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Grace to you and peace from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen 

I asked the children this morning to think about a time when they had been jealous of 
someone having more than they did. Maybe you thought of a time like that in your own life. 

This question reminded me of when my kids were applying for college scholarships we had 
a hard time finding any for which my average, well-adjusted kids qualified. There were 
plenty of scholarships for those who had experienced tragedy or who overcame some 
adversity or were in deep financial need. It just didn’t seem fair that the ones whose 
families were intact and lived a middle-income life didn’t have access to many of the 
scholarships that would have helped them avoid 10’s of thousands of dollars in student 
loan debt. 

The question of what’s fair leads many of our social and political conversations these days. 
Is it fair that people have come to the U.S. from other countries and have not gone through 
all the proper procedures to become citizens? And yet many of these people work in jobs 
that our citizens refuse to even apply for. 

Is it fair that women have been paid less for some of the same positions as men over the 
years? Even in the church, the gender gap for pastors is narrowing, but it’s also true that 
female pastors tend to hold more of the part-time positions or take more of the low-paying 
non-congregational jobs.  

Is it fair that public schools in affluent neighborhoods have the funding for state of the art 
technology while the schools in neighborhoods of poverty are struggling to even get 
teachers or up-to-date textbooks? 

It seems like the world hasn’t changed much since the time of Jesus. Humanity has a need 
to keep score, comparing ourselves to one another. And even though we want to “get 
ahead” in life, we also want things to be fair…at least for us. 

The parable Jesus tells in our gospel reading today isn’t so much about economics as it is 
about community. Jesus describes a society in which all people experience meaning and 
purpose in their lives, all are provided for with what they need, and all work together to 
promote the well-being of their community especially as it expresses God’s generosity. 

I can almost hear your eyes rolling! This kind of social structure reminds me of a board 
game we had when our kids were younger. Everyone had to work toward the end goal 
together. The idea was for all the players to win, not just one person. Taking the 
competition out of the game was not too appealing for some of the kids and adults who 
played that game with us. And as I recall we didn’t play it very often!  



It’s the competitive, capitalist spirit that built our country and others like it! We need to be 
able to compete in the marketplace in order to build and support our economy. We can’t 
function in the way the landowner and his workers do in Jesus’ parable. 

I get it. I really do. But let’s look at the beginning of this parable again.  Jesus said, “The 
kingdom of heaven is like…” The kind of community in this parable is the society we hope 
for. In God’s kingdom the powers that push some people above or below one another will 
no longer exist.  

We are not in the kingdom of heaven now, at least not completely. Jesus opened the door to 
that kingdom and we are still on our journey toward the time when God’s intention for the 
kind of community this parable describes will come to be in all its fullness.  

In the meantime, we are workers in God’s vineyard. A couple of weeks ago we talked about 
how God gives us our societal structures—government, economy, and laws. He gives them 
as a gift…for this life. We are called to use these gifts in ways that build up our communities 
so that the last are not always last and the first are not always first.  

We are called, as we said to Aubrey’s parents this morning, to work for justice and peace as 
disciples of Jesus. 

In the economics of this life we all are better when we focus on the whole community. We 
are a stronger community when all people can find meaningful work and are able to 
provide for themselves and their families, including those with less education or less skill 
or who have had a harder go of it.  

We are called to work alongside Jesus to lift up the lowly and set free those who are bound 
by circumstance or class or lack of opportunity. 

We are blessed in this community by the work of the Central Montana Foundation, the 
Snowy Mountain Development Corporation and generous local philanthropists who serve 
in ways that build up the community. Many of our businesses contribute as they are able. 
Lewistown has a reputation of being a generous community. We also have social service 
agencies like Clearinghouse Connection, the Community Cupboard, and The Salvation Army 
who support people who are in need of a financial boost once in a while. 

At the same time, we have as many as 400 job openings in town. I’ve heard that we’re 
having a hard time getting a second grocery store because it’s not clear whether they could 
get enough workers. I have also heard the rumblings wondering why “people just don’t 
want to work anymore. They would rather take government assistance that get up and get 
to work.” 

Let’s consider at least one of the possible reasons some people are not working. An article 
in the paper recently told of the closing of the Chokecherry Lane childcare center. The 
article indicated that the remaining facilities, like Small Wonder, are full with long waiting 
lists.  



This issue ripples out into the community because when parents can’t find reliable care for 
their children they can’t work. The other concern is that sometimes the work itself pays 
only enough for the childcare with no extra to live on. Then what’s the point of working? 

As in every community there are people who choose not to work. But before we gripe we 
need to consider how we might build up our community by breaking down barriers and 
seeking new opportunities for our neighbors.  

This is not easy. It takes time and research—AND getting to know the people who are in 
need of training or encouragement or understanding. This is the work of the kingdom of 
heaven and proclaims the message of God’s generosity and God’s intention for fullness of 
life for all people.  

What might our role be in all of this as a congregation? 

I wish I had some answers, but I have a feeling there are some of you who might have some 
really good ideas. Talk about them with each other. Share them with me or a member of our 
council, especially if it’s something you think we can take on together. 

The call we have from Christ today is to see the world through the lens of what’s fair in the 
kingdom of heaven—in which those who are first gladly take a step back so that the last 
can be first. 

Thanks be to God! Amen  


