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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Welcome to Missionary Training 101! In last Sunday’s gospel, Jesus called more people to be 

his disciples. It was a hard choice for some of them as they considered their responsibilities to 

their families and community, and whether they could handle the challenges of the life to which 

Jesus was calling them. Jesus told one prospective disciple, “Foxes have holes and birds of the 

air have nests but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.” Basically, following Jesus does 

not mean living a life of luxury or status or power.  

In today’s passage it looks like at least 70 people answered the call! And now Jesus is giving 

them their first practical lesson. He gives a few instructions and sends them off! Wow! It took 

me five years of seminary classes, a chaplaincy internship at a hospital, and two years in a 

congregation before I was sent here to serve the gospel. 

Have you ever thought about being a minister or missionary? Let’s see a show of hands.  

Well, guess what. When you came to the font for Holy Baptism, as Jaxon did this morning, you 

and I were welcomed into the family of God and given a commission like that of the disciples in 

our gospel reading. We heard it at the end of that list of commitments the parents and sponsors 

make on behalf of the child so that he will learn... 

● to proclaim Christ through word and deed 

● to care for others and the world God made 

● and work for peace and justice. 

This calling belongs to all of us as disciples of Jesus and children of God. In the back of our 

bulletins we are all named as “disciples”. Being a minister doesn’t necessarily mean we have a 

special title. And being a missionary might not mean that we’ll go to another part of the world to 

bring the good news of God to others. We can serve the gospel right here, with the people we 

encounter every day. 

Let’s look at how Jesus prepares these first missionaries--and us. First, he pairs them up. No one 

goes alone into the world. Second, he sends them to places he is planning to go to himself. So 

whatever they do to bring the gospel does not rely entirely on their abilities. Their job is to 

prepare the way of the Lord! Salvation and transformation is ultimately God’s work, not theirs. 

And then he gives them some simple instructions. Bring a blessing of peace, accept the 

hospitality of those who welcome you, cure the sick, and preach the good news, “The kingdom 

of God has come near.” And for those who do not welcome you, do not threaten them. Just leave 

behind what you have experienced there, like the dust on your feet, and leave them with the same 

good news that the kingdom of God HAS come near.  

How might these instructions translate into our world today? 

 

 



We remember that we are not ministers of the gospel alone. We are in this together! We gather 

here to be refreshed in the good news of Jesus Christ, to be fed at his table and strengthened to 

serve as his ambassadors when we leave here. With Jaxon’s baptism today we were reminded 

that God calls us to live in Christian community. We encourage one another as fellow disciples 

and support one another in our lives of faith.  

We are trying to figure out how to get people together among our congregation. We have great 

programs for the kids and families are really good about bringing kids to Sunday School, 

Rainbow Choir, and Confirmation. We have a faithful group who come downstairs after worship 

for fellowship, and for Adult Forum during the school year.  

Over the years our adult choir has served as a great opportunity for Christian fellowship. We 

have three women’s bible study groups that are open to new participants. And our quilters are 

always looking for more hands! 

If you have an idea for a Bible study group, a conversation group, or an activity that would draw 

you to come for Christian fellowship, I invite you to write that down on a piece of scratch paper 

or on the back of your offering envelope and put that in the offering plate today. 

Worship is an important start for our lives together. Let’s see if we can come up with some other 

ways to build fellowship!  

The first instruction Jesus gave his missionaries was to bring a blessing of peace to those they 

met. Worship is our training ground to sharing the peace of Christ with others. It might seem 

awkward to say “Peace be with you” to our neighbor or coworker, but what if we started 

practicing it at home.  

Try adding a blessing of peace in the morning when your family wakes up, when you go your 

separate ways, or when you come home. Include a blessing of peace to your letters or emails or 

text messages! The world can surely use more messages of peace these days, especially the peace 

of Christ. 

The second instruction Jesus gives is to “Remain in the same house, eating and drinking 

whatever they provide.” In other words, accept the hospitality of those who welcome you, 

including their customs. Now that was a big deal for these first disciples because there were 

Jewish food laws. Jesus seems to breaking down the barrier between Jew and Gentile even 

before that happens more deliberately in the book of Acts.  

We can take this instruction further. When we are with others who believe or vote or live 

differently than we do, we are called to learn from their point of view. We are to listen to their 

stories and try to understand how they came to believe or think or live as they do.  

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America takes the attitude of accompaniment in our mission 

work with other cultures and faith traditions. When we are all working toward peace and justice 

in the world, we come alongside those who are affected by conflict and injustice as well as other 

Christian organizations and those of other faiths who are working toward the same goals. 



You and I can do that in our daily lives, too. We are called to enter into relationship with people 

of every faith, and those of no faith, without judgement of a person’s worthiness to receive our 

Christian care.  

Jesus calls us to cure the sick. Our Stephen Ministers like to remind us that we are the caregivers, 

and God is the cure-giver. In our accompaniment, in our listening, in our being present with 

those who are hurting in any way, we bring a measure of God’s healing grace. 

And finally Jesus tells us to preach. It’s a simple sentence, “The kingdom of God has come 

near.”  

We might not use the exact words, “The kingdom of God has come near.” We might say, “God 

is with you.” Or “I am praying for you.” Or some other message that reminds others that our 

presence is a sign of God’s care and commitment to them, too. 

So, are you ready to be a minister or missionary now? You don’t have to raise your hand this 

time, but I do hope that we can each recognize and accept this calling to be bearers of the gospel 

to the world. 

The world might be your own family. Did you know that parents are the number one influence in 

their child’s faith formation? Grandparents and other key family relationships come second. 

Pastors and other church leaders are farther down the list! Consider how your family life might 

be blessed by greetings of peace, praying together, and learning the stories of God’s love.  

The world you are called to minister to might be your coffee group, your bridge group, your 

coworkers, or your extended family--all of which are made up of people of diverse thought, 

backgrounds, and lifestyles.  

Or maybe you are hearing God calling you to a ministry that will take you to another culture or 

country or a role within the life of the church. One of my tasks as a pastor is to help people 

identify these kinds of callings and encourage them to follow. I already have a couple of kids in 

mind as future pastors. Wouldn’t it be great if Zion created a fund for their future seminary 

educations? 

Over the course of the summer we will receive more ministry training from Jesus. The call to 

proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ is a challenging one. It is a call in which we are 

privileged to witness transformation in those who experience God’s mercy and grace. It is a call 

that will move us to a stronger faith. It is a call that brings us into fuller community as the Body 

of Christ. 

And when our efforts are not received by others, remember that our word is not the last word. 

Jesus is coming! And he will bring the fullness of God’s love to the world!  

Thanks be to God! Amen 

 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for those in need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church and its ministries; for bishops and pastors, especially bishop-elect of the Montana 

Synod, Laurie Jungling, for musicians, teachers and leaders, that their joyful noise clearly 

announce your reign of peace come near, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For your works revealed in creation: for rivers and streams; for thunderstorms and sunshine; and 

for those preparing for harvesttime, that you inspire our care for the earth. For those affected by 

the earthquakes in Southern California, that both the earth and the hearts of those affected would 

be calmed, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the United States of America, for all citizens, our military and first-responders, and for 

government officials, that we would work for the good of all, and for peace and justice in the 

world, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For the sick and those who console them; for prisoners and those who show them mercy, 

especially for Paul Morse; for the downtrodden and those who help them flourish; and for all in 

need of care, especially Jesse and those we hold in our hearts, that you comfort them as a mother 

comforts her child, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

For those spending time with friends and family this summer; for those making employment 

decisions; for those uncertain what the future holds, that they set their minds on Christ who has 

called us to himself, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 
 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who have inspired us by their witness to the gospel, that 

with them we will know the confidence of being held in your embrace, let us pray. 

Have mercy, O God. 

 

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We commend 

these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen. 


