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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Have you ever participated in the development of a mission statement? When I was 
teaching school in the late ‘80’s mission statements were a big thing in many corporations 
and institutions, so our staff wrote one for our school. Not everyone sees the value in a 
mission statement and if it is written and then stashed on a shelf then what’s the point? But 
if they are easy to memorize and printed and referenced often, then a mission statement 
can set direction and help guide people on a common path. 

Churches still use them and for us the language of mission works well. We are a 
congregation, people who come together for the purpose of continuing the mission of Jesus 
Christ. Our gospel reading today tells about a key turning point in that mission, but in order 
to appreciate where we are headed with Jesus we need to look back at his original mission 
statement in Luke, chapter 4. 

Just after Jesus was baptized and spent time in the wilderness where the devil tempted 
him, he came home to Nazareth and went to the synagogue. He read from the prophet 
Isaiah, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news 
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” And then he sat 
down and said, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

And for the next several chapters of Luke’s gospel this is what Jesus did. He brought good 
news as he forgave sins, he healed diseases and infirmities, cast out demons, and taught 
about the expansive love of God. All of this drew crowds of followers. People followed Jesus, 
in part to learn from him, I suppose, but also to get something from him. They want to be 
healed—or at least see some sort of miracle for themselves. They wanted to be fed or freed 
or to see what else Jesus had to offer.  

Then we come to today’s passage. “When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he 
set his face to go to Jerusalem.” Jesus had done the work of that first mission statement and 
he had come to a turning point. His mission would lead him to Jerusalem where he would 
be “taken up,” as Luke puts it.  

In Jerusalem he would be taken up by the powers of the world when he was arrested and 
put on trial. He would be taken up on a cross, where he would die and be buried. He would 
be taken up in his resurrection to new life! And he would be taken up into heaven and 
seated at the right hand of the Father. One introductory phrase leads us to think of all that 
it meant for Jesus to be “taken up.” 

This is how Luke transitions us from Jesus’ acts of ministry to preparing his disciples for 
what is to come, so that they can take up his mission as the church who follows Jesus.  



But our gospel passage today holds up a mirror to our human inclination to follow. First, 
we want our message to be heard and received and embraced by others. And if it isn’t, well, 
let’s just command fire to come down from heaven and consume those who reject us! Not 
everyone Jesus encountered welcomed his message, or him.  

The same is true for his followers, and for us. There are messages we preach that don’t go 
over very well with those who are not ready to receive them. That doesn’t mean they won’t 
be ready later. It’s all about timing. 

Jesus can be patient about the Samaritans. Perhaps this journey through Samaria where he 
was rejected serves as a preview of the mission field his disciples will be sent to after the 
day of Pentecost when they are sent to bring the gospel to all nations—even to the 
Samaritans. 

Jesus is less patient about the potential disciples who are deciding whether or not to follow 
him in the next part of the gospel reading. Two of the three hesitate. “I will follow you, 
Jesus, but first…” Even though these disciples feel responsible to their family obligations 
and relationships, they almost feel like an excuse to get out of the call to follow.  

Sometimes we fall back on excuses like these when we are unclear about the mission or we 
are afraid of what that mission will call us to do or to be. 

In August our church council will be taking a day-long retreat to, at least, begin crafting a 
mission statement for Zion Lutheran. What is it we are called to do and to be as a 
community of disciples who follow Jesus? How are we to bring sight to the blind in this day 
and time?  

To whom are we to bring good news and proclaim the Lord’s favor? Who are those held 
captive and oppressed by a world that would just as soon call fire down from heaven on 
them than free them from their demons and oppressive powers of prejudice and 
stereotyping and fear? 

Do those questions make your nervous? How can we do all that? It’s easier to think about 
how we take care of our building or put some money in the offering for our Social Concerns 
each month. I don’t mean to dismiss either of those. Our building and our offerings are 
resources we have to share that bring about some of Jesus’ mission in the world. 

But if we think we are solely responsible for the mission of Christ we miss the point. Jesus 
calls us as disciples to follow him. That means that as disciples we learn from Jesus. In the 
chapters that follow this turning point in Jesus’ mission Jesus teaches and coaches his 
disciples, preparing them for the work they will carry forward. In our life together as a 
congregation we need to engage in opportunities for all ages to learn and grow as 
disciples—yes, even the adults! 

We learn from Jesus as we follow Jesus. That means that Jesus is the one doing the work of 
salvation as we do our best to preach and teach and serve and bring relief to those in need 
of the love and care only God can provide. 



And sometimes that means we will encounter the cross. It will seem as though we are 
facing something difficult alone, but as people of the Resurrection we know that God is at 
work even in the darkest times to bring forth new life. 

Over the rest of the summer we will be learning the lessons of discipleship. Our prayer as 
we answer the call to follow Jesus is the one we sang in Psalm 16 today. “You show us the 
path of life.”  

Whatever road Jesus leads us down, we can be sure that the way will lead to life—for us 
and for those we are called to love and serve. Whatever we determine our congregation’s 
mission to be, I pray our response will be to say yes, and trust in Jesus to lead us. 

Thanks be to God! Amen  

  



Prayers of Intercession 
Joining our voices with God’s people around the world, let us offer our prayers for those in 
need. 

A brief silence. 

For all followers of Christ; for the church and its ministers; and for the mission of the 
gospel, that all will know the gifts of the Holy Spirit, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the wilderness and deserts; for the rain forests and tundra; for native lands and 
farmland; and for all who tend the land, that God’s mighty work be seen in all creation,  
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who serve in elected positions; for those responsible for peace among people and 
nations; and for those who strive for freedom, that all are guided by Christ’s commandment 
to love our neighbors as ourselves, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For children and elders in need of protection; for the poor in need of shelter; for those who 
work in the summer’s heat; for those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, especially for 
Jessie, Paul Morse, and those awaiting medical diagnoses, that God provide compassionate 
advocates and skilled professionals to aid them, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For those who travel this summer; for those celebrating significant events in their lives; 
and for this community of faith, that the love of Christ be present in our joy and pleasure, 
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
In thanksgiving for those who now rest in the hope of the resurrection, especially former 
Zion members Bud Johnson and Art Allison, that with them we receive assurance that God 
does not abandon us in any time or place, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, you hear the prayers of your people even before they are spoken. We 
commend these and all our prayers to you, trusting in your abundant mercy; through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 


