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December Calendar: 
4 6:45 am Men’s Bible Study 

 12:00 Women’s Podcast  

 5:30 pm Christmas choir practice 

6 3:00 pm Bazaar set-up  

7 9 am – 1 pm ZLC Christmas Bazaar  

8 9:30 am Frolic Preschool Faith Formation  

11 Salvation Army Bell Ringing all day 

 5:30 pm Christmas Choir practice  

15 10:30 am Congregational Meeting  

5:30 pm High School Youth meet  

16 6:15 pm Task Force meetings 

 7:00 pm Council Meeting 

17 10:00 am ZLC Staff Meeting  

18 6:45 am Men’s Bible Study  

 12:00 pm Women’s Podcast 

 5:30 pm Christmas Choir practice 

 6:00 pm Children’s Christmas Program and 

Advent Worship with dinner after 

24 3:00 pm & 5:30 pm Christmas Eve Worship 

services 
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DECEMBER SERVANT SCHEDULE: 

Zion Lutheran Church Council members & ZLC Staff 

Council President  Tanner Hoversland 350-0455 

Council Vice-President  Stacy Mangold  366-1464 

Sunday School Coordinator Falan Aanenson  350-2112 

Finance    Brandon Cowen 366-3970 

Worship & Music   

Parish Ed/Youth & Family Jim Fryer  380-2084 

Evangelism   Cherie Quigley  350-0136 

Caring Ministry   Alicia Balster  350-3184 

Mutual Ministry   Polly Weichel  366-2396 

Stewardship   Clint Smith   366-1367 

Facilities   Scott Lutz  350-0512 

ZLCW    Vonnie Ortgies  535-8906 

Zion Lutheran Church Office    538-5082
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: 

December 2019 Newsletter 

 

         USHER      GREETER   LECTOR         COMM. ASST.        ACOLYTE  
12/8/19 Vonnie Ortgies 

 
Arntzen Family   Dana Leininger     Phil Koterba & 

Andrew Sura   
Josi Maier 

12/15/19 Pat Weichel Fryer Family Vicki Minzel Kathy Trask & 
Polly Weichel 

Cameryn 
Aanenson 

12/22/19 Bob Giese  Phil & Pam Koterba    Cindy Giese   Linda Robinson Rylee Cowen  

12/24/19 Volunteer needed Volunteer needed     Volunteer needed  Volunteer needed  Volunteer needed    

12/29/19 Kent Yunker  Foss Wilson Lana Papp Vonnie Ortgies  Volunteer needed 

01/05/20 Wayne Leininger   Jim & Pat 
Fredrickson 

Pam Koterba Lana Papp  Volunteer needed 
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Pastor’s Page 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  

Romans 15:13 

I am rewriting my original article for this month’s newsletter in light of the recent teen suicide 
in our community. I wanted to write about hope, our theme for this Advent season, and now I 
need to write about hope. But first we must acknowledge the depth of pain and confusion that 
follows a tragedy such as this. 

In our Christian teaching we are clear that this kind of death does not keep one from the 
promises of heaven. We trust in God’s ever present, never failing love for each person and that 
in our moments of deepest despair, God is there.  

The teachers and school staff who knew and loved this child are grieving along with his friends 
and family. Any words of comfort or acts of kindness we can extend to any who have been 
personally impacted are ways we can extend God’s love. 

Our first Sunday of Advent readings call us to keep awake, to pay attention, and certainly this 
and similar tragedies serve as wake-up calls. We are startled into paying closer attention to how 
our loved ones, and we ourselves, are feeling and coping with day to day life. We remember to 
talk more, listen more attentively, and forgive ourselves and one another more graciously. 

This season we are reminded that our God is the God of hope. Notice in the verse from Romans, 
above, that Paul says God is THE God of hope, not just A God of hope. The hope God is and 
provides is hope based on a promise. The promise we focus on in the weeks before Christmas is 
the coming of the Savior, the incarnation of God, who has come into the world in the person of 
Jesus to bring light into our darkness, and life out of our deaths. 

Paul reassures us of this promise in Romans 8:38-39. “For I am convinced that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” 

Hope in Christ, then, is an actual thing that we can hang our fears and futures upon. In the midst 
of grief and pain and confusion, the ideas of joy and peace may seem too far off, too difficult to 
grasp. Allow time to grieve, even as you hang on even tighter to the faith we have received in 
Holy Baptism. And bless one another with the blessings we have received from God. May the 
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

Resting in the promises of Emmanuel, God-with-us, 
Pastor Lynne 

  



 

3 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

Worship, faith in Action, Outreach, Fellowship, 

News, Events, Causes, Happenings, Community, 

Stewardship, Ministry, Connections & More!  

Wednesday Advent Worship, followed by supper 
This year we will worship with the liturgy of Holden Evening Prayer on the 
Wednesdays of Advent with a focus on the symbolism of the Christmas tree 
(Dec. 4) and the decorations known as Chrismons and their meanings (Dec. 11).  

The children of Zion will present their Christmas program on December 18 at 
this service.  
Each week a light supper will be served following the worship service. Join us at 
6:00pm for Evening Prayer and stay for fellowship and a meal after.  December 
4th is pizza night, December 11th is sandwiches, December 18th is sloppy joes! 

 

Adult Forum—ELCA World Hunger study  
The story of Advent is a story of hunger—the people’s hunger for 
salvation, the fleeing holy family’s hunger for safety and the world’s 
hunger for a new dawn. It is a season when we await the one who will 
“give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death” (Luke 
1:79a). Advent hope draws us into the world as people of promise, people 
for whom the “shadow of death” cast by deep hunger and poverty around 
the world is not God’s final word to God’s people. In Advent, we reflect on 
how far the Lord has led us and how far we have yet to go toward a world 
in which all are fed. As we prepare for the arrival of God’s Son, this season 
offers an important opportunity to reflect on the mystery and excitement 
of the promise from God. 
Each week’s theme: 

• Dec. 1—Shared vulnerability (Matthew 24) 

• Dec. 8—The “good fruit” of repentance (Matthew 3) 

• Dec. 15—A congregational meeting is planned following worship 
this day.  

• Dec. 22—Finding God in unexpected places (Matthew 1) 

  
 
 

 

  

 

 

Children’s Christmas Program 
Join the Children of Zion at the 

Children’s Christmas Program on 

Wednesday, December 18th at 6 pm.  

Enjoy the Children’s musical 

celebration of the coming of the baby 

Jesus during our 4th Advent worship 

service.  Join in fellowship and food 

following worship downstairs in the 

fellowship hall for sloppy joes!      
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Ring the Bell!  

Salvation Army Kettle Drive—Dec. 11 at Albertsons & the Post Office 
This year Zion has signed up for one day of manning the red kettles at both 
locations in Lewistown. The confirmation youth and adult volunteers will take the 
hour during their regular class time. The remaining times are from 8:00am – 
4:00pm at the Post Office and 10:00am – 4:00pm and 5:00 – 7:00pm at 
Albertsons. Sign-up sheets are on the table in the narthex, or you may contact the 
church office, 538-5082 or zionelca@midrivers.com.  

 

 

2019 Zion Lutheran Church Christmas Bazaar!  
The 2019 Christmas Bazaar will be on Saturday, December 7th from 9am – 

1pm.  The Christmas wreaths are assembled & decorated and the lefse is 

prepared! Crafts & baked goods are in the works for this year’s Annual 

Christmas Bazaar!  Call your friends & family!  Come together to enjoy 

coffee & sweet rolls for breakfast followed by holiday shopping & a lovely 

lunch.  Soup, bread & delicious pie are on the lunch menu!   Sign up sheets 

for work shifts are on the Narthex table or call the office to see what you can 

do to help!  Set up for this fun event starts Friday, December 6th at 3 pm.  

 

Congregational Meeting, December 15 
The Zion Church Council is calling a 

congregational meeting for those interested in 
discussing a new policy the council has recently 

drafted. A letter detailing the policy will be 
sent out to the congregation & any questions 
or concerns will be addressed at the meeting 
following worship on Sunday, December 15. 

 

 

 

 Lewistown Christmas Cantata!  
Tickets are now available for the Lewistown Christmas Cantata 
taking place on December 7 & 8 at First Presbyterian Church.   
Several of our Zion singers are members of the Lewistown 
Christmas Cantata choir, including some of our youth singing 
with the Central Montana Youth Choir who will also take part 
in this year’s concerts.  
There is no cost but tickets are required as space is limited. 
Tickets are available at Keystone bookstore or from one of the 
choir members. Come enjoy a time of music & worship 
Saturday, Dec. 7, at 7:30 pm, or Sunday, Dec. 8, at 2:00 & 7:30 
pm. 
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Christmas Eve Worship, 

Tuesday, December 24 at 3:00 & 5:30 pm 

Both services include candle light & Holy Communion 

 

Send a kid to camp this Christmas! 
Parents, grandparents, godparents, aunts & uncles, are you searching for just the right gift for the special 
child or teen in your life this Christmas? How about offering to pay for part of their cost to attend summer 
bible camp, either at Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp or Christikon? 

Zion provides $250 in scholarships for each child from our congregation who goes to camp. For our next 
year’s 7th grade confirmation youth, the cost of camp is $390, so that leaves a balance of $140. Check out 
the websites of both camps to see their fees, especially if the camp is an adventure experience, which 
costs a little more. 

After the New Year we will determine a common week for our new confirmation youth to go to camp 
together with Pastor Lynne, but other ages may choose any week that is convenient or holds the camp 
experience that interests them. Early registration deadline is April 1st.   

Speak with Pastor Lynne if you would like more information, 538-5082 or pastorlynne@midrivers.com 

Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp: www.flbc.net 
Christikon: www.christikon.org 

 

mailto:pastorlynne@midrivers.com
http://www.flbc.net/
http://www.christikon.org/
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December Social Concern is… 
The Social Concern for the month of December is ELCA World Hunger & Good Gifts. ELCA World Hunger is 
this church at work through donations and support of the Good Gifts program.  If you would like to make 
a cash donation to World Hunger, please use the Social Concern envelope in the pew, write your check to 
Zion and note “World Hunger” on the memo line.  If you would like to choose your gift(s) by purchasing 
an ornament from the “Good Gifts” tree in the narthex, please use the envelope provided on the table 
next to the tree.  All checks should be written to Zion and note “Good Gift” on the memo line.   
 

 

   

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give 

you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 

gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  

For my yoke is easy and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30) 

 

The Greek word for burden means something that is exceedingly heavy and troublesome.  
It is the kind of burden that can weigh people down and crush them.  This is the kind of burden 
people carry in times of crisis when their troubles seem ready to overwhelm them.   

The Greek word for load means the cargo or normal daily weight that a person carries.  
We all have daily loads—sometimes they are heavier than other times, but God graciously 
enables us to carry them.   

During those crushing times, ask for a Stephen Minister.  The Stephen Minister embodies 
Christ, who helps bear our burdens.  We find ourselves in the yoke, and we see the face of Jesus 
in the sister or brother who is yoked with us.   

 
Pastor Lynne 380-0760 ----- Roger Woltermann 535-8851----- Kris Descheemaeker 535-6869 
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Stewards of God’s Love, December 

December!!  Where has the year gone?  Since the year is coming to a close, I thought perhaps we should 

review the Christian meaning of Stewardship.   

When you think of stewardship, what comes to mind? 

Maybe fundraising or a capital campaign. Possibly taking care of the environment. Or maybe you think it’s 

just a stale old word you’ve seen in history books. Maybe, if you’re being honest, you’re not really sure what 

it means. 

The reality is that many people today, including lots of Christians, don’t understand the true meaning of 

stewardship. And that’s a tragedy. Why? Because stewardship is our ultimate calling as Christ followers. 

It’s the first assignment God gave the human race in Genesis 1:28. That’s when God told Adam and Eve to 

“have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every living thing that moves on 

the earth” (NKJV). 

Stewardship is managing God’s blessings God’s ways for God’s glory. See, the Bible tells us in Psalm 

24:1 that He owns it all: “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof” (KJV). 

And if He’s the owner, that means we’re not. Instead, we’re His stewards—His managers. God commands 

us to be stewards over everything He blesses us with. Everything. That means our time, talents, treasure, 

relationships, jobs and, yes, stuff. It’s all God’s, and He trusts us with it. 

Did you catch that? We get to manage all of the Creator’s stuff. How awesome is that? It’s both an honor 

and a serious responsibility! When we get that in our spirit, well, it changes things. It changes our 

perspective on our family budgets, our daily decisions, even our purpose in life. When we understand true, 

biblical stewardship, the trajectories of our lives change with every decision we make. 

We begin to build a legacy of stewardship in our families. We treat our spouses and kids differently. We 

approach our work with a new sense of purpose. We become grateful for everything we have. We live within 

our means. We have more money to give. And we have hope for the future. 

Below are several suggestions for furthering our stewardship in the community and the world. 

• ELCA Good Gifts:  More than 85% of your gifts directly supports programmatic work. 

Your gifts support work in 77 countries.  Please note that the Good Gifts Christmas tree will be in the 

narthex on December 1st.  If you would like to purchase Chicks for $10, a Goat for $50, a Pig for $30 

or any of the other items listed in the ELCA catalog, please make your check out to Zion and note 

“Good Gifts” in the memo line.  If this is a gift for someone special, cards are available in the basket 

in the narthex. 

• Salvation Army serves on the front lines to address emergency needs in our community.  If you are 

so inclined, sign up to ring the Salvation Army bell on Wednesday, December 11th.   

• Children’s & Senior Giving Tree located at Verizon provides gifts to those who are in need of 

assistance. 

Go now as stewards of God’s abundance; 

remembering the many ways that God has come “down” to you; 

looking in to celebrate all that God has entrusted to your care; 

and focusing out to do justice for the sake of the 

neighbor both near and far. 

Go in peace; share God’s love  

through stewardship year-around. 
 

 
 



 

8 
 

  
Year end and year beginning… 

As we prepare for the end of the year and the beginning of 2020 

please consider the following information regarding your offering.   

All offering money you would like reported on your 2019 giving 

statement must be received no later than December 29th, the last 

Sunday in December.  This offering will be recorded in our system 

for this year and will reflect on the year-end giving statements that 

will be mailed out in January.    

As we look into the year to come, please take a moment to 

consider if you would like to have a of box offering envelopes.  If 

offering envelopes are something you would like to continue using, 

please notify Lana or the church office and they will be made 

available to you.   

 

 

A note from Falan~ 
Sunday School is off to a great start!  Lana, Foss and Heather Fryer have been very dedicated teachers 

this year.  Heather and I have been working with kindergarten through 4th grade children learning bible 

lessons from our “Inside Out” curriculum which is a very hands-on and engaging set of lesson plans for 

young children.  Lana and Foss have embarked on a reading adventure with the 5th and 6th grade kids 

reading and studying the “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” by C.S. Lewis.  They are discussing the 

similarities of this novel with our Christian faith.   

On November 24th, our Sunday School children joined the Adult Forum group for an intergenerational 

Advent activity for all ages.  Participants assembled Advent boxes made to be taken home in preparation 

of the Advent season.  Each box contains 4 weeks of fun activities for you to do as a family.  If you were 

unable to attend the Advent activity, additional boxes are available on the table in the narthex.  Please 

feel welcome to pick up a box to take home and enjoy as you prepare for the arrival of Christmas.   

The kids have been working very hard in preparation for the Children’s Christmas program taking place 

on Wednesday, December 18th at 6 pm during the Advent 4 worship service.  You won’t want to miss this 

wonderful annual celebration of the birth of Jesus and the joys that come with Christmas!   

As a final note and as we ponder the end of this year and the beginning of next, it is a good time to 

remember that time does fly!  Vacation Bible School is closer than we think and materials for the 2020 

VBS are ordered and shipped!  Please take a moment to consider giving your time and talents to help out 

with the 2020 ZLC Vacation Bible School.  Merry Christmas, Happy New Year & many thanks!  
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Newsletter Info! 
Do you have information that you’d like included in the January Newsletter?  

E-mail it or drop it off at the church office by  

Monday, December 16th 
Emails can be sent to: zionelca@midrivers.com      Attention Lynn ☺ 

Weekly announcements come out in the E-Blast every Monday morning.   

Send your news or your request to receive the E-Blast by emailing the church office! 

Check us out on Facebook! https://www.facebook.com/Zion-Lutheran-Church-Lewistown-

806871219346511/  

   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:30 am 1st Adv ent 

Worship Serv ice          

10:30 am Sunday 

School Adult Forum

4pm Circle Bible 

Study Leaders       

5:30 pm Caring 

Ministry Potluck

6:45 am M en's Bible Study,       

12 pm M en's lunch & 

Women's podcast                                              

3:30 pm Confirmation/ RBC                             

5:30 pm Choir practice                  

6:00 pm Advent service  

No Quilting 3:00 pm Bazaar 

set-up

9am - 1 pm ZLC 

Christmas Bazaar

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

9:30 am 1st Adv ent 

Worship Serv ice          

10:30 am Sunday 

School Adult Forum

3:30 pm Confirmation & 

Rainbow Choir                             

5:30 pm Choir Practice           

6:00 pm Advent worship         

6:30 pm Advent supper 

9:00 am Quilting 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

9:30 am 1st Adv ent 

Worship Serv ice          

10:30 am Sunday 

School Adult Forum

6:30 Committee 

& Task force meet    

7:00 pm Council 

meeting 

10:00 am ZLC 

Staff Meeting 

6:45 am M en's Bible Study,       

12 pm M en's lunch & 

Women's podcast                                              

3:30 pm Confirmation/ RBC                             

5:30 pm Choir practice                  

6:00 pm Advent service  

9:00 am Quilting 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

9:30 am 1st Adv ent 

Worship Serv ice          

10:30 am Sunday 

School Adult Forum

Christmas Eve 

Worship services    

3 pm & 5:30 pm 

Christmas Day No Quilting 

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

9:30 am 1st Adv ent 

Worship Serv ice          

10:30 am Sunday 

School Adult Forum

Happy New Year! 9:00 am Quilting 

5 6

Congregational meeting on Sunday, December 15th during Adult Forum, Children's 

Christmas Program Wednesday, December 18th at 6 pm.  

 

December 
2019 

mailto:zionelca@midrivers.com
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