
September 29, 2019 worship  
Michael and All Angels 

 

GATHER 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the strength of our ancestors, 

the host of this meal, 

the builder of the city that is to come. 

Amen. 
If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. 

Let us confess our sin to the one who is faithful. 

God our helper, 

we confess the many ways 

we have failed to live as your disciples. 

We have not finished what we began. 

We have feasted with friends but ignored strangers. 

We have been captivated by our possessions. 

Lift our burdens, gracious God. 

Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin. 

Raise us to the new life you have chosen for us 

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

A reading from Isaiah.  

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the LORD sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the 

hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: 

with two they covered their faces, and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 
3And one called to another and said: 

 "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 

 the whole earth is full of his glory." 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled with 

smoke. 5And I said: "Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a 

people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!" 
6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a 

pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: "Now that this has touched your 

lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out." 8Then I heard the voice of the LORD 

saying, "Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I; send me!"  

 

  



There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. 

Put your trust in these promises: 

God will never leave you or forsake you. 

You who were lost have been found. 

For the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Rejoice with the angels at this good news. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty! (ELW 413) 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. 

Everlasting God, you have wonderfully established the ministries of angels and mortals. 

Mercifully grant that as Michael and the angels contend against the cosmic forces of evil, so by 

your direction they may help and defend us here on earth, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God whom we worship and praise 

with angels and archangels and all the company of heaven, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

Angels have been and intriguing and mysterious topic both for people of faith and those who are 

unsure of God as we know God, but who sense a need to connect with something beyond this 

world. I’m sure you have heard stories of people who say they have experience some 

supernatural power that they could explain only as an angel.  

 

In the Bible, angels are present almost from the very beginning of Genesis when God sets a 

legion of angels called cherubim to guard the entrance to the Garden of Eden after Adam and 

Eve are cast out. Later this morning we will read a passage from Revelation, the final book of the 

Bible in which Michael, the angel this minor festival is named for, engages in heavenly warfare. 

 

I’m sure you can think of many angel stories in the Bible. In famous artwork and children’s 

pageants they are often depicted as dressed in white with wings and halos. The angels at the 

empty tomb on Easter morning in John’s gospel were described as “two men dressed in white”. 

In the Christmas story a band of angels appear in the sky above the shepherds so it makes sense 

that they might have wings to help them hover there. Halos first appeared in the French artwork 

of the late 14
th

 and early 15
th

 centuries. The halo represents holiness and a symbol of the light of 

grace bestowed by God.  

 



Even though we like to say that when a loved one dies God receives another angel, nowhere in 

the Bible does it say that humans become angels after death, or any other time. In fact, in 

Hebrews 2:5-6 we read: 
Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But 

someone has testified somewhere, 

 "What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

 or mortals, that you care for them? 

 7You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 

 you have crowned them with glory and honor, 

 8subjecting all things under their feet." 

 

In this life we humans are lower than the angels, more limited in some ways. And yet, God has 

crowned us with glory and honor and Jesus has promised us a place in the household of God one 

day. We don’t know what that will look like, exactly, but we trust in the promise of a new 

creation, including our own transformation beyond the shackles of this mortal body. 

 

This morning we will wonder together and celebrate the presence of angels in our midst from the 

examples found throughout the Bible. I’m sure there will still be many questions by the time we 

are through, but I hope we can rejoice in one of God’s great mysteries known as angels! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 Angels have four main roles in Hebrew and Christian scriptures. One role comes from the word 

angel itself, which means messenger. The most popular messenger even has a name, Gabriel, 

who is found in the Old Testament in the book of Daniel, and in the New Testament in the book 

of Luke. Gabriel is the one who brings Mary the message that she will be the mother of God’s 

own son. Mary’s story is well-known, but sometimes we forget that Joseph also received a 

messenger from God. Here is Joseph’s story. 

 
MESSENGER ANGELS: Matthew 1:18-25 

A reading from Matthew. 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 

Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 

Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, 

and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." 22All this took place 

to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph awoke 

from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no 

marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 



Let us sing the story of Gabriel’s visit to Mary and the song she sings in response to this amazing 

news. 

 

MARY'S SONG (HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER W/ INTRO) 

 

Angels serve as an example of how to worship God! They are not weighed down with the 

burdens of this life. Their only thought is to serve and glorify God. The songs of angels are 

scattered throughout our worship liturgies. In preparation for Holy Communion we sing the 

angels’ song from Isaiah, “Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of God’s 

glory.” Psalm 103 calls us to praise or bless the Lord along with the angels. 

 

WORSHIPING ANGELS: Psalm 103:1-5, 20-22 

 1Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God's | holy name. 

 2Bless the LORD, | O my soul, 

  and forget not | all God's benefits— 

 3who forgives | all your sins 

  and heals all | your diseases; 

 4who redeems your life | from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast | love and mercy; 

 5who satisfies your desires | with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed | like an eagle's. 

 20Bless the LORD, you angels, you mighty ones who | do God's bidding, 

  who obey the voice | of God's word. 

 21Bless the LORD, all you | hosts of God, 

  you servants who | do God's will. 

 22Bless the LORD, all you works of God, in all places | where God rules; 

  bless the LORD, | O my soul. 

 

Our favorite worshiping angels are found, again, in the Christmas story. Let us sing with the 

angels! 

 

Angels We Have Heard on High (ELW 289) 

 

The next role angels play in the biblical narrative is the role of guardian angels. They are 

protectors and give care to those who are lost or alone. Both Matthew and Mark speak of angels 

who attend to Jesus after his time in the wilderness where he was tested by Satan.  

 

We will hear two stories of guardian angels this morning. The first comes from Genesis when 

Hagar, the servant of Sarah, and her son Ishmael, Abraham’s first child, are cast out from 

Abraham’s tribe. In the wilderness an angel appears to them. 

 

  



GUARDIAN ANGELS: Genesis 21:14-19 

A reading from Genesis. 

14So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to 

Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and 

wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba. 
15When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. 16Then she 

went and sat down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, 

"Do not let me look on the death of the child." And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her 

voice and wept. 17And God heard the voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from 

heaven, and said to her, "What troubles you, Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the 

voice of the boy where he is. 18Come, lift up the boy and hold him fast with your hand, for I will 

make a great nation of him." 19Then God opened her eyes and she saw a well of water. She went, 

and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

In this and other stories the “Angel of the Lord” is used interchangeably with “God” or “the 

Lord”. Like the angels at the tomb, angels usually appear to people in human form. When the 

angels act on behalf of God they become the presence of God for those they serve. Let’s hear a 

story from the New Testament when Peter was arrested for his faith and his preaching. 

 

READING: Act 12:1-11 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

 1About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. 2He had 

James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. 3After he saw that it pleased the Jews, he 

proceeded to arrest Peter also. (This was during the festival of Unleavened Bread.) 4When he had 

seized him, he put him in prison and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to guard him, 

intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. 5While Peter was kept in prison, the 

church prayed fervently to God for him. 
6The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two chains, was 

sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping watch over the 

prison. 7Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped Peter on 

the side and woke him, saying, "Get up quickly." And the chains fell off his wrists. 8The angel 

said to him, "Fasten your belt and put on your sandals." He did so. Then he said to him, "Wrap 

your cloak around you and follow me." 9Peter went out and followed him; he did not realize that 

what was happening with the angel's help was real; he thought he was seeing a vision. 10After 

they had passed the first and the second guard, they came before the iron gate leading into the 

city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside and walked along a lane, when 

suddenly the angel left him. 11Then Peter came to himself and said, "Now I am sure that the Lord 

has sent his angel and rescued me from the hands of Herod and from all that the Jewish people 

were expecting." 

God’s word is rich in the promises for God’s protection. Let us sing these promises with the song 

“On Eagles’ Wings”. 

 

SONG On Eagle's Wings (ELW 787) 



 

The final role of angels is sometimes known as avenging. In these accounts they go to war or 

fight for the protection of God’s people. One account of avenging angels is the destruction of 

Sodom and Gomorrah when God rescues Lot, Abraham’s nephew. In Revelation at the end of 

the Bible, we have John’s grand vision that expresses God’s promises to a people overpowered 

by the rulers of their day. The evil in the world will be thrown down, and Michael and his angel 

army represent God’s power to do just that. 

 

 

AVENGING ANGELS: Revelation 12:7-12 

A reading from Revelation.  

7And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon and 

his angels fought back, 8but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for them in 

heaven. 9The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and 

Satan, the deceiver of the whole world he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were 

thrown down with him. 
10Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming, 

 "Now have come the salvation and the power 

 and the kingdom of our God 

 and the authority of his Messiah, 

 for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown down, 

 who accuses them day and night before our God. 

 11But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 

 and by the word of their testimony, 

 for they did not cling to life even in the face of death. 

 12Rejoice then, you heavens 

 and those who dwell in them! 

 But woe to the earth and the sea, 

 for the devil has come down to you 

 with great wrath, 

 because he knows that his time is short!" 

 

But God does not only send angels to reveal God’s presence and activity in the world. God fully 

entered the world and this human life in God’s Son, Jesus Christ. And by his life, death, and 

resurrection the powers of sin and death have been destroyed. Christ will come to us again and 

usher in the fullness of God’s kingdom, bringing forth a new heaven and a new earth. In the 

meantime, Jesus Christ has empowered us—those who believe and call upon his name—to speak 

God’s word of life and light into the darkness and evil forces still lingering in the world, and to 

work for God’s justice and peace. Like the seventy disciples sent by Jesus to prepare people for 

the coming of God’s kingdom.  

 

  



GOSPEL: Luke 10:17-20 
17The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” 
18He said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19See, I have given 

you authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing 

will hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that 

your names are written in heaven.” 

 

Do angels still exist today? Many people will tell you they do. And we experience them most 

often in human form, especially when humans beings live out the mission of God’s angels. Who 

are the messengers today? They might be as bold as teenage climate activists Greta Thunberg or 

Autumn Peltier, or as close as the young person in your house or neighborhood who challenges 

us to live by the faith we claim.  

 

Who models an attitude of worship and praise? Perhaps it’s the 5 year old who sings a new 

Sunday School song all week long or the grandparent who prays faithfully for their 

grandchildren. 

 

Who serves as a guardian or protector of the weak and vulnerable? Certainly, foster families and 

social workers, those who serve at the Council on Aging, and even the next door neighbor who 

brings food or offers childcare to a sick parent provide angelic work among us.  

 

Who are the avengers in our day, the ones who seek God’s justice? We can each serve as angels 

this way by our engagement in our community, including the choices we make at the voting 

booth. 

 

The writer of Hebrews advises us: “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing 

that some have entertained angels without knowing it.” (Heb. 13:2) Let us embrace this honor to 

be bearers of God’s kingdom along with the angels of God as we sing our hymn of the day. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY The Lord Now Sends Us Forth: Enviado soy de Dios (ELW 538) 

 

  



THE PRAYERS 

Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the world, 

and all of God’s creation. 

Powerful Lord, embolden your people to be your messengers. Fill our mouths with your words 

and our hearts with your truth, so that in your mighty name we may overcome the power of the 

enemy. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Creating God, the heavens and earth are full of your glory. You made stars and planets, weather 

and tides, setting the cycles of the cosmos in ways we have yet to fully understand. Remind us of 

our limitations while inspiring humble wonder at your universe. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Prince of peace, make wars to cease and your justice to reign on earth. Cast out evil in our midst. 

Deny victory to those who come to conquer, dominate, and oppress the weak and vulnerable. 

Raise up people who overcome hate and division with the power of your love. Lord, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Healing God, grant rest to those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit. Heal illness, strengthen 

those who are weak, comfort those who grieve, and give peace to those near death especially... 

Bless caregivers and medical workers who serve as your comforting presence. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Lord of hosts, we pray for musicians, ushers, acolytes, assisting ministers, readers, greeters, and 

those who welcome visitors. Help us all to praise you with joyful noise and a prayerful heart. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

God of heaven and earth, all names are known to you. We give you thanks for the bold witnesses 

whose lives reflected your steadfast love and mercy and are now delivered to the victory of your 

endless reign. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 


