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Grace to you and peace from God the Father, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and the Holy 
Spirit, our Advocate. Amen 

Jesus said, “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now.” Four 
short years ago I graduated from seminary and thought I was ready to take on this amazing 
role of pastor. It didn’t take long before I realized that I still had so much to learn.  

Like many of my seminary classmates I joined a couple of Facebook groups where pastors 
can ask questions or look for help in addressing a problem. So many times one of those 
questions or issues started with, “Why didn’t they teach us this in seminary?!” 

Like any field, there are only so many things we can learn in the classroom and the rest 
must be learned as we live into a new job or role. Much like the disciples who still had so 
much to learn in order to be the leaders of Christ’s church, Jesus knew they could not bear 
those lessons yet. They needed to learn those things in the context of the situations that 
would come their way.  

The book of Acts is full of new encounters those early church leaders faced in which the 
Spirit of Christ guided them into new understandings and new ways of being the Body of 
Christ in the world. 

We have been spending some time in our church council and committees developing a 
vision for faith formation here at Zion Lutheran. For years we had a committee known as 
Parish Education which implied teaching things our children, youth, and adults needed to 
know as Christians in the Lutheran tradition.  

But there was some overlap between Education and Youth & Family ministry, so after some 
exploration we have merged those two committees into one called Faith Formation 
Ministry. 

There are still specific things that will be taught at various age levels. The difference now, is 
the perspective that what and how we learn is meant to form faith, to deepen our members’ 
relationship with God and with the people of God. And much of faith formation is best 
learned in the context of community. 

Jesus promised the disciples that he would send the Spirit of truth to guide them “into all 
the truth.” In John’s gospel, the truth is not about facts that can be taught in a classroom 
and restated on a test—the truth is Jesus Christ, himself. Once Jesus leaves the disciples and 
ascends to the Father, it is the Holy Spirit who holds them together as a community that is 
centered on Christ—the presence and truth of God’s love for the world. 

But the world is changing. We receive information in in more ways than we used to. My 
seminary education was a program known as distributed learning in which I took some of 



my classes online during the regular semester and then went to the campus twice a year for 
two-week intensive courses.  

Programs are also available for college degrees and even elementary and high school 
education that allow people learn from home. I know people who use Google searches and 
YouTube videos for their DIY projects at home. These changes mean that we might need to 
function differently in the ways we introduce and form faith in our members. 

On this Sunday, when we recognize the Trinitarian nature of God, we are reminded that 
God calls us to be in community precisely because God’s nature is communal. In our 
opening hymn we acknowledged “God in Three Persons, blessed Trinity.” And yet those 
three persons are One God.  

These “persons” are so intertwined, so in communion with one another, that they cannot be 
separated. Within God’s identity as a singular being is God in community, which we most 
often refer to as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—the Three in One. 

Confused or at least a little muddled by all that? I hope so, because that keeps the mystery 
of God alive. If we think we have fully grasped all of who God is and how God functions we 
are missing out on the surprises God has in store for us, especially for us as a community of 
believers. 

At the Montana Synod Assembly a couple of weeks ago we elected a new bishop. When we 
were down to five candidates each one was given five minutes to speak and here is a 
portion of what bishop-elect Laurie Jungling said to us:  

“I dream of a Church bubbling with people who are excited about their trust and 
commitment in the new life already given to us in Jesus Christ. I dream of a Church that 
lives a responsibly risky faith, trusting in the promised gift of God’s amazing grace, 
following Christ’s journey into the changing future. I dream of a Church that says to Jesus 
again and again, “Yes, we can!” rather than, “No, we won’t.” 

There are some words in there that might make some of us uneasy, especially in relation to 
the life of the church—new life, risky faith, changing future. One of things congregations 
sometimes do is look to the church to be unchanging, to be predictable and stable.  

When our stability is grounded in what Jesus Christ has done in his life, death, and 
resurrection, when we are held by the assurance of God’s amazing grace, when we trust 
that no matter what happens to us individually or as a congregation that the Spirit of God 
will guide us into the all the truth, then we can face what is new or risky or changing 
together, as a community of God’s people. 

There is always more Jesus has to say to us. As we get older our understandings of God 
develop according to the trials we face and the people God places in our path. Some of us 
are drawn more to God’s nature of forgiveness and grace. Some connect more with God’s 
power shown in the forces and processes of Creation.  



Some have an inner connection to God in the ways they are inspired through the arts or in 
disciplines of prayer and devotion. Some love the history of God’s people, and can hear 
God’s voice speaking to us in this modern age in the words spoken long ago. 

None of these are more right than the others. In fact, it is in our interactions with one 
another that we can experience God more fully—learning and growing in faith in and 
through our communion as fellow believers and children of God. 

So, how do we do that? We need to get together! As a congregation we need to figure out 
how to be church together in this digital age. How can we receive what we seek what Christ 
has to say to us while remaining in relationship with our fellow members of the Body of 
Christ? I am considering some answers for that, but maybe you have some too. 

God took the greatest act of risky faith by coming to the world and taking on our human 
form. In the person of the Son, Jesus Christ, God’s love was embodied for us to see for 
ourselves. And Christ did not leave us alone when he returned to the Father.  

The Spirit who—as we say in the Nicene Creed—proceeds from the Father and Son 
remains among us, teaching us, inspiring (inspiriting) us, and guiding us as a community of 
believers to be God’s beacon of love and life for the world. 

The key to learning and living our faith is relationships. We learn best about our relational, 
Triune God by being in relationship with God and with other people of faith. Last year we 
asked each of our Confirmation youth to have a companion, someone in addition to their 
parents who would pay attention to both the young person’s faith formation as well as 
their own.  

What that means is that some of you were asked to be those companions and some more of 
you will be asked as we welcome in a new group of Confirmation youth in the fall. 

But is that soon enough? What if every child had a faith companion from our congregation, 
well before the structured time of Confirmation instruction? What if some of our adults 
who have questions and are relatively new to the Christian faith had a faith companion, 
too? Wow!  Wouldn’t that be awesome?!  

And I’m open to your good ideas of how we might be more intentional about living out the 
communal nature of God in our life together! How can we be part of our next bishop’s 
dream of a church bubbling with excitement about our trust in the new life we have in Jesus 
Christ?  

How can we live out a responsibly risky faith that trusts in God’s amazing grace and follows 
Christ’s journey into a changing future? Are we willing to say, “Yes, we can!” to the call of 
the Spirit to live in faith in ways we have not lived before? 

I’m willing! Are you? 

Thanks be to God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit! Amen 



Prayers of Intercession 

Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, for Montana Synod’s Bishop Jessica 
Crist and Bishop-elect Laurie Jungling, that the work of the Spirit unite us in Christ to 
proclaim the wonders of God, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For the majesty of creation: the moon and stars that enlighten the night, the birds that 
inhabit the sky, and the fish that reside in the seas, that all creatures flourish together. For 
places where fire, flood, and tornadoes endanger the land, people and wildlife, that new life 
would spring forth, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For all levels of government; for wisdom and truth displayed in world leaders, and for 
international relief agencies, especially Lutheran Disaster Response, that God’s love poured 
into our hearts extend to all people and nations, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For the sick, that they are comforted; for the despairing, that they receive hope; for infants 
and children, that they be granted nurturing caretakers; and for all who cry out to God in 
any need especially Carleen, Jessie, and others we name in our hearts…  
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For all who provide fatherly care and guidance, for those estranged from family, for friends 
and neighbors, and for our congregation, that God’s mercy serve as a model for all 
relationships, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that we cling to 
the hope of sharing with them the glory of God, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We 
commend these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 


