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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

“And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

For the third Sunday in a row we have teachings from Jesus about what it means to have 
faith, to live by faith, to be a people who are formed by faith in our God whose very essence 
is faithfulness. 

Two weeks ago we learned how faith is an orientation toward God. Faith is a way of seeing 
the world around us, as created and loved by God. 

Last Sunday, faith was described as a lived response to God’s promises and God’s 
committed relationship with believers and all creation. This perspective sees faith as a way 
of life. 

Today we are given more vivid pictures of how we can engage faith. Luke tells us at the 
beginning of today’s gospel reading that Jesus tells the story of the widow and the unjust 
judge in order to teach his followers to “pray always and not to lose heart”—which seems 
to be connected to his final words in this passage, when he wonders if he will find faith on 
earth. 

But in order to appreciate today’s lesson on faith we need to understand why Jesus tells 
this particular story. In the middle of the previous chapter some Pharisees have asked Jesus 
when the kingdom of God would come. He answers that the kingdom of God is not coming 
as they would expect.  

Maybe they were expecting a great political upheaval or a full scale war in which Jesus’ 
army would overthrow the Romans. Instead, Jesus said, “the kingdom of God is among you.”  

There is a sense of both the “now” and the “not yet” when Jesus speaks about the coming of 
the kingdom. The “now” is the presence of Jesus himself among those who believe in him. 
In Christ the life and love of God is embodied and given generously, especially in his death 
on the cross.  

But the first readers of this gospel lived on the other side of the resurrection and they were 
anticipating Christ’s return to earth. In the book of Acts—which was also written by Luke 
and is the continuation of his gospel—the apostles see Jesus ascend into heaven and are 
told that he will return in the same way that he left.  

So they are waiting for Jesus to come again and bring the fullness of God’s reign to the 
world. As fellow disciples we wait for the fulfillment of this same promise. 

In response to the Pharisee’s question of the coming of the kingdom of God Jesus tells the 
parable of the widow and the judge as a picture of how we need to pray always and not lose 



heart—in other words, how we are to embody faith in the One who has brought God’s 
presence and power to our lives. 

First we need to determine if Jesus’ instruction to pray always and not lose heart is two 
actions or one. Maybe it’s one action—to pray always—with the attitude of the other—not 
to lose heart as we pray.  

Can we pray always? Paul would pick up on this in his letter to the Thessalonians when he 
wrote “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” (1 Thess. 5:16-18) 

A life of faith is a life whose orientation is toward God so that whatever we are doing is an 
act of prayer. Our interactions at home, at work, and with those we meet on any given day 
can serve as prayers to God, seeking God’s grace and guidance in all our comings and 
goings.  

In today’s parable the widow is the character with strength as she hounds the judge day 
after day to get whatever kind of justice she needs, whether that’s for herself or someone 
else. The widow shows us what Jesus means to pray always and not lose heart—she shows 
us how to live by faith.  

As a widow she would have been considered one of the lowly persons in her culture, 
especially if she had no children. By making her the faithful one in the story Jesus teaches 
us that we can embody the kingdom of God with lives of faith no matter our economic or 
social standing in the world.  

As the people of God our lives are meant to be filled with the expectation that God will act 
and interact with the world, bringing forth the kingdom day after day. To live by faith is to 
trust that the kingdom of God is among us already and that we are called to be a part of 
revealing it in the ways we live and the choices we make. 

Jesus ushered in that kingdom and as his disciples we are called to live Christ’s kingdom 
life.  

It is a way of living that sees and pays attention to the lowly in the world—the weak, the 
stranger, the ones who have no voice in society.  

It is a way of living that trusts in God’s promises to bring forth life, even in places of 
brokenness and death.  

It is a way of living that is dedicated to being involved in that same life-giving activity in the 
places God sends us. 

But remember, Jesus is speaking to those who have asked when the kingdom of God would 
come. And Luke’s first readers were waiting for Christ to return after his resurrection and 
ascension and bring in the fullness of that kingdom.  



We, too, continue to wait for Christ’s return with the fulfillment of God’s promises for peace 
and new life, when death will be no more and weeping will be no more, when there will be 
a new heaven and a new earth, and the wolf shall lie down with the lamb. 

Last week we talked about those times in life when we are in an in-between place, and 
today we are reminded that the world, too, is in an in-between place—the place between 
the kingdom of God brought to us in the life of God’s own Son, and the place when the 
fullness of that kingdom is known by all peoples and nations and creation itself. 

We are in that in-between time, but that does not mean that all we can do is wait. We are to 
live lives of faith, Jesus tells us—lives that hang on to the promises and blessing of God even 
today. As we wait for the fullness of God’s kingdom we are given opportunities to 
participate in God’s redeeming activity in the world. 

This in-between time helps us keep the perspective of the here and now along with God’s 
eternal promises. We all know that the prayers we pray today are not always answered as 
quickly as it seems Jesus is promising in today’s gospel reading.  

We hope as much for God’s action and presence with us during our lifetimes as we trust in 
God’s promises to gather us all into God’s everlasting embrace.  

In the meantime Jesus calls us to pray always and not lose heart. We live in constant prayer 
for the coming of the kingdom with our eyes wide open—seeing the needs in the world 
around us that cry out for justice and peace.  

We live in constant prayer for the coming of the kingdom with our hearts wide open—
finding ways to enter into those needs, listening for the Spirit’s guidance that lead us to the 
places we can serve with the gifts God has given.  

We live in constant prayer for the coming of the kingdom with our arms wide open—
putting those gifts and talents and assets to use. 

“The kingdom of God is among you,” Jesus told his followers. (17.21) And it is in this 
kingdom where faith is found.  

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 

 

 
  



Prayers of Intercession 
Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, we 
offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, you will not leave us without a blessing. Wrestle with your church and renew 
it for the sake of the world. Preserve our life in you, so that we faithfully name you before 
the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Generous Creator, as the daylight shortens and summer’s abundance decays, scatter the 
seeds that will bring forth new life in the spring. We pray especially for our Midwest 
neighbors as they wait for the waters to recede so they can harvest their crops. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Mercifully extend your ancient promises to all people. Keep and defend the nations from all 
evil, and be their shade and protection. Held in your steadfast love, guide the human family 
in ways of mercy and justice. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Our help comes from you, maker of heaven and earth. Hear the cries of those who suffer in 
body, mind, or spirit, especially… 
 
Help us not to lose heart, so that your healing love prevails in our lives.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Speak through us in our encounters with Holy Scripture. Inspire our ministers of faith 
formation, so that all who belong to you may be equipped for good works in your name. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

We thank you for your grace made manifest in the saints who have gone before us. Living in 
hope, bring us all to the joyful feast that has no end. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving hands. We offer 
these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 


