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The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. Amen 

The portion from Luke’s gospel we read today is the first of Jesus’ public acts of ministry. In 
John’s gospel Jesus’ first sign was the transformation of water into wine. For Luke, Jesus 
begins his ministry in the synagogue, among his friends and neighbors, claiming the 
fulfilment of Isaiah’s ancient prophecy.  

At first the people were amazed by what Luke describes as “the gracious words that came 
out of [Jesus’] mouth.” They seem surprised that this young man whom they have watched 
grow up under the roof of their neighbor Joseph could speak like that. 

But it doesn’t take long for their surprise to turn to anger, even rage! Sometimes I think we 
remember this passage in a way that has the people speaking the accusations against Jesus, 
angry that he won’t perform miracles here at home. But it is Jesus revealing the truth in 
their hearts with the predictions “Doctor, cure yourself!” and “Do for us what you are doing 
for others!”  

Let’s pause there for a moment. These words sound vaguely familiar, don’t they?  

“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, the chosen one!” 
And “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 

Those were the jeers that were hurled at Jesus as he hung on the cross. In this first of his 
public acts, Jesus prophesies to the rejection he will face—not only on the cross but 
throughout Luke’s gospel. And this isn’t the first time we have heard that this is how Jesus 
will be received. 

Remember old Simeon, the man who greeted Mary and Joseph when they brought baby 
Jesus to the temple when he was just eight days old? Simeon told Mary that Jesus was 
would be a sign that will be opposed, revealing the inner thoughts of many. That’s the 
problem, isn’t it? Jesus has a way of revealing who we really are, what we really think, our 
authentic feelings and reactions to the world AND to the good news he is bringing into the 
world. Jesus has come to proclaim both the truth of God’s grace and the truth of our human 
brokenness.  

And often, those are truths we don’t like to hear. Do you remember a time when you were 
offended by the gospel? Offended by Jesus?  

This past month the extended government shutdown has caused middle class Americans to 
see what it is like to be poor. Those who were able to provide rather well for their families 
found that within a month they were receiving handouts from their communities and social 
service agencies, they were grocery “shopping” at food banks, and worried they might 
become “homeless”.  



The sad reality is that almost 80% of Americans say they live paycheck to paycheck. Now I 
am not an economist but if people feel like they are living paycheck to paycheck and have 
not saved enough money to get by for even one month, then most of us sitting here are just 
one crisis away from becoming poor.  

But for those who have managed to gather a healthy savings and invested in ways you 
could access extra cash, if necessary, how do you feel about Jesus saying that he has come 
to bring good news to the poor?  

What about release to the captives? Would we worry if Jesus showed up today and said 
these words? What would happen if the 1.3 million people in state prisons were released?  

And what about the refugees who feel oppressed in their own countries and are travelling 
miles and miles in dangerous conditions to find safety? How do we feel about Jesus letting 
the oppressed go free? 

From this pulpit you have heard me preach that we are all oppressed or held captive, 
spiritually or emotionally, that we might at one time or another hear these words of 
freedom and grace for us. And I stand by those sermons. 

At first the people in the synagogue were amazed by Jesus reading these words from Isaiah 
and declaring that he had come to fulfill them. God’s word should amaze us! It is GOOD 
news! But can we handle it if the good news is also good news for people who are 
financially poor or live in actual prisons or are oppressed by corrupt governments and 
excessive crime?  

Jesus knows that the people’s initial response of amazement and their complimentary 
words for him will soon fade because Jesus means what he says. He has come to make a 
difference in the world, to usher in the reign of God, a reign that is founded in love for all 
people of every nation. That includes prisoners, and those whose paychecks have ended for 
one reason or another, and those who are trapped either by their own choices or by no 
fault of their own.  

It angered Jesus’ listeners when he reminded them that Elijah did not feed any of the many 
widows in Israel, only the foreign widow and her son. It angered them when they 
remembered Elisha who healed the Syrian soldier Naaman, when so many in Israel also 
suffered from leprosy. It angered them that Jesus was not just “their” savior. He was their 
neighbor, their friend they grew up with. Why wouldn’t he help out his own people, if not 
exclusively, at least first before going out to those OTHER people? 

Who are the “others” in our world today? I’ll let you answer that for yourself. 

But we are not left there, being amazed and then bewildered and even angry at Jesus. 
Remember, we live on this side of the resurrection. The gospel story today foreshadows the 
rejection and death of Jesus. But it also prophesies to Jesus’ resurrection, as he 
miraculously walks through the angry crowd.  The good news that Jesus preached and lived 
is that God is always bringing life out of death.  



Following worship today we will hold our annual congregational meeting. There is so much 
to celebrate in our life together! Last year we supported more than a dozen organizations 
that are ministering to the poor, the imprisoned, and others with various needs in this 
community and around the world. We have an active Sunday School and Rainbow Choir 
that teach our elementary children the love of Jesus with the leadership of great staff and 
volunteers. We are finding more and more ways to help different generations form caring 
relationships with one another. Our church council is committed to learning and growing 
as faithful leaders. 

This morning you will hear about our growing emphasis on faith formation for all ages. 
Paul’s letter reminds us that we must be informed and challenged to grow in faith 
throughout our lifetime. That means we need to pay attention to the way the gospel 
challenges us as well as the way it comfort us with good news. As we develop and change in 
each season of life our faith can deepen to give us the strength we need to live as God’s 
people wherever the Spirit leads us. 

This is as true for us individually as it is for us as a congregation. How might we grow in 
faith together? How can we love the world as God love us—with patience and kindness, 
bearing all things with hope in God’s promised future for all people? 

The kind of love Jesus lived and preached is not an easy love. We are not capable of this 
kind of love that looks more at that need of others than our own. That is why God created 
us to be in community so that together we would be fed and formed by the love of God 
made known in the Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.  

As we celebrate our present ministry and look ahead into our future as a congregation, may 
we be guided by the life changing and challenging mission of Jesus. And may the love of God 
flow in us and from us as we minister to the world as the body of Christ.  

Thanks be to God. Amen 


