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Deuteronomy 30:9-14; Colossians 1:1-14; Luke 10:25-37 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

No matter where you stand on any of the larger issues of our day, it seems the Bible is often 
used to promote or denounce one side or the other. People can find Bible verses to support 
the rights of LGBTQ people and others can find verses to condemn them. The same is true 
for immigration and abortion and just about any other hot topic in the headlines. 

It’s called “proof texting” when one verse or passage from the Bible is quoted to prove that 
one position or the other is the “right” one. It’s a dangerous practice. Sometimes we need to 
consider the historical context, who the original audience was, or even the style of writing 
when we consider what a Bible passage has to say—especially what it has to say to us who 
live in a different time and place than those who first heard and read those words. 

As Lutherans we teach that we are to read the Bible in conversation with itself to interpret 
a fuller meaning. Each Sunday we are given three readings and a Psalm, assigned by what is 
known as the Revised Common Lectionary.  

Some Sundays it’s a challenge to make connections to the four Scripture passages. And 
some Sundays they fit together like pieces of a puzzle that make the picture complete. 
Today is one of those days. We can get a fuller picture of this familiar parable when we read 
it in light of the whole Bible. 

Proof texting happened in Jesus’ day, too. Any Jewish person would have known the core 
teachings of the Torah—the Law given by Moses to the people of Israel. The Torah is found 
in the first five books of the Old Testament, so even back then it was easier to pull out a few 
key verses that summed up the Law. There’s nothing really wrong with that, except when 
we miss something that fills out the easy to remember parts. 

That’s a lot of what Jesus’ ministry was all about—filling out, filling in, making our 
understanding and relationship with God fuller. Today’s gospel reading is an example of 
that. So we will look at some of the other readings we heard today to help us piece together 
a more complete picture of what Jesus is teaching—about God and about us. 

I invite you to follow along in your bulletins, feel free to underline some things or make 
notes so you can go home and put those in your own Bibles to remember the next time you 
come across this passage on your own! 

Let’s start with the Old Testament reading in Deuteronomy. This book is Moses’ very long 
last sermon to the Israelites before they crossed the Jordan River into the Promised Land. 
He is reminding them of all they have learned over their 40 years together in the 
wilderness.  

Some of that learning includes the laws they have received from God. Moses refers to one of 
them that the lawyer in our gospel passage quotes today: “…turn to the LORD your God 
with all your heart and with all your soul.” This law is repeated again and again in both the 



Old and New Testaments. It’s probably the hardest to keep so we need to hear it over and 
over. 

It comes, of course, from the first Commandment—“I am the LORD your God. You shall 
have no other gods before me.” But not just have only one God, we are to love God with all 
we have—heart, soul, and mind. Moses encourages us today, “Surely, this 
commandment…is not too hard for you, nor is it too far away…No, the word is very near to 
you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe.” 

Now here’s another mistake we often make when we read the Bible. We think God is 
talking just to me, individually. Unfortunately, in English the word “you” is used for both 
the singular and the plural. Remember, Moses is speaking to the people—the whole nation 
of Israel. The “you” in verse 11 is plural. 

The truth is this commandment is hard for me to keep on my own. Moses is encouraging 
the people to keep the commandment together, to love God with all of our heart and soul—
as a community. The word is very near, in the mouths and hearts of the people God gathers 
into communities of faith—like this one!  

Professor Matt Skinner from Luther Seminary reminds us that loving God is “not a bar to 
live up to but an environment to live into.” We can love God best when loving God is part of 
our community’s DNA. Our acts of mercy as individuals are born out of the love we know 
and have received in the community of God’s faithful people. 

That’s where the lawyer in our gospel reading goes off track. He comes back to the singular 
asking, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” So, let’s look a little more closely at these 
introductory verses to the parable. 

“Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.” When is the last time we saw Jesus being put to 
the test? It happened in the wilderness back in Luke 4, and Satan was the one testing Jesus. 
Each test was meant to turn Jesus away from God, to make Jesus rely on his own power, or 
to worship Satan. Now the lawyer stands in Satan’s place, testing Jesus to see if he will take 
the bait and focus on the individual to keep the law rather than the community. 

“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” he asks. Jesus turns the lawyer’s attention to Jewish 
law and he rightly answers with the two easy to remember passages—“You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” Good answer, Jesus says. Remember, 
“your” is plural—as they say in the South “all y’all” shall love the Lord your God, and love 
your neighbor as your corporate self, as part of your community.  

And notice that Jesus doesn’t answer the question of the lawyer. He wanted to know “Who 
is my neighbor?” The story teaches how to be a neighbor. The priest could have been a 
better neighbor. The Levite could have been a better neighbor. But it is the Samaritan, the 
outsider, who lives the life of a neighbor showing mercy to others. 

Notice, too, that the man in the ditch is not labeled. It doesn’t seem to matter who he is—
priest, Levite, Israelite, Samaritan, or Gentile. It is the action of the Samaritan that defines 
the character of “neighbor”. 



This brings us to our reading from the letter to the Colossians. The intro to this reading tells 
us that this letter was written to warn its readers of various false teachings. It seems Jesus 
was doing the same thing. Rather than assigning levels of worth to different kinds of 
people, Jesus calls all people to live as neighbors, people who help one another and show 
mercy to anyone in need. 

The letter to the Colossians prays for its readers, that “you may be filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will…so that you may lead lives worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 
him, as you bear fruit in every good work and as you grow in the knowledge of God.” 

Our good works, our living as neighbor to those in need around us, comes out of our 
relationship with God—as a community of faith. After all, it is God who saw the need of 
humanity and had compassion on us. God came to the world in the person of Jesus Christ 
and lifted us out of the despair of the ditch of sin and death, and raised us to new life. 

Our neighborly actions are born and raised in community, in congregations like this one. 
Here the knowledge, love, and mercy of God is proclaimed and praised when we gather 
together. We carry that knowledge, love, and mercy of God with us as we are sent out into 
the world we are called to serve. 

This parable wakes us up to our calling to live as neighbors, like the one who showed 
mercy. How we choose to respond to people in need, both locally and globally, will reflect 
who we are as God’s beloved children, who know what it means to have been saved by 
God’s grace.  

Let us recommit ourselves to living in community as a people God has gathered in this 
place and this time to be about God’s work of mercy in the world. Then when we are tested 
by the forces that would draw us from God we will have the love of God in our hearts and 
souls and minds to lead us to live as neighbors to the people and the world God so loves. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

  



Prayers of Intercession 
Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church in its diversity in every denomination, steadfast and faithful in its mission to 
proclaim God’s love and grace through Christ Jesus; for all ministers of the gospel who 
proclaim that the word is near, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For areas affected by drought or storms, especially the Gulf Coast and the Midwest; for 
livestock and fields; for ranchers and farmers; and for all stewards of the earth, that as 
God’s goodness is revealed in creation, we act with justice toward all creatures, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For lawyers and advocates; for local, regional, and national governments; and for peace 
throughout the world, that God send gracious and upright leaders to govern with mercy 
and truth, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who feel ashamed; for those who find it difficult to trust; for the bereaved and 
sick, especially for Jessie and for Wyatt Leininger receiving treatments for Hodgkin’s 
lymphoma, and for Bill Leininger recovering from a heart attack and the placing of a stent, 
that God provide compassionate and loving caregivers to all who suffer, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the members of the body of Christ in this place; for those who do good works in our 
midst, especially for our Stephen Ministers; for those who are visiting us today and those 
who are absent, that the Holy Spirit guide all the journeys of our lives, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For our ancestors who have inspired us by their lives of faith, that thankful for their 
witness, we can confidently proclaim our salvation, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We 
commend these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord.  
Amen. 


