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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Just about every Sunday, as part of our worship we speak together one of the Creeds of the 
Christian faith—The Apostles’ Creed or The Nicene Creed. In one we say, “I believe in the 
resurrection of the dead.” In the other we say, “We look for the resurrection of the dead and 
the life of the world to come.” 

But when we say these things week after week, and toward the end of these longer 
statements, we can easily gloss over them without much thought. Today, the Sadducees 
challenge us to reflect on this faith we have in life beyond what we can see and experience. 

We are told that the Sadducees don’t believe in the resurrection. They were a sect of 
Judaism that only read the Torah, the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures that were 
attributed to Moses. And as far as they could tell Moses never mentioned resurrection of 
the dead, so they didn’t believe in it. 

But Jesus answers them using Moses to teach them that God has been showing us the 
possibility and promise of resurrection from the very beginning. And God continues to give 
us glimpses of resurrection even now, which gives us hope for the final resurrection of the 
dead.  

Let’s see what Jesus was alluding to when he reminded the Sadducees of Moses’ encounter 
with the burning bush. In each of these stories we will be reminded: Our God is God of the 
living. In Christ we are made alive! 

Pay attention—whenever I say, “Our God is God of the living” you will reply “In Christ we 
are made alive!” (Practice as needed.)  

Jesus begins by reminding the Sadducees of Moses’ encounter with the bush. Remember, 
the bush was burning when God spoke to Moses, but the bush was not consumed by the 
fire. The bush was only a symbol of God’s life-giving power. What was even more amazing 
is that God was bringing new life to Moses in that moment.  

Moses, a Hebrew, had been raised by the Egyptian Pharaoh’s daughter, but ran away after 
he saw the injustice being done to other Hebrews and killed an Egyptian guard because of 
it. Now he was in the wilderness, herding someone else’s livestock. He had found 
community and family there, but God would call him into something that would be life-
giving, not only for Moses but for God’s people.  

In answering God’s call to save the people of Israel, Moses placed his faith in God to 
transform despair into hope and new life. 

Our God is God of the living. In Christ we are made alive! 



In that same conversation Moses asks about God’s name. What should he call God when he 
meets with the Hebrews? God replies, “I Am the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.” For the 
Sadducees, and for all generations of believers, hearing these names also brings up their 
stories. 

Abraham was called by God to leave his homeland and follow a promise—a promise for 
land and for descendants. Waiting his whole life—a very, very, long life—God fulfilled the 
promise of a child at an impossible age for Abraham and his wife, Sarah.  

In Abraham’ faith we see…our God is God of the living. In Christ we are made alive! 

Isaac, the son of Abraham and Sarah, also lived a long life. He had two sons, twins who were 
at odds with each other from the moment of their birth. The conflict between the sons 
escalated when the younger Jacob disguised himself as Esau and tricked their father into 
giving him the blessing of the first-born. The anger between the brothers was about to get 
violent, when Isaac sent Jacob away to find a wife.  

Before he left, Isaac blessed his son again saying, “May God Almighty bless you and make 
you fruitful and numerous, that you may become a company of peoples. 4May he give to you 
the blessing of Abraham, to you and to your offspring with you, so that you may take 
possession of the land where you now live as an alien — land that God gave to Abraham.” 
(Genesis 28:3-4) 

The blessing Isaac gave declared his hope in God to grant life beyond his own life.  

Our God is God of the living. In Christ we are made alive! 

After many years away, Jacob returned to the land of Abraham and Isaac. On the night 
before he would meet his brother again, Jacob wrestled with someone all night long. That 
wrestling represented all the struggling he had done throughout his life.  

He struggled with his brother for the love of their father. Jacob struggled with his father-in-
law to marry Rachel and to build his own name and livelihood. He struggled to accept the 
legacy that had been passed down to him from Abraham and Isaac. 

At the end of Jacob’s night of wrestling, he was given a new name—Israel, which means he 
who strives with God and lives!  

Our God is God of the living. In Christ we are made alive! 

These ancient stories of new life may have reached the hearts of the Sadducees but they 
may not mean as much to us today. So we need to identify our own stories, noticing how 
God continues to be at work to bring life out of death, proclaiming hope in the face of 
hopelessness. 

I’m sure we could each think of times when we saw or experienced a glimpse of 
resurrection. A friend of mine from high school has just been diagnosed with a personality 



disorder. The first sign of new life is that there is a name for what she has been struggling 
with her whole life. The second sign of resurrection is that there is therapy that is helping 
her, as she says, “to have a better present and a better future.” 

Our God is God of the living. In Christ we are made alive! 

One of the more challenging issues of our day is the massive numbers of people trying to 
get into the United States, especially from Central America. I read a story of resurrection 
sent out by Lutheran World Relief, the same organization who distributes our quilts and 
care kits.  

“Williams Saravia was desperate. Earning just $6 a day as a farm laborer in El Salvador 
simply wasn’t enough to feed his family of four. With no other jobs available, Williams felt 
he only had two options: stay in his homeland, living in dire poverty as his family suffered 
from hunger, or try to migrate to the United States — leaving his family and loved ones 
behind.”  

Navigating the waters between El Salvador and the U.S. is dangerous, even before 
navigating the U.S. immigration system, if he were to arrive safely. 

“But the entire trajectory of Williams’ life changed when he enrolled in a diploma program 
[sponsored by Lutheran World Relief] designed to prepare young farmers to be the next 
generation of entrepreneurs in El Salvador’s [expanding] cocoa industry. The program 
integrates training in cocoa cultivation, business management and life skills… 

“Williams’ tuition was covered entirely by the generosity of people like you [who 
contribute to LWR]. Today, Williams is running a successful small business making and 
selling tablets for hot chocolate. He buys fermented cocoa beans, toasts them, grinds them 
and mixes them with sugar and spices to make a delicious product. 

“By learning new skills, hardworking parents are finding the road to self-sufficiency and 
building better lives for their families.”i 

Williams Saravia, and his fellow Salvadoran farmers are living examples that… 
Our God is God of the living. In Christ we are made alive! 

The life following the resurrection of the dead will be different than what we know now. 
Jesus tells us that our relationships will be different, and texts in other parts of Scripture 
promise that our bodies and even the earth itself will be different.  

We can either worry about what all that will look like, or we can live in hope based on the 
signs of resurrection God places in our lives right now. We will all die to this life someday, 
and for some that happens sooner than we would like. Even before the death of our bodies, 
we experience other deaths in broken relationships, changes in employment, unexpected 
accidents and medical diagnoses. 

Our hope is placed in the One who also died, was raised from death, and is seated at the 
right hand of God. Christ’s resurrection opens the way for our resurrection, too, so that 
death no longer holds power over us. Resurrection takes place when God unveils an open 



door, a new possibility, a future we never could have imagined for ourselves filled with 
hope and life.   

As children of God, beloved by the Lord and made holy by the Spirit, we are learning to see 
God at work to bring new life, even now. With the hope and confidence we have received by 
faith, and from the believers who have gone before us, we can proclaim with confidence… 

Our God is God of the living. In Christ we are made alive! 

Thanks be to God! Amen 

  



Prayers of Intercession 
United with the saints of every time and place, let us pray for the church, those in need, and 
all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

God of the living, to you all are alive. By grace you have chosen us to live boldly as 
resurrection people. We give thanks for Lutheran World Relief that extends resurrection 
hope to places beyond our reach. Strengthen your church to stand firm and proclaim the 
good news to the world. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of the living, to you all are alive. You bless us with the change of seasons. Create safe 
pathways as plants and animals prepare for winter, and make us good stewards of your 
bountiful creation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of the living, to you all are alive. Your justice and mercy are revealed to us in your 
steadfast love. Grant wholeness and peace to our faithful veterans, and give courage to 
those in active service as they lead, serve, and protect. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of the living, to you all are alive. Your beloved people call to you and you answer them. 
Hear the cries of those who are poor and unemployed, those who seek refuge, those who 
suffer from addiction and undiagnosed disorders, and all who are sick. We pray especially 
for...  
 
Guard and keep them in your loving care. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of the living, to you all are alive. You look upon your children with a loving heart. Bless 
the ministries of those who work with, serve, teach, and lead children that they may be 
strengthen by faith in every good work and word. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of the living, to you all are alive. We give thanks for those who have died in the faith. 
Give us joy in knowing that our Redeemer lives, and that we will be united with the faithful 
in a resurrection like his. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Rejoicing in hope, we lift our prayers to you, most gracious Lord, trusting that you have 
received them in your care. 
Amen. 
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