
Rev. Lynne Ogren  Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 
October 27, 2019  Reformation Sunday  John 8:31-36 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Over the past few months our gospel readings have directed our attention to our lives as 
disciples of Jesus. And over the last few weeks we’ve wrestled, like Jacob, with what it 
means to live as people of faith.  

This is the season in the church year known as ordinary time. It reminds me of our regular 
lives when we tend to the ordinary things, like faithfully paying our bills, going to school or 
to work, doing the laundry, and I hope you all took care of those last outdoor projects to 
prepare for the winter cold. 

These ordinary things are important to pay attention to so that when the extraordinary 
things come up our lives will run as smoothly as possible. The ordinary is not flashy or fun 
or festive, and often it’s just plain work.  

Sometimes tending to our lives of faith with regular prayer, worship, and writing our 
offering check is not flashy or fun or festive either and sometimes it takes effort to follow 
through with these disciplines. But we know they are necessary to keep our hearts and 
minds focused on God’s presence in and among us. 

Today, as Lutherans, we celebrate the work of the reformers of the 16th century, and those 
who have followed them, whose main message was basically this—Salvation is not our job. 
It’s all about God’s action through faith in Jesus Christ. Today, on this Reformation Sunday, 
we take a pause from the ordinary to rejoice that our our work and our strivings do not 
save us.  

Today we rejoice in the life we have received by what Jesus Christ has done for us. We are 
already saved from the powers of sin and death by what Jesus has done and continues to do 
to renew us with God’s love and grace.  

This week I was reminded of our common human tendency to focus on the negative. Martin 
Luther was really good at that. We might receive ten “at -a-boys” and one word of 
correction or criticism and with that one word all the positive messages fade away to 
nothing.  

I shared with our new member class a scene from a recent film on the life of Martin Luther. 
He would go to confession multiple times a day and the words of absolution were never 
enough to release him from his guilt and feelings of inadequacy. Finally, the priest who 
heard Martin’s confessions said to him, “In two years I’ve never heard you confess anything 
remotely interesting.”  

We all know our faults and shortcomings—in life and in faith. And they often seem bigger 
or weightier than they really are. Paul states it so plainly in his letter to the Romans. “For 
there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;” Another 
translator says it a little differently, “since all have sinned, not reflecting the image of God.”  



We know this about ourselves. We have learned that we are each and all made in the image 
of God and yet we have a hard time believing it because our human failings and 
disappointments overshadow that one beautiful truth.  

But Paul has more to say. “[Those who believe] are now justified by [God’s] grace as a gift, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of 
atonement by his blood, effective through faith.” OK, so there were a lot of churchy words 
in there.  

Paul’s message is for those who are loved and claimed by God and who know and trust in 
God’s love embodied in Jesus Christ. That’s us! We are now justified—brought into 
alignment with God—by God’s grace as a gift. The very definition of grace is “gift”—
unearned, given out of love for the receiver.  

We confess in our creeds that Jesus was “crucified, died, and was buried.” And “He 
descended to the dead.” In his rising from the dead Jesus redeemed us—released us, freed 
us—from the power of sin and death, a power that keeps telling us we don’t measure up. 
Freed from that bondage we celebrate this gift, God’s grace, that removes the measuring 
stick altogether!  

There’s nothing to measure, nothing to live up to. In the waters of Holy Baptism we are 
claimed and loved by God. We are connected and lined up with God because Jesus Christ 
made it so. Therefore we are free to live and make mistakes and receive forgiveness and 
live renewed—again and again and again. 

We are free to spend less energy on how well we live up to the ordinary tasks of life. We are 
freed from looking inward to looking up and around at the amazing world God has made 
and given to us to enjoy! We are free to look to Christ who is our source of love and life and 
goodness. 

We are free to worship and adore God who is our mighty fortress, our protector and 
defender from all evil. God calms the chaos of the storms that surround us and promises us 
a place in God’s everlasting household. 

There will be time to attend to the ordinary things of life again as soon as we walk out that 
door. But today—at least right now, in this time of worship—we can step out of the 
ordinary and bask in the extraordinary love of God we have through faith in Christ Jesus.  

Today we will feast together with Christ’s bread of life and cup of blessing given freely and 
received with joy and thanksgiving. We will pray for those we love and those we struggle to 
love, trusting that God hears us and is actively bringing about new life.  

And we celebrate all this goodness in the company of this family of God, standing beside 
our sisters and brothers in faith who serve as reminders of how we are all made in the 
image of God, with each of our unique reflections of that image. 

The Son of God has made us free and we are free indeed!  

Thanks be to God! Amen 


