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Colossians 2:6-7; Luke 11:1-13 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

A couple of years ago Eric and I went to a branding on the Olson ranch. It was quite a party! 
Folks from neighboring ranches came to help out and everyone brought their kids. In 
addition to all the hard work going on, the kids were practicing their roping skills and 
chasing each other around, friends caught up on the latest family news and told old stories, 
and there was food—lots and lots of food! 

It reminded me a lot of church—multiple generations gathered together, carrying on 
traditions, telling the stories of God’s people, doing the work than needs to be done, and 
teaching the next generations how to do it. 

One of my favorite moments was when the smaller calves were ready to be branded. The 
older kids who thought they were ready were given the chance to rope a calf and bring it 
out of the corral. Then, when an adult had gotten the calf on its side, one of the younger 
kids went to the head end and another to the tail end to hold it down. But they didn’t do 
that alone.  

Each of those kids on the ground had an adult—a dad or mom or aunt or uncle—who sat 
down behind them and wrapped their bodies around them. Not only were they there to 
help the kids hold the calf, but I could also see them talking into the ear of the child they 
were wrapped around. I’m guessing they were giving the kids tips about how to hold the 
calf in safe and secure ways—both for their safety and the safety of the calf. 

That is the picture of ranching formation. These kids learn a lot about ranching just from 
watching and being involved in the day to day chores and rhythms. And every now and 
then they get specific instruction, the dos and don’ts that help them grow into capable and 
caring ranchers themselves. 

As I watched these families I thought, this is a great image of what faith formation is like, 
too. We learn what it means to live our lives in Christ Jesus by living in community with 
other believers. Often times those believers are in our homes. Whenever I ask folks to tell 
me who taught them what it means to be a Christian, most people say it was one or both of 
their parents.   

Not all of us were raised in a family of faith, so your faith formation maybe happened in a 
congregation, or at a camp experience, or with friends who surrounded you with God’s 
love. The reason each of us is here today is because we had a connection to a person or a 
group of people who lived the example of faith for us and along the way taught us a few 
things about following Jesus. 

In our gospel reading today we are continuing on Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem. He made that 
turn back in chapter 9 in Luke’s gospel and we have been learning what it means to follow 



Jesus, to be his disciples, and to live in a way that is rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, as Paul said to the Colossians. 

Throughout Luke’s gospel we find Jesus in the act of praying. Every time something 
significant happens Jesus has been praying or he follows up an event with prayer. 

 At Jesus’ baptism, as he was praying the Holy Spirit descended on him like a dove. 
 As the crowds pressed in on him, following him everywhere he went, Jesus 

withdrew to a quiet place to pray. 
 Before he selected his 12 closest disciples, Jesus prayed. 
 On the mountain with James and John, as he was praying Jesus was transfigured, 

shining with the brightness of his divine glory. 1 

Prayer was part of the rhythm of Jesus’ life. And all this praying did not go unnoticed by his 
followers. In our gospel reading today they find him in the act of prayer and they ask him to 
teach them how to pray. Lutherans are sometimes known to be rather shy about praying, 
especially in front of others, so let’s look at Jesus’ instruction as being for us, too. 

What should be included in a prayer? How do we address God? Jesus tells us to begin with 
“Father, hallowed be your name.” 

“Father” was a common way for the Jews of Jesus’ day to address God. Here Jesus reminds 
us that we can approach God as intimately as we approach our own parent. And if your 
relationship with your mother or father is or was a difficult one, in God the Father we have 
a parent who truly loves us for who we are and wants the very best for us.  

“…hallowed be your name” reminds us that God is holy, divine, and that his name is above 
all other names we might call to for help. Luther teaches us in the Small Catechism that we 
are to use God’s name “to call on, pray to, praise, and give thanks to God.” And so our 
prayers are to begin with giving honor to God and remembering that God is God and we are 
not. 

“Your kingdom come” is the next part of Jesus’ prayer. In our gospel readings these last few 
weeks Jesus and his disciples proclaim that “the kingdom of God has come near.” We know 
God’s presence in the person of Jesus Christ and in the Holy Spirit who came to Jesus in his 
baptism and comes to us in ours. In this part of the Lord’s Prayer we claim that promise for 
God to be present and active in our lives and in the world. 

Notice in these next petitions the use of the word “us”. Give us, forgive us, and do not bring 
us to the time of trial. Even as we might pray this prayer on our own from time to time, we 
are praying that God would give, forgive, and save any and all who call upon the Father.  

When we pray “give us each day our daily bread” we are asking that the necessities of life 
be given to us and to all. And as we recognize God’s hand in giving us our daily bread, we 
are more aware of how we might share what we have with others. 

                                                        
1 Luke 3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:28-29 



Who might be in need of forgiveness? As we trust in God’s forgiveness for us we also claim 
our role as a messenger of that good news to others. And who is in need of saving? Who is 
facing a time of trial and in need of a Savior? Even as we recognize our own need for 
forgiveness this petition opens our eyes to seeing the struggles of those around us so that 
we can lead them into the safety of God’s care. 

We pray these petitions for ourselves, even as we pray them on behalf of all of God’s 
children. 

Luke follows this teaching about how to pray with the story of the pushy neighbor and 
rhetorical questions about whether we would give our children snakes or scorpions instead 
of the food they need. Both of these are meant to say that if even reluctant human beings 
and earthly parents will provide for those in our care, we can surely trust in God to be even 
more generous than that! 

Jesus teaches us to be persistent and to persevere in our praying. We are never bothering 
God or taking up too much of God’s time! We never need to grovel or make deals with God. 
Ask, Jesus says, seek, and knock with confidence that God is always ready to hear us and to 
bless us, so that as a community who is rooted and built up in Christ we can participate in 
God’s kingdom breaking in to the world around us. 

Remember that image of the adult wrapped around the child to help them learn and grow 
as a rancher? As Jesus’ disciples we are called to wrap ourselves around others with the gift 
of prayer to help them grow in faith as they learn to trust in God. Let us be bold to pray as 
Jesus taught us so that the kingdom of God would be made known in us and through us. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

  



Prayers of Intercession 
 
Treasuring your promise to hear us when we call, we pray for the church, those in need, 
and all of your creation. 

A brief silence. 

Merciful God, you know your church. Guard and keep the whole body of Christ. Increase in 
us strength, love, and peace so that we are a blessing to the world. Hear us as we pray, 
Your kingdom come, O Lord. 
 
Merciful Creator, you know the work of your hands. Guard and keep your creation. Bless 
the work of those who tend the earth’s resources and who seek to provide abundantly for 
all. Hear us as we pray, 
Your kingdom come, O Lord. 
 
Merciful King, you know the nations, and you are the head of every ruler and authority. 
Guard and keep the world in justice and mercy, and let the words of your mouth bring 
peace on earth. Your kingdom come. Hear us as we pray, 
Your kingdom come, O Lord. 
 
Merciful Lord, you know our needs. Guard and keep those who are hungry, those who are 
victims of violence or oppression, and those who are weary from illness. We pray especially 
for Jessie, Wyatt, and Paul. Give us today our daily bread. Hear us as we pray, 
Your kingdom come, O Lord. 
 
Merciful God, you know our congregation. Guard and keep those who enrich us with the gift 
of music in this place, proclaiming the gospel in song as did Johann Sebastian Bach, 
Heinrich Schütz, and George Frederick Handel whom we commemorate today. In all our 
praise, hallowed be your name. Hear us as we pray, 
Your kingdom come, O Lord. 
 
Merciful Lord, you know your saints. Guard and keep those faithful departed and those 
whose final days draw near, especially Polly Weichel’s mother. Inspire our confidence in 
you until that day when we are all raised in the power and glory of Christ.  
Hear us as we pray, 
Your kingdom come, O Lord. 
 
All these things and more we ask in the name of our risen Lord, Jesus Christ, by the power 
of your Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 


