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Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 27; Luke 13:31-35 

The word is near us, on our lips and in our hearts. Amen 

This morning we have readings that include a kind of prayer known as a lament. The 
lament is a kind of sadness, but it is deeper than that. It is a longing for God’s deliverance 
from a situation that hard to understand or to live with. There are many Psalms of lament, 
although Psalm 27 is not one of them. It does, however, refer to a time when the psalmist 
was lost or afraid—emotions that often accompany a lament. 

I expect that all of us have experienced a time when we felt lost or confused. We might have 
wondered how long we had to live in a difficult time—perhaps grieving a loss or struggling 
with challenges in relationships. The Psalms of lament often begin with the words, “How 
long?” How long must we live this way? And when will God enter in and rescue us from this 
deep need in our lives? 

Abraham, who is still known as Abram in this part of his story, has been waiting for some 
time for God to fulfill the promises of a child and the gift of land. God knows his heart and in 
this encounter God restates the promise to be God to Abram and to reward his faithfulness. 
Abram replies with his lament. No reward will make a difference in his life if he has no 
children to pass it onto. So far the first in line to be Abram’s heir is the child of his closest 
servant. 

Abram speaks plainly to God naming the problem—he has no child which means no 
descendants. Then Abram lays the problem on God, basically saying to God, “What are you 
going to do about it?” The promise of prayer is that God receives our laments, our 
problems, our fears, and our confusion. We can confidently place these in God’s care 
because God has shown time and again that God wants us to turn to him in these difficult 
times.  

We can all remember when life didn’t go as we expected or hoped. We try to find ways to 
fix things—new medication or a new diet. We might change jobs or move across the 
country. We could read the latest self-help books or listen to one TED talk after another 
looking for the solution to make our life conform to our hopes and dreams. 

Sometimes those things work. We have sensed God’s call to make a change and followed 
God’s leading, just as Abram did. But sometimes those changes don’t seem to work. God 
may seem silent to us. Psalm 27 gives us words to pray: 

Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me.  
My heart speaks your message—“Seek my face.” 

It is in our times of lament that God speaks to our hearts—“Seek my face.” We try to fill our 
longings with food or work or alcohol or other things that only distract us or serve as 
escapes, when what we are really longing for is to be heard and known and loved. What we 
are really longing for is to seek the face of God. 



The LORD replied to Abram, “…no one but your very own [child] shall be your heir.” God 
not only restated the original promise to bless Abram and Sarai with a family, but he 
expanded it. Not just one child, but as many descendants as the stars in the heavens.  

Then God made a covenant with Abram to show God’s commitment to the promise of land. 
The ritual that is described was used between people making a land covenant. When the 
two parties involved passed between the animal carcasses they were committing to the 
covenant knowing that to break it would mean that their flocks and herds would suffer if 
they did. 

In the ritual with Abram, only God, in the form of fire and smoke, passes between the 
animal pieces. God is the one who will be faithful to the covenant.  God does not ask Abram 
to pass between them. Even when Abram’s future descendants break the covenant by 
turning to idols and other gods, God remains faithful. 

And yet, these promises for a child and land were not realized immediately. They came to 
pass in God’s time. The child, Isaac, was born after Abraham and Sarah took matters into 
their own hands by giving the slave girl Hagar to Abraham to provide a son. And the land 
God promised did not come in Abraham’s lifetime. It was only after the Israelites spent 
their 40 years in the wilderness that they entered into the land. 

That’s the challenge. To place our trust in God to deliver us from our time of deep need 
means that we trust that God is, first of all, already at work to deliver us. And, secondly, we 
may not recognize the fullness of that deliverance for some time. 

A couple of weeks ago I attended the “Central Montana Women Lead” conference held here 
in Lewistown. One of the keynote speakers told her story of longing to be married and have 
children. This was her plan for her life and she fully expected it to happen. But over time no 
“good” marriage proposals came, and she was very clear that she did not want to have a 
child on her own. While that works for some women, she knew, that was not a path she 
could take. 

And so she is single. For a time this was her lament. Her life was not turning out the way 
she had hoped or expected. Eventually she came to terms with that. Instead, she has found 
a calling in the area of suicide prevention that she finds fulfilling and purposeful. She is 
making a difference in the lives of young people and their families in a way she did not see 
years ago. 

That’s the rub. We might think the desires of our hearts have been placed there by God. And 
maybe they have. Or maybe they are desires we have adopted from others—family, friends, 
society—and God will lead us to something new and unexpected, in God’s own time. 

What does that mean for us in the in between time? How do we move forward? Jesus helps 
us with that in our gospel reading today. 

Even though Jesus has been threatened by those who would like him to disappear, he has 
two responses. First, he is clear about who he is and what his purpose is—as he stated way 



back in Luke, chapter 4. The Spirit of the Lord anointed him—chose him and commissioned 
him—“to bring good news to the poor…to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of 
sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”  

He restates that again in chapter 13—“Listen, I am casting out demons and performing 
cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work.” These are not 24-hour 
days, but the now and the immediate future are today and tomorrow. And by now Jesus has 
declared his fate of suffering, death, and resurrection that is to come, “on the third day.” 

We are not always so clear about our future, let alone our present situation. But here’s the 
good news: we have what both Abram and Jesus have—a covenant and a calling. In Holy 
Baptism we have a covenant from God that the Spirit of the Lord will be upon us 
throughout our lives, including the promise of forgiveness and mercy when we don’t live 
up to our end of the covenant. And we have the assurance that God knows our need and 
wants us to turn to God and place those needs in God’s care. 

As for our callings, in the words of the hymn, “We all are one in Mission” we are reminded: 
 We all are called to service, to witness in God’s name 
 Our ministries are different, our purpose is the same: 
 To touch the lives of others with God’s surprising grace 
 So every folk and nation may feel God’s warm embrace. 

Even as we wait for deliverance or for clarity about how God is at work in our time of need, 
we are still called to trust in God’s presence and to give witness to the little ways we 
experience grace and hope and new life in the midst of our fear and confusion. 

The second response Jesus made to the threats against him was to offer a prayer of lament 
over the ways we so often stray from our trust in God. This lament is placed in God’s care. 
And God responds by calling us to turn to God, to seek God’s face, to find our shelter under 
the wings of our loving, protective Savior. 

The words of our Psalm today give us a way to remember and to speak the truth of God’s 
faithfulness to us. I encourage you to pray Psalm 27 throughout the coming week. As we 
continue with the life and ministry God places before us each day, let us trust in God’s 
promises and give witness to our God who is actively guiding and protecting us, God’s 
beloved children. 

Thanks be to God! Amen 

 

  



Prayers of Intercession 

Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the church, for 
people in need, and for all of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Compassionate God, call your people to be witnesses to your love by placing our trust in 
you. Guide us to ministries that make a difference in the lives of those the world pushes 
aside. Equip your church to participate in your saving grace. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Display your faithfulness to creation in the changing of the seasons. We pray for places 
enduring flooding, especially in Nebraska, and for those still facing harsh winter storms. 
Guard ranchers and cattle in this calving season. Provide safety and recovery for all 
creatures and people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Release political leaders from pride and fear to act justly and to serve the needs of all 
citizens. Drown out the terror in the world with acts of lovingkindness and generosity. We 
pray especially for those who are grieving the shooting at the Mosque in Christchurch, New 
Zealand. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Rush to answer those who cry out to you in time of trial—the fearful, the lost, and the 
grieving. We pray especially for  
 
 
Give shelter to your vulnerable children, and cover them in the comfort of your mothering 
wings. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Grant solace to people who long to be parents, but have faced difficulty in bearing or 
adopting children. Protect children with difficult home lives, especially those who enter 
foster care. Build life-giving family relationships for the sake of all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Build up your holy community of saints through the work of bishops and missionaries, 
especially Bradn Buerkle serving in Russia. We pray for the upcoming election of our next 
bishop in the Montana Synod. Begin working in the hearts of those who will consider this 
call. Spread your word through your people for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways; through 
the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 


