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Introduction to the day 
Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man 

born blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens 

our eyes to see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of 

Israel, in baptism God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of 

Christ in our daily lives. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



GATHERING SONG 

 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your 

gracious life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and 

anoint us with your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 
  



WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

PSALM: Psalm 23 

 1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.   
 

SERMON 

 

CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in 

need, and all of God's creation. 

Silence for reflection 

O God, you hear us when we call to you.  

We pray for your church, our pastors and teachers, and all who call upon your 

name. You have blessed us to be a blessing to the world. Make us bold to tell the 

stories of your love and to live as your light to the nations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the well-being of all creation and all people. Guide leaders of nations 

and communities to serve with justice and inspire us to work for peace and equity 

in the places we live. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Send your healing to the sick 

and injured, your comfort to the dying and those who grieve, and strength to the 

weak. Send us out to serve as your presence to those in need of your care, 

especially... 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Receive the prayers of our children... 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We offer to you, O God, the prayers of your people, placed upon this wooden 

cross. Bring your blessing and power to these situations in need of you grace and 

love.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen 

 

 



LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

  



SENDING SONG 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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