
ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, LEWISTOWN, MT 

MARCH 29, 2020 FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING SONG Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying  

 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. Breathe upon us 

the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 

righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

SERMON 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

The readings for this fifth Sunday in Lent are all about the gift of breath. I’m sure you have heard 

the effects this virus has on the ability to breathe. It can be spread through our breath, so we are 

asked to be as far apart from others as possible, and if that’s not possible to wear masks.  

Those whose breathing is already compromised by asthma or lung disease are among the most 

vulnerable to getting the virus and the least able to fight it off. 

A friend reminded me the other day, as we pray for doctors and nurses that we should also be 

praying for respiratory therapists who are the ones administering the ventilators to those who are 

no longer able to breathe sufficiently on their own.  

I have rarely experienced shortness of breath, usually it’s from exercise that is more strenuous 

than I’m used to. I also remember diving into a very cold lake when I was a teenager, and it felt 

like my lungs froze up for a moment. But in both cases, my lungs recovered fairly quickly and I 

was back to normal. 

Physical conditions and illness are not the only reasons our breathing might be affected.  

This week Central Montana Medical Clinic posted a notice on Facebook to help those who are 

feeling anxious these days. Their remedy—breathe. CMMC social worker Diadama Paden wrote, 

“By simply taking slow deep breaths, you are sending a message to your brain to calm down. 

Once the body is able to relax, your heart beats slower and your muscles relax, breathing 

becomes slower, blood pressure decreases and the parasympathetic nervous system is stimulated 

which promotes a state of calmness.” 

Breathing is a big deal. It is breath, the intake of air, which brings life. Even plants do it 

passively through their leaves. At the dawn of creation, “a wind from God swept over the face of 



the waters.” In Hebrew the word ruach has three meanings. It can be translated as wind or breath 

or spirit. 

The wind from God at creation was God’s own breath. And when the going got tough for the 

people of Israel, the Spirit of God breathed new life into their weary souls.  

So, this morning some of our Zion members will read the Scripture passages assigned for today 

and in between I will sing verses of the old hymn, “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” as a kind of 

prayer. May the hope found in God’s word and the prayer of this hymn serve as the breath of 

God to fill an enliven your soul today. 

 

FIRST READING : Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in 

exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured 

that through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.” 

A reading from Ezekiel. 

 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were 

very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones 

live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 

say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I 

will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh 

to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 

shall know that I am the LORD.” 

  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 

rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, 

and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in 

them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 

says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 

may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 

and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

  11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our 

bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and 

say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know 

that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 

people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 

soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

  



Breathe on Me, Breath of God verse 1 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  

Fill me with life anew, 

That I may love what thou dost love, 

And do what thou wouldst do. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force 

behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by 

which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this 

reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed 

it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Breathe on Me, Breath of God verse 2 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  

Until my heart is pure, 

Until with thee I will one will, 

To do and to endure. 

 

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he 

calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. 
2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 

brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 
4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, 

so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha 

and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in 

the place where he was. 

  7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The disciples said to him, 

“Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus 

answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not 

stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because 



the light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 

but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, 

he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that 

he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your 

sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who 

was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 

 

Breathe on Me, Breath of God verse 3 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  

Unite my soul with thine, 

Until this earthly part of me 

Glows with thy fire divine. 

  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now 

Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha 

and Mary to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she 

went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been 

here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you whatever 

you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I 

know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and 

everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, 

“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.” 

  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her privately, 

“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and 

went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha 

had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 

quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to 

weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to 

him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her 

weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and 

deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 
35Jesus began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, 

“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 

against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, 

“Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I 

not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the 

stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew 

that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they 

may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 

come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face 

wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 

believed in him. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 



 

Breathe on Me, Breath of God verse 4 

Breathe on me, Breath of God,  

So shall I never die, 

But live with thee the perfect life, 

Of thine eternity. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

With the whole church on earth, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of 

God's creation. 

Silence for reflection 

O God, you hear us when we call to you.  

We pray for your church, our pastors and teachers, and all who call upon your name. You have 

blessed us to be a blessing to the world. Make us bold to tell the stories of your love and to live 

as your light to the nations. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We pray for the well-being of all creation and all people. Guide leaders of nations and 

communities to serve with justice and compassion in the wake if this pandemic. Inspire us all to 

work for peace and equity in the places we live. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 



We pray for all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Send your healing to the sick and injured, 

your comfort to the dying and those who grieve, and strength to the weak. Send us out to serve as 

your presence to those in need of your care, especially Don, Dora, Kathie, Jessie, and others we 

name in our hearts.  

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We offer to you, O God, the prayers of your people, placed upon our wooden cross. Bring your 

blessing and power to these situations in need of you grace and love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

  



SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Baptized in Water (ELW 456) 

 
DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
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