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Romans 13:8-14; Matthew 18:15-20 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Our readings today are all about Christian community. The ways we learn and live and love 
together define who we are as God’s people and as followers of Christ. This morning and 
throughout September we begin a new year of learning and growing together.  

Some congregations are starting to talk about their learning ministry as faith formation. I 
like that language because it doesn’t carry the connotations of classrooms in which facts 
and doctrine are poured into the minds of children, only to be regurgitated back at the end 
of the lesson or the school year—and then promptly forgotten.   

Our faith in God is always being formed; it is always evolving as we move through life. Faith 
grows out of our experiences—the hardships and the celebrations—as we come to 
recognize God’s presence in and through it all. Faith is the product of God’s love that is 
nurtured and lived out in Christian community.  

When I met with the new confirmation families last week I asked them what they hoped for 
from this program. They said they wanted their kids to know about the Bible and how to 
use it as a resource for their faith. These parents wanted their kids to be able to ask 
questions about God and to learn what it means to follow Jesus. They wanted them to learn 
how to pray and come to trust in God in their lives. 

As much as we can list these things we want the church to do for our children, these are 
also the things we want—or should want—for our adults, too. We began our readings with 
the Psalm today which served as a kind of prayer. We asked God to teach us how to live as 
God’s people and that’s often why we decide to be involved with the church. Deep down we 
all want to grow in faith. 

In the Romans reading Paul refers to the ancient texts of the Ten Commandments that 
continue to serve as guidance for communities of faith. If you follow those commandments 
you will live in peaceful community. That’s why God gave them to the Hebrew people after 
he brought them out of slavery in Egypt. They needed guidelines and boundaries. They 
needed to know what was appropriate and what was not acceptable as God’s chosen 
people. To this day the Commandments help us to live in right relationship with God and 
with one another. 

The element that holds all of the Commandments together, Paul tells us, is love. He says we 
are to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. But that’s not just Paul talking. That phrase 
is in quotes in our Romans reading because it comes from Leviticus in the Old Testament. 
This is the book that outlines in specifics the laws the Israelites were to follow as God’s 
people—27 chapters of rules and laws—and in the middle of them all is the reminder that 
if this all gets too complicated, just remember to love your neighbor as yourself. 



In the gospel reading Jesus gives instructions for how Christian communities are to deal 
with conflict.  This procedure emphasizes the church’s obligation to go to any lengths to 
restore relationships that have fallen apart. Because that’s what God did. 

God spent generations loving his people, doing everything possible to restore his 
relationship with them after sin came into the world. He brought them out of slavery and 
spent time with them in the wilderness—leading them, providing for them, teaching 
them—forming their faith. 

God led them into the Promised Land and gave them judges and kings to continue the work 
of faith formation, leaders who were meant to remind them of God’s covenant of blessing 
so that they would bless others. Even when the people’s unfaithfulness continued, God 
remained faithful through the time of exile. It was during that time that much of the Old 
Testament history and the words of the prophets were written down. God spoke through 
the remaining faithful voices to teach and lead and form the faith of those who would come 
after them. 

And then, God’s greatest act of love came when God sent his final Word in Jesus Christ. 
Jesus is the love that binds God’s community together in faith. Jesus is the love we teach our 
children. Jesus is the love that guides us through our conflicts and hardships. Jesus is the 
love that lights our way when we are seeking God’s mission and purpose. 

Zion Lutheran is a Christian community that is dedicated to the faith formation of all ages. 
There are other Christian communities, too, one of which is the community we have at 
home. In many ways the home is the strongest influence for faith formation, so it’s 
important that we realize that and equip you with tools to practice your faith in your daily 
lives. 

For some, home is a bustling, busy place with children going from one activity to another 
and a parent or two with jobs and responsibilities that pull them in many directions. 

For some, home is simpler. It may seem small if you live alone, or there are just two of you. 
But you likely have a network of close friends or neighbors that make up your home life. 
You may also have family that you check in with regularly like your children and 
grandchildren or siblings or parents. 

Both our church and our homes are Christian communities. We gather together as a church 
to be engaged in the things that form our faith—worship, learning, serving, and even 
struggling together. We trust that Jesus is present with us in all these things—we hear his 
words, we receive his forgiveness in the sacraments of baptism and Holy Communion, and 
it is through Christ that we offer our prayers and our lives to God. 

We are meant, then, to continue this kind of faith formation in our Christian community at 
home.  Those Commandments and laws Moses gave the Israelites were not just for their 
times of worship but were to be taught and lived out in all their daily living. The same is 
true for us.  



This year we will be talking more about faith formation at church and at home. We will be 
including parents more intentionally in the faith formation programs of their children, 
trusting that their faith will also grow and be reformed. We will be encouraging interaction 
between the generations.  

We want our elders to pass their faith wisdom along to our children, youth, and adults, AND 
we want our young people to infuse us with their questions and insights. We will be 
concerned about being a community that is bound together by the love of God—a love that 
helps us to love our neighbors as we love ourselves. 

We pray that the faith formation that takes place in our worship, learning, and fellowship 
activities here at church will flow into the faith formation within your home life. Every 
week you will find an insert in your bulletin and we expect you to take it home and use it in 
some way. You don’t have to try to do it all every week.  

Try having a caring conversation, rather than just catching up on the details of the day. Like 
the children, see if you can do one act of kindness each day—something I’m sure many of 
you do naturally, but it’s good to recognize that that is what you’re doing! Or maybe take a 
few minutes each morning and read the Scripture passage for the day. Put it in the car, set it 
on the breakfast table, or throw it in your lunchbox.   

And if all this seems just too complicated or it’s one more thing to add to your day, 
remember this, our life with God is summed up in this word, “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” May the love of Christ feed and form your faith today and always.  

Thanks be to God! Amen 

 


