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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

For over a year we have been including an insert in our bulletins called “Taking Faith 
Home”. One side has a list of scripture readings and prayers for the coming week. The other 
side has some conversation starters, a devotion based on one of the readings for that 
Sunday, an idea for an act of service, and a ritual or tradition to practice. 

I love the idea of rituals to build community and make our faith more tangible. Our worship 
services are based on what we call liturgy which is just a churchy word for a set patterns of 
rituals that guide our worship of God. Liturgy can provide predictability which most 
Lutherans like.  

Some of our older worshipers might remember when the sharing of the Peace was first 
introduced to the Lutheran liturgy. At first, many people felt uncomfortable inserting the 
interactive ritual of greeting the people around them with a word of peace. And maybe 
some of you still feel that way! 

In these Sundays after Easter, we move from hearing the stories of the risen Jesus 
appearing to his disciples to learning how to live as God’s resurrection people. Our gospel 
reading today, takes us back to the night before Jesus was arrested, tried, and crucified. He 
knew that this was his final night with his disciples and he made it a time of worship, 
including ritual and words of life and instruction that would guide them as a community 
beyond his death and resurrection. 

We always hear this passage, and the verses before it, on Maundy Thursday of Holy Week. 
The first part of chapter 13 tells about Jesus gathering with his disciples to share a meal. 
Then he “got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was tied around him.” (John 13:4-5) The way John tells it gives this act a 
sense of intentional ritual. 

After Jesus washed his disciples’ feet he gave them some words of instruction that have 
become for us words of scripture that we can read again and again. Jesus tells the disciples 
that what he has done serves as an example for them to repeat with one another.  

Here at Zion we have attempted foot washing a few times in our Maundy Thursday 
worship, but it seems each year fewer and fewer people participated in that part of the 
service. I appreciate the idea of doing something that held meaning for Jesus and his 
disciples, but as a society that wears closed toed shoes that act doesn’t connect with us. 

As children of God and disciples of Jesus we must also follow Jesus’ example of serving and 
caring as part of our lives of faith in ways that resonate with our society today. 



After Jesus tells his disciples to do as he has done for them, Judas this gathering in order to 
turn Jesus in to the officials who want to kill him. This act of turning his back on Jesus and 
the community of disciples is, in John’s gospel, the moment of betrayal. So, when Judas 
leaves, Jesus uses that betrayal as a teachable moment.  

He tells the remaining disciples that his work is done. Jesus has been glorified and God has 
been glorified through him. In John’s gospel, when God is glorified God is being revealed in 
and among God’s people. God has been revealed in Jesus’ life, teaching, and ministry to 
those both in and outside of the Jewish community.  

The second of half of our gospel reading today is Jesus’ blessing and sending for his 
disciples. “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” 

God was revealed in the formation of a new kind of community, this mish-mash of men and 
women who followed and learned from Jesus as his disciples. And now Jesus is providing a 
blessing to his disciples so that they will glorify, or reveal God to the world by their life 
together in the days and years and ages to come. 

The bond of this community of disciples will be tested as Jesus heads to the cross. One will 
outright deny knowing Jesus at all. Others will flee. Some will watch from afar and some 
will stand at the foot of the cross next to Jesus’ mother and the other women.  

Maybe this new commandment to love one another brought them back together in that 
locked room the next day. Even though they were afraid and confused, the disciples chose 
to be together. There is no record of them being angry with one another about how they 
handled themselves the night before.  

They gather because Jesus commanded them to be a community based on love—HIS love 
for them that must be shared with one another. 

Here, as we gather with friends and with those we don’t know so well, we trust that God 
has called us together and that in the rituals of our worship God is forming us into a 
community based on the love we know in the person, ministry, suffering, and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ. As we leave this place, we can take our faith home by practicing similar 
rituals with our families and friends. 

One of my seminary classmates tells about a ritual that has developed over time with his 
teenage son, Tyler. Matt writes:  

Most nights before bed, Tyler and I will watch an episode or two of a show together. We 
started by watching The Office, made it through all 8 seasons of that, and have now switched 
to Scrubs. There’s a rhythm to it, almost a ritual or even a liturgy. One of us will say to the 
other, “wanna watch an episode?” Then we’ll go to the basement, I’ll bring a bowl of cereal 
with me, sometimes Tyler will pop some popcorn for himself, we’ll both plug in our phones, 
and get the show started.  



When it’s done, we stand up, tell each other “remember that you’re a baptized child of God,” 
make the sign of the cross on each other’s forehead, then give each other the classic “guy hug” 
with two fist pats on the other’s back. Then we head back upstairs...he turns off the lamp, and I 
get the overhead lights. I’ve really come to cherish this time each night. I think he appreciates 
it too. 

Our home rituals of blessing and devotional practices don’t need to be formal or serious. 
Matt and his wife began the practice very early on of making the sign of the cross on their 
kids’ foreheads and saying, “Remember that you are a baptized child of God.” As the kids 
got older they returned the blessing to their parents. That ritual has stayed constant even 
as others rituals have morphed into sharing a meal of cereal and popcorn and watching 
something funny on TV.  

Even deeper than a ritual gesture and a series of habits that have become holy time is the 
love between this father and son. It is a love that flows from the love of God, revealed in 
Jesus Christ and now revealed in the ways Matt and his family share that love with their 
kids’ friends, in their work, and in the ways they live as a family. 

That is the purpose of our gatherings, too. Here we meet together to speak, sing, and 
proclaim God’s love for us. Here we receive Jesus’ words of instruction and care. Here we 
share a meal of love and engage in rituals that reinforce God’s faithfulness and promises.  

And then we are sent out so that the world will know that we are Jesus’ disciples, that we 
belong to God, and that God’s love is possible for everyone! 

Check out the Taking Faith Home insert this week. Or follow my friend’s pattern with his 
kids. Or take a look at the rituals you have developed in your life and notice how these are 
ways that you are reminding yourself, and giving witness to others, of God’s love for us and 
for the whole world. 

Turn to a neighbor in your pew, make the sign of the cross on their forehead and say, 
“Remember, you are a baptized child of God.” 

  



Prayers of Intercession 
 
Trusting God’s promise of new life, we pray for the renewal of the church, the world, and all 
of creation. 

A brief silence. 

Send your Holy Spirit upon your church. Awaken in us renewed commitment to our 
baptismal promises: to build community, to worship together, to share our faith, to serve 
others, and to work for justice and peace. We pray especially for Bradn Buerkle and his 
family, serving as missionaries in Russia. Bless his ministry to raise up leaders in your 
church. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
With all creation we bring forth our praise of you, our Creator. Bring healing and renewal 
to lands and waterways where the melting snows bring flooding and erosion. Guide all 
people to be good stewards of the gifts you have given. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Call all nations to the repentance that leads to life. Empower legislators to craft laws 
reflecting your commandments to love and serve. Bless police officers, firefighters, 
paramedics, and first responders who put themselves at risk to care for others.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Make your home among us and shelter us from storms of death, mourning, crying, and pain. 
Draw near to those who weep and to those who are lonely. Restore health and wholeness 
to those who suffer, especially Carleen, Jessie, Roger and others we know and love.   pause 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Encourage us to embrace the ministry of hospitality so that newcomers are both welcomed 
and included in the fellowship of this congregation. Bless the work of those preparing to 
welcome children to Vacation Bible School in a few weeks. May they experience your loving 
embrace through us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You promise new life for all the faithful departed. Renew us in faith and hope until the day 
death is no more, when you will dwell with us in the new heaven and earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God. Come near to us with your saving 
help, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 


