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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Last Sunday the gospel’s discipleship lesson focused on faith—what it is and how we put it 
to use as followers of Christ. We talked about the fact that faith is more of a way of living in 
response to the promises of God as we trust God to be with us now and to lead us into the 
future. 

Today we hear how those who seek Jesus come to see that God’s promises include 
transformation of lives and that our response to that transformation is our expression of 
faith.  

Jesus and his followers are continuing on their journey to Jerusalem and in today’s reading 
we find them on the border of Samaria and Galilee. They are going through an in-between 
place—in between two territories that represent two distinct peoples.  

We’ve heard before how the Samaritans are seen as outsiders in the eyes of the Jews of 
Galilee. They shared an ancient history as the people of Israel, but some time after King 
David Israel was divided into two kingdoms and each were eventually overthrown and 
taken into exile by their enemies.  

The remnants of the northern kingdom of Israel became known as the Samaritans, and the 
southern kingdom, made up primarily of the tribe of Judah, became known as the Jews. 
Since there were so many centuries of separation the bad blood between them ran deeper 
from generation to generation. 

For Jesus to be anywhere near Samaria was risky and almost scandalous.        In his 
encounter with the ten lepers, one of whom we know was a Samaritan, Jesus brings the 
kingdom of God near to enact healing for both bodies and relationships. 

In those days, leprosy was the name given to any number of skin diseases. If someone’s 
skin looked suspicious they were cast out of society until their condition cleared up, and 
only the priests could declare them well enough to return to their homes. 

Illness of any kind can still be like that for us today. Recently more attention is being given 
to what are known as “invisible illnesses”. Many include chronic pain, like fibromyalgia, or 
unpredictable symptoms, like lupus or ulcerative colitis. To any other person the effects of 
these illnesses are not noticeable. They are only known when the one who suffers tells us 
how they are feeling. 

The same is true for mental health issues. Depression is probably the most common mental 
illness. It is difficult to talk about and we often dismiss its symptoms with just being tired 
or overworked. Sufferers are somehow afraid to admit that the problem is deeper than 
that.  



Illnesses that deform as well as those that are hidden can lead to isolation. And there are 
other ways of being unwell that put us in an in-between place.  

Like the chasm that had formed between the Jews and the Samaritans, ruptured 
relationships in our lives might keep us from attending a wedding or family reunion. 
Marriages that are struggling are difficult to talk about and couples are embarrassed to 
seek help or connect with those who can support them.  

Grief following a death or other significant loss makes it difficult to be with those who seem 
to be so much happier. And the divisions of race, political ideologies, and lack of 
understanding of sexual orientation or what some might consider alternate lifestyles can 
bring separation and dis-ease in our families and the larger society.  

In all these situations, the ones who suffer are left to deal with their suffering alone. 

It is in these in-between times that we need to engage our faith in the One who can heal 
even the deepest wounds. The people Jesus meets in the in-between space of illness and 
territories teach us two things about faith. They remind us to call out to God for mercy. And 
one reminds us to respond with thanksgiving. 

The lepers called out to Jesus, “have mercy on us!” How often do we feel like it is entirely up 
to us to heal ourselves? Yes, there are things we can do to promote good health—eating 
well, exercising, and taking the appropriate medications as directed by a doctor. But if we 
are not in touch with the seriousness of our condition, if we have separated ourselves or 
feel as if we are not allowed to be in contact with others, we might also forget to reach out 
to God.  

Faith turns our attention toward Christ who promises to hear our cries for mercy. As Jesus 
passed between Galilee and Samaria, Jesus promises to meet us in our own in-between 
places and to send us to those who can journey with us to a place of healing and wholeness. 

Jesus sends the ten lepers to see the priests, even before they are healed. Jesus guides them 
to return to community and it is on the way that they are renewed. Jesus shows us here 
that healing is as much about healthy relationships as it is about physical or emotional 
wellness. 

And then one of the ten, “when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a 
loud voice.” He bowed at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. Jesus said to him, “your faith has 
made you well.” 

The man’s gratitude was his second act of faith. The first was to trust Jesus in taking those 
first steps toward his community. Then, when he noticed the changes he turned to give 
thanks and praise to God. 

Sometimes the journey from an in-between place to wholeness of body, mind, and 
community is a long one. Faith leads us to notice God’s presence on the way to healing or 
transformation. This is a challenging act when pain or sadness or tragedy is overwhelming. 



We can give thanks to God for providing the strength to get through a day, or a moment, or 
a therapy appointment. 

We can give thanks to God for gradual healing—looking back to see how we have 
improved, or adapted to a new way of life. 

We can give thanks to God for the people God sends to surround us with care and support. 

Giving thanks is the living out of our faith in response to God’s goodness, presence, and 
power to move us from what has broken us and transforming us into a whole person 
again—even if that whole person is somehow different than before. 

This morning you will be invited to come to one of our prayer stations to receive prayers 
for healing in your life or in the life of someone you care for. Like the lepers we cry out, 
“Jesus, have mercy on us!” Remember that healing for the lepers took place on the way and 
that each of our healing journeys will take time, too. Yet we go from this place in faith, 
trusting that God is at work to renew and transform us.  

Whether you come to one of the prayer stations or stay in place to pray there, let’s practice 
including a response of thanks to God—even before we realize the fullness of our healing. 

Faith is living in response to a promise and a relationship. God promises to meet us in our 
in-between places and bring us into wholeness of body, mind, spirit, and community. And 
God promises to stay in relationship with us, even in those in-between places. 

The response faith leads us to give is a response of thanks and praise for God’s goodness 
and presence and power. May the faith we have received from God make us bold to cry out 
for help and to respond with thanks.  

Thanks be to God! Amen 


