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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Friday night Eric & I had a lovely visit with a couple who are new to our congregation. They 
come from a Roman Catholic background so we discussed some of the nuances of what it 
means to be Lutheran. I shared my heartache that the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America, the flavor of Lutheran that Zion belongs to, gets along better with other Christian 
denominations than we do with other Lutherans.  

We share pastors with our ecumenical partners like the Episcopalians and the 
Presbyterians, but we would not be welcome to take Communion at a Lutheran Church of 
the Missouri Synod, let alone preach in one another’s pulpits. 

Now, as ELCA Lutherans with our “open table” policy that welcomes all believers of any 
Christian denomination to participate in Holy Communion, we can get self-righteous about 
how great we are and how wrong or stuffy the Missouri Synod or the Wisconsin Synod 
Lutherans are. And the divide between us spreads even wider. 

In reality, we fall into the trap with our Lutheran siblings of using the law of our polities to 
justify our own righteousness over one another. 

Paul teaches us in the letter to the Galatians today that the same was true before Christ 
came. The law, found in the early chapters of the Old Testament, was the way the church 
determined a person’s righteousness.  

We heard some of that in our first reading today. God longs to be wanted by the people . 
The LORD said, “Here I am, Here I am,” to a nation that did not call on his name. 

They did not worship God alone. They worshiped idols and did not treat one another as 
God instructed them. So God’s judgment came down on the people who did not follow the 
Law. And they were taken into exile by their enemies. They were separated from Jerusalem 
and probably even separated from one another. 

But in the Old Testament, God never punished without a promise. God promised to bring 
back the descendants of Abraham’s people who belonged to the tribe of Judah—David’s 
people. And God made good on that promise. 

When Jesus Christ came into the world, God made a new way for us to be in relationship 
with God, a way that was not dependent on the people’s obedience of the law. Our 
relationship with God is based on faith, and faith is a gift of the Holy Spirit who comes to us 
in our baptisms. Paul tells us that in Christ Jesus we are all children of God through faith. 

“As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ,” Paul 
writes. The labels we use to categorize one another don’t matter when we claim the 
identity of Child of God—an identity we share with Christians around the world. 



OK, so if we can claim that the name “Christian” embraces all whose faith leads them to love 
and trust in Jesus Christ we need to acknowledge the labels we use to separate ourselves, 
even and especially from other Christians. 

Maybe we could add to Paul’s list: There is no longer ELCA Lutheran or Missouri Synod 
Lutheran or Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ or Episcopalians or Baptists or 
Roman Catholics or Presbyterians. There are no longer denominations among those who 
make up the Church, the Body of Christ.  

Two weeks ago some of the Christian churches in town gathered at the fairgrounds to 
worship together. It took place at the same time at our service, and it came up rather 
suddenly so we didn’t participate…this time. I hope we can become better connected to the 
churches who came up with this idea so we can participate next time. 

Paul says there is no longer Jew or Greek. For us that might mean that in the Church there 
is no longer Norwegian or German or Irish, no longer people of color or people of no color, 
or no longer first, second, or third-world nations. 

Paul said there is no longer slave or free in the community of Jesus’ people. What if we 
expanded that to say that among believers there is no longer rich or poor, educated or less-
educated, immigrant or citizen, addicted or clean, convicted or law-abiding? In the family of 
God, all are children of God. 

Paul said there is no longer male and female in the community of faith. What if we 
expanded that to say there is no longer young or old, short or tall, intelligent or talented or 
beautiful or well-spoken or any of the labels we place on ourselves and one another?  

By claiming our identity as children of God we learn to see one another as God sees us with 
a tapestry of gifts and personalities that bring diversity and fullness to the Body of Christ 
that is the Church. 

This summer the Scripture texts in our worship together will challenge us as disciples to 
put all this to the test. As he did in our gospel reading today, Jesus will cross boundaries 
and break down the walls that divide God’s people and that keep God’s people from 
ministering to those whom God longs gather into the community of believers. 

The world still functions with all of our labels and divisions, with its laws and boundaries. 
Ideally, this is how nations and citizens within nations live in peace with one another. Just 
as Abraham and his descendants were called and blessed to give witness to a different kind 
of community, the Church of Jesus Christ is called to live in ways that express God’s love for 
all people, all nations, and all of Creation.  

Our challenge is to do that as both citizens of the world we live in and citizens of heaven. 
We live in between the time when God’s new creation came into the world in the person of 
Jesus Christ even as we wait for Christ to come again and bring about the fullness of God’s 
salvation. Then all things will be made new. So for now we are called as the Church to live 
responsibly in the world, affecting change that proclaims the goodness of God in Christ to 
the world. 



We belong to Christ, and in Holy Baptism we have been clothed with Christ—covered with 
the love and grace of Jesus who crosses boundaries in order to bring healing and return the 
outcasts to community. This is our calling as followers of Christ. May our eyes and our 
hearts be open to the ways we can live out Christ’s healing presence for a world in need. 

Thanks be to God! Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

For all servants of the gospel, especially Bishop-elect Laurie Jungling, for the church 
throughout the world, especially our brothers and sisters of the other Lutheran 
denominations, and for all who sing the praise and glory of God, that through the gift of 
faith, all declare the wonderful name of Christ, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For the well-being of creation, for mountains and lakes, for fields and forests, and for plants 
and animals, that God lift up good stewards to care for the entire earth. For those in the 
path of fires this summer, especially the firefighters, that they would be protected from 
harm and danger, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For the nations and their rulers, for aid workers, and for people in war-torn areas, that God 
raise up leaders and advocates to work for the equality of all, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For all who cry out in need: the hungry and poor, the downtrodden and outcast, the 
grieving and the sick, especially Jessie and the family of Carleen Milburn, that all know that 
God is near and hears their cries, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For those who are traveling and absent from worship, for those who visit our congregation, 
and for those seeking new directions in life, that God’s love lead them in their daily 
vocations, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

For all baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, including those who have died, 
especially Carleen. Confident that we belong to you in life and in death, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 

Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We 
commend these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 


