ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Lewistown, Montana
November 26, 2020 Thanksgiving

Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA)
November 26, 2020 Thanksgiving
Introduction to the day
At harvest time we join the psalmist in offering thanksgiving to God: “You crown the
year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.” We are grateful for the
abundance of the good things of God’s creation. Paul reminds us that our thanksgiving
overflows into generosity. As the body of Christ in the world, we give ourselves away as
bread for the hungry.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
GATHERING SONG For the Beauty of the Earth
1

For the beauty of the earth,
for the beauty of the skies,
for the love which from our birth
over and around us lies:

Refrain
Christ, our God, to thee we raise
this our sacrifice of praise.
2

For the wonder of each hour
of the day and of the night,
hill and vale and tree and flow'r,
sun and moon and stars of light: Refrain

3

For the joy of ear and eye,
for the heart and mind's delight,
for the mystic harmony
linking sense to sound and sight:

Refrain

1

4

For the joy of human love,
brother, sister, parent, child,
friends on earth and friends above;
for all gentle thoughts and mild: Refrain

5

For each perfect gift of thine,
peace on earth and joy in heav'n;
for thyself, best gift divine,
to our world so freely giv'n: Refrain

GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray.
Almighty God our Father
C
your generous goodness comes to us new every day. By the work of your
Spirit lead us to acknowledge your goodness, give thanks for your benefits,
and serve you in willing obedience, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 8:7-18
Times of abundance tempt us to forget God and rely on our own power and resources.
But God is the one who took Israel out of Egypt, led and fed them in the wilderness,
brought them into the land, and gave them power to be productive. To thank this God is
to remember and proclaim God’s deeds.
A reading from Deuteronomy.
For the LORD your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams,
with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and
barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land
7

2

where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose
stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper. 10You shall eat your fill and
bless the LORD your God for the good land that he has given you.
11
Take care that you do not forget the LORD your God, by failing to keep his
commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today.
12
When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, 13and when
your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that
you have is multiplied, 14then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 15who led you through
the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions.
He made water flow for you from flint rock, 16and fed you in the wilderness with manna
that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you
good. 17Do not say to yourself, “My power and the might of my own hand have gotten me
this wealth.” 18But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you power to get
wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is
doing today.
Word of God, word of life.
C
Thanks be to God.
PSALM 65 Praise and Thanksgiving
1

Praise and thanksgiving, God, we would offer
for all things living, you have made good:
harvest of sown fields, fruits of the orchard,
hay from the mown fields, blossom and wood.

2

God, bless the labor we bring to serve you,
that with our neighbor we may be fed.
Sowing or tilling, we would work with you,
harvesting, milling for daily bread.

3

Father, providing food for your children,
by Wisdom's guiding teach us to share
one with another, so that, rejoicing
with us, all others may know your care.

3

4

Then will your blessing reach ev'ry people,
freely confessing your gracious hand.
Where you are reigning, no one will hunger;
your love sustaining showers the land.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Christian fellowship involves sharing with those in need. Here Paul is gathering a
collection for the church in Jerusalem from all the Gentile churches he helped found. We
can be extravagant in our giving because God is extravagant in providing for our lives.
A reading from 2 Corinthians
The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who
sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of you must give as you have made up
your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God
is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough
of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 9As it is written,
“He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever.”
10
He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your
seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be enriched in
every way for your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through us;
12
for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also
overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 13Through the testing of this ministry you
glorify God by your obedience to the confession of the gospel of Christ and by the
generosity of your sharing with them and with all others, 14while they long for you and
pray for you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. 15Thanks be to
God for his indescribable gift!
6

Word of God, word of life.
C
Thanks be to God.

4

GOSPEL: Luke 17:11-19
A Samaritan leper becomes a model for thanksgiving. He does not take for granted the
kindness shown to him but takes time to thank Jesus and to glorify God.
P
C

The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and
Galilee. 12As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance,
13
they called out, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14When he saw them, he said
to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were made
clean. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God
with a loud voice. 16He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a
Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other nine, where are
they? 18Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this foreigner?”
19
Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.”
11

The gospel of the Lord.
C
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY Let All Things Now Living
1

Let all things now living
a song of thanksgiving
to God the creator triumphantly raise,
who fashioned and made us,
protected and stayed us,
who still guides us on to the end of our days.
God's banners are o'er us,
God's light goes before us,
a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,
till shadows have vanished
and darkness is banished,
as forward we travel from light into light.

5

2

God rules all the forces:
the stars in their courses
and sun in its orbit obediently shine;
the hills and the mountains,
the rivers and fountains,
the deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine.
We too should be voicing
our love and rejoicing;
with glad adoration a song let us raise
till all things now living
unite in thanksgiving:
"To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!"

CREED
P
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

6

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION FOR CREATION For the Healing of Creation
Sun and moon, spinning planet,
star and comet, things seen and unseen,
Cloud and wind, lightning and thunder,
atmosphere and ozone, flames of fire.
The waters of the earth, polar cap and glacier,
aquifer and river, lake and ocean.
For the healing of creation, we pray to you, O God.
Desert and forest, coral reef and coastline,
Prairie and tundra, wilderness and wetland
Mountain and foothill, mesa and meadow,
Valley and volcano, floodplain and delta.
The trees of the field, fir and cedar,
Baobab and banyan, oak and cypress.
Birds of the air, condor and pelican,
Eagle and heron, hawk and sparrow,
Creatures of the wild, mountain goat and badger,
Elephant and lion, grizzly bear and panda.
The fish of the sea, trout and salmon,
Whale and stingray, anemone and algae.
Herds and flocks, buffalo and llama,
Goats, sheep, and cattle,
Guinea pigs and honeybees,
Seedtime and harvest, vineyard and orchard,
Grove and garden, field and paddy,
The face of the earth, human community,
In rest and labor, by your Spirit.

7

THANKSGIVING
We give thanks to God for every good gift.
OFFERING PRAYER
P
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have
blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and
what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C
Amen
CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING For the Fruit of All Creation
1
For the fruit of all creation,
thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev'ry nation,
thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth's safekeeping,
thanks be to God.
2

In the just reward of labor,
God's will is done.
In the help we give our neighbor,
God's will is done.
In our worldwide task of caring
for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,
God's will is done.

3

For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.
For the good we all inherit,
thanks be to God.
For the wonders that astound us,
for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.
8

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
P
Let us pray.
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you
spoke light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into
being. For your Word of life, O God,
C
we give you thanks and praise.
P

C
P

C
P

C

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts:
freedom from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile,
wisdom for life with you. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness:
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,
we give you thanks and praise.
Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith,
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful
to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory
forever.
Amen.

9

LORD’S PRAYER
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING
P
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C
Amen.
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SENDING SONG Now Thank We All Our God
1

Now thank we all our God
with hearts and hands and voices,
who wondrous things has done,
in whom this world rejoices;
who, from our mothers' arms,
has blest us on our way
with countless gifts of love,
and still is ours today.

2

Oh, may this bounteous God
through all our life be near us,
with ever joyful hearts
and blessed peace to cheer us,
and keep us all in grace,
and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all harm
in this world and the next.

3

All praise and thanks to God
the Father now be given,
the Son, and Spirit blest,
who reign in highest heaven,
the one eternal God,
whom earth and heav'n adore;
for thus it was, is now,
and shall be evermore.

DISMISSAL
P
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
C
Thanks be to God.
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