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Isaiah 55:1-9; 1 Corinthians 1-:1-13; Luke 13:1-9 

This morning’s worship featured the Heart of Montana Youth Choir, a community choir made 
up of 3rd-6th graders, directed by Rachael Grensten and accompanied by Chris Hildebrant. We 
included the choir in the children’s time and then moved to the sermon. 

Children’s Time 

 Last week we planted seeds. Reminds us that when we wait for God to act in our 
lives we wait with hope. 

 What did we plant? Sunflower seeds. Do you see them yet? 

 What do we need to do to help them grow? 

o I have watered them. 

o The pot sits by a window that gets lots of sun. 

 Let’s see what Jesus says. 

o Fig tree—not producing, gardener asks for more time, dig manure around it 

o I have some Miracle Grow.  Smell it, read what is in it, put some in the 
watering can and water the pot 

 Sometime we feel like that fig tree. We feel like we aren’t good enough, especially in 
the ways God would want us to live. 

 The choir can help us with how we can be trees that bear fruit, meaning people who 
give good things to the world. 

(children return to their seats) 

Choir sings “Kindness” 

  



(Sermon Greeting): The word is in us, on our lips and in our hearts. Amen 

Where do you suppose we get kindness? The song says it comes from deep inside. Are we 
all naturally kind? 

This week our confirmation youth and I were talking about the promises we have from God 
that we can then give to the world. And we actually talked about kindness.  

We wondered together why it is we even need campaigns like “Choose Kindness”. It’s 
because so often we are not kind to one another. 

We believe that God fills us with the good things we need that we can then give to the 
world. And we receive these good things when we are connected to God, in relationship 
with God.  

It is easier to choose to be kind to others when we have received kindness in some way. As 
people of God, we trust that God is the ultimate source of kindness. It is from the well of 
God’s grace that we are fed with a kindness that surpasses our human capacity for 
goodness and kindness.  

Our readings today invite us to come to God for good things like mercy and forgiveness. 
Mercy and forgiveness are God’s ways to renew our relationship with God so that we can 
live with each other in healthy and life-giving ways. 

We trust that God feeds us when we are feeling like the barren fig tree in Jesus’ parable 
with nothing good to give.  

God feeds us with God’s word—promises that we heard in the Isaiah passage. 

“Come to me…listen, so that you may live” 

“I will make with you an everlasting covenant”—the covenant God made with David 
God now opens to all nations and all peoples.  

“Seek the Lord…call upon him…return to the Lord…for he will abundantly pardon.” 
God’s word calls to us to turn toward God to receive these promises. 

God feeds us with hope, like we talked about last week. Hope carries us through the times 
we struggle or feel hurt or weak. Hope reminds us that these times will not last forever.  

Paul’s letter to the Corinthians looks to the time that God led the Israelites through the 
wilderness and fed them along the way to the Promised Land. Isaiah’s words are for the 
people in exile, encouraging them to trust that God would lead them back to their 
homeland. God leads us, too, through our times of trial and into a new future full of life and 
love.  

 



God feeds us with grace. Difficult things happen in all of our lives. That’s part of what this 
life is about. Rather than seeing God as our punisher when bad things happen, Jesus calls us 
to look to God, to receive God’s gifts for us. God wants to nurture us so that we can grow to 
bear the good fruits the world needs. God treasures us as his beloved children, and sees the 
goodness and potential in us even when we can’t.  

And God feeds us with God’s very self—at this table with the body and blood of Jesus Christ. 
Here we are strengthened with the presence of God to turn from our despair or pain or 
struggle and look to God to guide us into that new and promised future. Here we are filled 
with God’s abundance of grace so that we can bear the fruit of that same grace as a gift to 
others. 

Like our gardens and orchards and even the wildlands, we all go through seasons. Today 
you may be feeling like God is planting you in a new place. You have much to learn and will 
need time to burst out of your old shell. God is at work in you, providing you with what you 
need to grow toward his light and his love. 

Maybe you have been in the same place for a while and you feel like you have given all you 
have to give. Look to God. Trust that God is at work to renew you, to refresh you, so that 
you can bear good fruit for those with whom you live and work. 

This year our Lenten theme is “Make a difference.” God is always at work to make a 
difference in our lives so that we can grow into a people who are able to bear the fruits of 
God’s love to the world. 

We can make a difference in the world by giving our witness to the abundant grace God has 
so lovingly poured out on us. We know that grace in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ who opened the door to new life for all who believe in him. May the steadfast 
love of God surround and fill us with God’s goodness and grace so that we continue to grow 
as God’s people who make a difference in the world. 

Thanks be to God! Amen 

  



Prayers of Intercession 
Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the church, for 
people in need, and for all of creation. 

Choir sings “Kum ba yah”  

Holy God, build up the body of Christ and cause the gifts of your Spirit to grow among us. 
Call us back to a full relationship with you, so that filled with your grace we may be 
messengers of your kindness to the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Prepare the land for spring planting as the snows melt and the soil warms. Guard those in 
the midst of flooding and storms. Bring your life-giving care to the plants that will bear fruit 
for all your creatures. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Raise up leaders and citizens as examples of your kindness, grace, and hope. Teach us to 
speak love and mercy into situations of hate and division.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Provide relief for those suffering and in pain (especially).  
 
 
Grant wisdom to health care workers who seek to diagnose and treat our ailments, and 
bring healing to the sick and suffering. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Choir sings refrain of  “Kum ba yah” ? 

Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways; through 
the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 


