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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

Tomorrow is officially the first day of the season of autumn, but it seems like fall has 
already started with the beginning of a new school year. Even back in August we saw 
Halloween decorations and candy in the stores.  

In the life of the church we are only about halfway through the season known as Ordinary 
Time. It’s the stretch between the festival of Pentecost and the new church year that begins 
with Advent. 

Ordinary time takes about six months. The readings in this season focus on discipleship. 
There are a couple of festivals in this season, but the majority of it is a time to examine our 
daily living as Christian people. We learn to hear Jesus’ call to follow him and to live 
differently, sharing the love of God as we have seen and learned from Jesus. Much of Jesus’ 
teachings in Luke’s gospel come in the form of parables. 

In the past several weeks we have learned that to love God means to love our neighbor with 
the kind of generosity found in the Good Samaritan. And last week we heard how faithfully 
God seeks us out when we are lost and that we are called to be seekers, too.  

Every time we are faced with how to be the Christians God would have us be, Jesus reminds 
us that the love we receive from God sends us into deeper relationships with others. 

Our parable today is a challenging one. Jesus begins by introducing us to a “rich man” which 
is a signal he uses in some parables to remind us that the world sets people apart from one 
another by levels of wealth. And the rich person is generally not generous or caring about 
those who have less. 

In this story the rich man receives a report that one of his managers is cheating him. 
Immediately the story is believed, no questions asked. The manager is not given a chance to 
defend himself or explain. Was the accusation true? It seems like it since the manager 
doesn’t argue—or maybe he knows that his employer wouldn’t believe him anyway.  

We know about rumors and false accusations. That happens in the workplace today, as well 
as in the media and even casual conversations.  

So, rather than try to fight a losing battle the manager needs to figure out what to do. If he 
has been skimming off his employer’s take, he could have run around to all those who owed 
the rich man and taken as much as he could before he got fired to build up wealth to carry 
him through, at least for a while.  

Instead, he chose to reduce what was owed with the hope that he would have at least a few 
friends who just might help him out later. The rich man is so impressed with the manager’s 
shrewd tactics that he praises him! 



What a strange story! Who is God is this parable? Who are we?  

Jesus says, “the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation 
than are the children of light.” The “children of this age” might be the average person in the 
world, the ones who look out for themselves above all other things. 

The children of light are those who follow the light—the light of God in Jesus Christ. Here 
Jesus sets the average human being as an example for those of us who are trying to follow 
Christ. 

Even we who love God and do our best to live as God intends worry about our material 
wealth. Earlier in Luke’s gospel Jesus tells us not to worry about what we will eat or what 
we will wear because just as God has made the lilies beautiful and feeds the birds, so God 
will provide for us, God’s precious children. 

But still we worry. Even more than food or clothes we worry about money—because, of 
course, we can’t get either of those things without it. Managing money is one of the more 
stressful and difficult parts of life. And so, maybe today, we might see ourselves as the 
manager in Jesus’ story. 

If we are the manager, then we must acknowledge that we are truly managing what does 
not ultimately belong to us. How might it change our attitude about money if we saw it not 
as ours but as a resource that belongs to God that we have been entrusted to manage well? 
How we spend or allocate our financial resources might change.  

Rather than spending money on things that raise our status in society—the latest fashions, 
the coolest car, the latest electronics—Jesus calls us to see money not as a gift only for 
ourselves but as one of the tools in our discipleship toolbox.  

Something I appreciate about this parable is that it seems like Jesus realizes that we are 
not, and will probably never be, the ideal disciples. We won’t always manage the gifts God 
gives us well—whether that’s money or our time or our talents or even caring for the earth 
and our natural resources. Maybe today’s story acknowledges our natural tendency toward 
self-preservation and self-gratification. 

And when the going gets tough—when we lose our job, when the diagnosis comes, when 
the marriage is a risk, when bankruptcy is filed—it is in these times that we wake up and 
realize that it is our relationships that are the most precious gift we have from God. 

Difficult things happen in this life and it is tempting to withdraw from others in those times. 
Today Jesus reminds us to turn toward others. If we have built up the friendships and the 
family connections in our lives, then when the challenges come we can support and care for 
each other as God’s faithful people. 

We have been living into a new model for Faith Formation in our congregation and one of 
the components is the developing of respectful relationships. But as we looked at the other 



components of faith formation we realized that everything we do to form our faith is based 
on relationships.  

We worship in relationship with others. We learn in relationship with others. We serve as 
God’s hands in the world in relationship with others. 

Centered on the love of God in Christ Jesus, we are drawn into relationship with other 
believers and with the world so that faith becomes the guide to our worship and our living. 

We all have many choices to make about how we manage our lives. As we begin a new fall 
season in our congregation, consider building up the relationships we have available for 
you here. Join a Bible study—or start a new one! Come to our breakfast today and sit with 
people you’ve been wanting to get to know better. Invite a friend to come to worship with 
you next week.  

And if you are going through a hard time right now, connect with the people around you, 
especially those here at Zion. Let the faithful people on our prayer chain pray for you. Ask 
for a Stephen Minister to walk alongside you for a while. Or simply stay in your pew a little 
bit longer today and visit with someone nearby after worship. It is important that we get to 
know each other so we can, on some days, share one another’s burdens. 

We are not perfect disciples or fully responsible managers of the gifts God has given us. 
That’s why God gave us Jesus to love and forgive us, and that’s why God gave us each other 
to serve as vessels of God’s love.  

Thanks be to God! Amen 

 

  



Prayers of Intercession 
Sustained and nurtured by our generous God, we gather as one to pray for the church, the 
world, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 

Faithful God, you call your church to serve you. Open our hearts to the gifts you give us to 
manage for the good of a world in need. Bless and equip Bishop Laurie Jungling, installed as 
the new bishop of the Montana Synod yesterday. Guide us to support her work among us. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Creating God, you have made all kinds of creatures. Protect animals in the midst of seasonal 
migration, whether by water, through the air, or over land. Recede the waters in places of 
flooding, especially in Texas, and renews habitats in places of natural disasters and human 
neglect. Move us to manage your good creation with care. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Wise God, you rule the nations. Guide lawmakers, law enforcers, citizens and residents to 
manage our social structures as gifts from you so that all people have access to the goods 
and services needed for a healthy life. Show us your ways of truth that lead to justice.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Healing God, you raise up those who have been brought low, and you remember the 
forgotten. We lift up to you all who are in need especially Jessie, Wyatt, Paul, and Mike 
Atherton who is hospitalized after a fall. Grant them hope and comfort in your presence. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Mothering God, you give us life. Give strength to families experiencing infertility or 
challenging pregnancies, to foster parents, parents of adopted children, single parents, and 
families of all varieties. Stir our hearts to connect with those who are elderly or 
homebound so that they may remain connected to our congregation and receive your love 
through us. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Eternal God, you hold us close even in death. We lift to you our thanks for those who have 
recently died and are now at rest with you. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Assured by your promise to hear us, we lay our prayers before your throne of grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 


