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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Did you hear about the 16 year old who won 3 million dollars for winning a video game 
tournament? When asked what he’ll do with the money he said he planned to save most of 
it. He’s going into 11th grade this year and with the way college tuition costs are, he may 
need a big chunk of that 3 mil just for his education! 

What would you do with 3 million dollars? I’ve wondered from time to time, if I were a 
millionaire or billionaire how would I make choices about that kind of wealth? What would 
be my pet projects? What kinds of indulgences would I treat myself to? Wouldn’t it be nice 
to give my kids whatever they needed or go on exciting travel adventures? 

I can dream about what it would be like to have that kind of wealth, but it is unlikely to 
happen—especially with my chosen career! 

The fact is, when we look at the global population, I would find myself in the category of 
“wealthy” compared to a lot of places in the world. We own our home. There’s plenty of 
food in the kitchen on any given day. I have more clothes and shoes than I need. I am able to 
help out our kids with minor things once in a while and I contribute to the church and to 
causes I care about. 

Our gospel reading today can take us in a couple of directions. We can either wish we had 
more wealth than we do—like the brother who is eager for his inheritance—and sit in 
judgment over those who have more than we do—like it seems we should with the  
successful farmer. Or we can reflect on how this passage might speak to us. (Spoiler 
alert…I’m going with the 2nd choice!) 

Chapter 12 in Luke’s gospel begins a longer portion of Jesus teaching how the life of 
discipleship influences the way we approach everyday life—family, work, and the choices 
we must make in caring for ourselves and others. If you were one of my confirmation youth 
and had to fill out a Worship Note form, you might find it challenging to hear the “good 
news” in our readings today.  

The author of Ecclesiastes, is moaning about how much work he has to do—work that God 
has given him—and that when he dies his property and accomplishments will go to others 
who may or may not care for them as he did. In the Colossians reading it feels as if we are 
being scolded for all our selfish tendencies. And the gospel text ends with a farmer who 
dies before being able to enjoy the fruit of his labors. 

The good news can be hard to find. And maybe that’s OK. Maybe this week we can spend 
some time pondering who we are and what we have and how that all fits into our lives as 
disciples of Jesus. Let’s look at this week as Part 1 of a two-part sermon on “Discipleship for 
Real Life.” 



We’ll consider three questions today. 

First, what do I have that I feel compelled to hold onto or to save up? Years ago there were 
a series of bumper stickers that read “The one who dies with the most fill in the blank 
wins!” I might fill in the blank with yarn! For some it is fabric, for others it’s trophy mounts, 
or a collection of any sort. Many people have a penchant for collecting which isn’t wrong 
necessarily. The gospel passage causes us to step back and recognize our abundance.  

Where is there excess in our lives? And how is that taking up space? Maybe our excesses 
take up physical space. Apparently one out of ten households in the U.S. rents storage 
space. When I was a kid the garage was not used to park the car in, it was used to store our 
stuff. 

But maybe the excesses in our lives are reflected in how we spend our money. As a society 
we eat out more than we used to. In this part of the country a goodly amount of money is 
spent on gas and upkeep of our cars because of the long distances, harsh weather, and 
rough roads. Cars are necessary for most of us. But we might want to reflect on where we 
are travelling and how often.  

This leads us to think about how we spend our time. I will confess that I watch WAY too 
much TV. I have wondered what it would be like to cancel my cable subscriptions, including 
Netflix. How would I spend my time if television were not an option? Our other electronic 
devices can suck up time like nobody’s business! When do you lose time?  

Write this down for your reflection time this week. Stuff, money, and time—where is the 
excess? 

The next question is, “What are my reasons for holding onto these things?” The story Jesus 
tells about the successful farmer who builds bigger barns is not about cashing in our 
retirement savings and living from day to day. However, we need to consider how we make 
decisions about the assets we have.  

Do we save out of fear of what the future might hold? I would imagine our farmers and 
ranchers make choices about saving and storing up feed and supplies because it only takes 
one bad winter or one dry growing season to know how dangerous it is to be caught short. 
That’s just wise stewardship. Fear of the unknown, however, can cause us to live with an 
attitude of scarcity rather than an attitude of generosity. 

One of the reasons so many people are filling up storage units is out of sentiment. When a 
grandparent or parent dies the children are left to decide what to do with their things. Will 
we dishonor our loved one if we get rid of their favorite pie plate—even if it’s chipped?  

It’s also tough to decide when to keep things for those “just in case” moments. Can we be 
honest with ourselves about whether we need ALL of what we hang onto? The challenge is 
to determine what holds meaning for us, what is wise to save, and when it will be OK to let 
things go. 



One of the ways we can evaluate all that is to ask the third question, how are my 
“treasures” keeping me from being in relationship with others? That’s really the bottom 
line for our gospel reading today. If the man who approached Jesus was getting along with 
his brother he wouldn’t have needed anyone to arbitrate for him. Somehow he thinks his 
life will be better after he gets his share of the inheritance. He is living in an imagined 
future rather than finding contentment in his present circumstances. And His discontent is 
causing a rift in his family. 

The farmer in the story speaks only of himself—I will build larger barns to store my grain 
and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul…eat, drink and be merry! He plants and saves 
only for himself. Even though the Teacher of Ecclesiastes complains about the fact that his 
work and accomplishments will be enjoyed by others after he is gone, at least he recognizes 
that fact and can make choices to build and plant in ways that benefit those who come after 
him.  

The story of the farmer ends this way: “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your 
life is being demanded of you.” Through Holy Baptism our lives are being demanded of us, 
too. The demand on our life as children of God is to promote life in whatever ways we are 
able. Yes, sometimes we make choices for our own life and well-being. But we are also 
called to be about the bringing of life to others—our families, our neighbors, and anyone 
we have the opportunity to help. 

The life we have to offer may or may not have to do with our stuff or our money. As 
disciples of Jesus Christ we are sent out into the world to proclaim that the kingdom of God 
has come near, which is the life we have been given by God in Jesus Christ. 

God gives us life, real life, through forgiveness—freeing us from the burden of sin. God 
gives us real life by way of the Holy Spirit, breathing into us creativity and inspiration, 
hope, and a drive to minister to the people and places around us. God gives us real life—
eternal life—by destroying the power of death through the death, and resurrection of the 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Jesus has more to say after this passage today. But those who designed the lectionary have 
us stop here, pondering how we might live in ways that are “rich toward God.” We won’t 
address that today. Instead, may this week be a time of reflection on what we have—
ourselves, our time, and our possessions—as we remember that these are truly signs of 
God’s gracious love.  

Thanks be to God. Amen 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in need, and all 

of your creation. 

A brief silence. 

God our provider, we pray for the church, especially for the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America and its members who gather this week in its Churchwide Assembly. Inspire the 

celebration of God’s varied works throughout the church. Instill your peace in the midst of the 

work you have called us to and the deliberations that will take place. Shape the work of the 

church according to your will for the whole world. For the life of the church, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

God, our creator, Your creation longs for generous care. Give growth to the fields, strength to 

farmers, ranchers, and laborers who toil in summer’s heat, and wisdom to us to respect and share 

earth’s bounty. Keep firefighters in your care and protect wildlife where fires rage.  

For the life of creation, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

God, our healer and strength, Your people in this congregation praise you and pray for your 

almighty help. Comfort those who suffer from anxiety, depression, or stress. Provide for those in 

need, especially Jessie, Wyatt, Paul, Colton.  

 

Send rest and comfort to all who are bowed down, especially those who are grieving in El Paso 

and Dayton this weekend. For the life of the weary, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

God, our help, Your communities near and far lack basic resources. Supply work, food, and 

health care for all who are in need. Bring relief to those who are overworked. Bless our support 

of Lutheran World Relief and other local service agencies whose ministries are an extension of 

our congregation’s mission. For the life of those in need, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

God, our hope, Your saints who have died now rest in your merciful care. Comfort us in faith 

and love as we continue our labor on earth. For the life that never ends, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the power of 

your Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 


