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Let us pray. Grant us, O God, to hear your voice, and in hearing your voice to love your 
word, and in loving your word to do your will through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Netflix has a new series titled, “Inside Bill’s Brain.” It’s a documentary on Bill Gates, the 
founder of Microsoft. Bill & Melinda Gates are known for putting their wealth to work to 
make the world a better place, especially in areas of deep poverty.  

One of their projects has been the attempt to eradicate polio in third world countries, like 
Nigeria. Over the course of this project they have had to develop good maps of the country 
to provide accurate ways to get from one village to another. Then they could determine 
where the terrorist groups were centered and in conflict with one another. It was often in 
these overlapping areas that villages were not getting the polio vaccine and the disease 
continued to spread.  

The elimination of a highly contagious disease in the midst of violence and limited 
technology seems like an impossible task. Only someone with the kind of wealth and 
massive networks of Bill Gates could even dream of tackling it. 

It’s hard for most of us to relate to people like Bill Gates. He has an amount of money at his 
disposal that we can’t even begin to imagine. He has a mind that comprehends vast 
amounts of data at a rate that is literally mind-boggling to the rest of us. And he has teams 
of people around him to help him accomplish great things. 

For most of us, each dollar that comes into our household is precious and spent carefully so 
that we can pay our bills and feed and clothe ourselves. The money we give to charitable 
causes is added to the contributions of others in order to make even a small difference in 
our community or in the larger world. 

In our gospel reading today, the disciples ask Jesus to increase their faith because Jesus is 
asking them to do the impossible and to be more faithful than they ever imagined. They see 
faith as being like wealth—if they have more of it they can be or do more, maybe even what 
seems impossible. 

We often pray for more faith when we are worried or afraid for the future. We ask for more 
faith when we are faced with a challenge we don’t think we can manage on our own. Like 
the disciples we wish Jesus would dip into his reservoir of faith so he can fill us with the 
faith we need to be who God created us and calls us to be.  

This morning I included the few verses prior to the designated gospel reading. Here Jesus 
tells the disciples, first, that they are to protect other believers from stumbling in their lives 
of faith. Encouraging faith formation is one of the key purposes in Christian communities. 
Jesus also tells his disciples that if someone sins against you seven times and repents, you 
must forgive them every time. 



It is from these commands that the disciples ask for more faith! Guiding and protecting the 
faith of others is hard, especially in communities in which faith is seen as a private, 
personal thing, often not talked about in everyday conversation. 

As for forgiveness, at least Luke’s gospel says it’s only seven times we should forgive our 
repentant neighbor and not 77 times as it reads in Matthew’s gospel.  

However, in the Bible the number seven is a number that represents completion or 
wholeness—like the seven days of Creation. The command to forgive seven times really 
means that we are to forgive a repentant person every time no matter how many times 
they ask for forgiveness. 

That takes faith. And maybe, like the disciples, it feels like if this is what it means to follow 
Jesus then we are going to need a lot more faith to do that! 

It takes faith to head into chemo or radiation treatments. It takes faith to face a family 
member we haven’t spoken to in years. It takes faith to write that check for our offering 
when we are unsure how much will be in our next paycheck. 

All of this assumes that faith, like wealth, is measurable. Does God allot different amounts 
of faith to each of us? In his metaphor of the mustard seed, Jesus tells us that faith is faith. It 
is not measurable—and if it were it would only take a little to do amazing things. 

Faith is a way of living as God’s people. Faith orients us toward God’s presence and power 
and activity in our lives and the world around us. We see that in our Psalm today. Take a 
look at Psalm 37 again with me. 

Here the Psalmist teaches us how we put into practice the faith that God has already given 
to us. Let’s focus on the do’s rather than the do nots first. 

3  Put your trust in the Lord. How do we do that? We look to God in the situations 
that are scary or difficult, trusting that God will be present and will act in powerful 
ways. 

4  Take delight in the Lord. One of the best faith practices we can do at home is to 
reflect each day on how we have experienced God’s goodness. We can delight in the 
beauty of creation, in the gift of rain, or in the friendships we share. Take delight in 
the Lord. Notice what God is doing to bring life and goodness into the world. 

5  Commit your way to the Lord. In our baptisms we receive the call to follow Christ 
in the ways we live our lives. Faith leads us to depend on God to set our path for the 
day, trusting that God goes with us and before us. 

7  Be still before the Lord. Taking time for prayer, the reading of Scripture, and 
listening for God’s voice are practices that strengthen our faith in God. When we are still 
before the Lord we learn to recognize God’s presence with us and with those around us. 



The Psalmist also tells us not to be provoked by evildoers and to refrain from anger. Let 
God be God who will deal with those who hurt others and abuse their power.  

Faith is living in response to God’s power and promises. When we don’t think we have what 
it takes to face illness or conflict or global catastrophes, we’re right—we DON’T have what 
it takes on our own. God does. Faith turns our hearts to God who leads us and surrounds us 
with the love and grace and strength we need to be God’s people of blessing in the world. 

As Bill Gates was in the midst of his polio elimination project he showed his daughter a film 
about the effects of polio in Nigeria. The end of the film showed a girl who was using 
homemade crutches to try to walk. When the film ended Bill’s daughter said to her dad, 
“What did you do?” and he answered, “We are working on getting vaccines to everyone so 
no one else gets sick.” His daughter shot back saying, “No, what did you do for her?” 

Faith is the compass that orients us toward God and then toward our neighbor. When we 
can trust in the unlimited power of God’s love to make an impact in the world around us, 
we learn to recognize how God leads us to be instruments of God’s life and love to others.  

Jesus follows his teaching on faith with an example of how faith turns our identities from 
having power over others to that of a servant. As God’s beloved people we are called to see 
ourselves as servants to others. Jesus lived out that role reversal in the giving of his life on 
the cross.  

Faith helps us to see ourselves as God’s people of hope, healing, and grace to those we 
interact with on a daily basis. Faith is trusting that God can and will effect change in the 
larger world through us. 

Dennis Sanders, a pastor in Minnesota, sums it up this way:  
“God doesn’t need us to believe enough. God calls us to be faithful—to seek to do God’s 
work in the world. Faithfulness is about being a witness to the grace and mercy of Jesus; it 
is about trusting in God’s faithfulness to us even when our faith is wavering. We are faithful 
when we proclaim the good news and do acts of compassion, even on those days when our 
faith seems small.” 

May we come to see faith as an endless source of God’s love and blessing for us that we 
draw from to love and bless the world. 

Thanks be to God! Amen 

  



Prayers of Intercession 
Knowing the one in whom we trust, and with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us, we 
offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all in need. 

A brief silence. 

O God, enliven the faith of your church. Give us courage when we are reticent in sharing 
your love. Renew in us your holy calling, according to your own purpose and grace.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We delight in the garden of your creation that teems with all kinds of life. Restore us as 
caretakers of animals and plants, mindful of the generations to come.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Draw to yourself all the people of the world. Embolden leaders and citizens alike to strive 
for peaceful and just solutions to conflict and discord. Inspire all to lives of service.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
You promise life and wholeness to those who wait patiently for you, and you hear those 
who cry out to you for help. Heal the sick, bind up the brokenhearted, and attend to all in 
need of your care (especially).  
 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Rekindle your gift of love in this congregation. Bind together in Christ the weak and the 
strong, those with little faith and those with much. Bless Women’s Circles, the men’s 
fellowship and study groups, the Podcast Discussion group, our Sunday School and 
Confirmation classes, Rainbow Choir and High School Youth Group and all who encourage 
one another to live lives oriented by faith. Help us to care for one another with Christlike 
compassion. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
We remember with gratitude the faithful who have guided the next generations. Gather us 
and all your holy ones into the eternal, risen life in Christ. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Trusting and delighting in you, we commend all our lives into your loving hands. We offer 
these prayers in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 


