 
revealed. 

Once again Jesus says, “Do not be afraid.” God knows who we are and what we need and 
gladly gives us the treasures of the kingdom, which become the gifts we use to proclaim the 
kingdom of God to others. We can be more generous when we recognize God’s generosity 
to us. God brought a sinful humanity into relationship through Jesus, and that truth helps us 
to be more inclusive with others.  

God showers us with compassion, having entered into our hurts and failures to bring 
healing and hope. God’s grace is given freely to us through our baptisms, naming and 
claiming us with all that makes us unique and precious, which opens our hearts to see and 
appreciate each person as God sees and loves them. 

The other key to living within the kingdom of God is a sense of awareness of God’s presence 
and activity in the world. It’s about being attentive to God as we experience the kingdom 
wherever we are. Kingdom life is about living with the expectation that God is near--in, 
with, and among us in our daily lives. 

When we first moved to Montana we were told that it was not if we would one day hit a 
deer but when. I remember coming home from Billings late at night with Kris 
Descheemaeker after our return flight from Stephen Leader training. As we turned at Grass 
Range and headed toward Lewistown, I was surprised at the number of deer she saw and 



slowed down for. Kris has driven that stretch of highway her whole life. Her eye is trained 
to see deer, scanning the sides of the roads, looking for their eyes reflected in her 
headlights, or seeing the flick of their ears...even in the dark! She was alert and ready for 
action! 

Sometimes it seems that God’s presence and activity is as elusive as a deer in the dark on 
the side of the road. But the more we look for God, the more we will see and be ready to 
respond as we are able.  

God is made visible in acts of generosity, inclusion, compassion, justice, and forgiveness. 
Earlier this summer our Vacation Bible School kids were asked to share their “God 
sightings” each morning. Where had they seen God bring goodness to places that were 
difficult or scary or unfair? Children are very good at identifying these situations in the 
world and seeing acts of care and concern as the activity of God. 

Maybe our faith exercise for this week is to talk or write about these things each day. 
Where do we find fear, need, isolation, or hurt in the world? How did we experience God’s 
power to bring hope, healing, and grace?  

It is likely that we will see those things in the attitudes and actions of other people, which 
we can trust is the Spirit of God at work in those people to be God’s agents of 
transformation in our community. We never know when we will be called upon to serve as 
God’s presence for others. But we need to be ready, having removed the things that block 
our view of God and being attentive to God’s presence in the world around us. 

All of this can seem overwhelming. How can we keep our eyes and hearts open to all the 
needs of the world? Remember that God places us where we are to learn the lay of the land 
in the communities where we live.  

As we form caring relationships with those around us, we will learn to see God at work and 
how we are being called to serve as Christ’s heart and hands to those in need of God’s love 
and grace. 

This is discipleship for “real life”—free from distractions, we are ready and waiting to be 
God’s blessing in the world. And like the waiting and watchful servants in Jesus’ teaching, 
we become more aware of how God serves us, especially through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

Discipleship for real life involves giving to others what we have first received from God--
the gifts of generosity, inclusion, compassion, justice, and forgiveness which we receive by 
faith in God’s presence and promises.  

With the words of today’s Psalm, let us pray:  
Our innermost being waits for you, O Lord, our helper and our shield. 
Surely, our heart rejoices in you, for in your holy name we put our trust. 
Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, be upon us, even as we place our hope in you. Amen 

Psalm 33:20-22 


