ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Lewistown, Montana
January 10, 2021

Welcome to worship today!
In this season of pandemic, our congregation is following the guidelines of the
Central Montana Health District and the Montana Synod.
If you have or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please
do not worship in the church today.
Due to the rising number of active COVID cases in Fergus County
face coverings are required throughout the worship service.
If any of these conditions is not possible for you, our worship services are available
online: Zion Website: http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT

Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA)
January 10, 2021 Baptism of Our Lord

Introduction to the day
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis creation, where the Spirit of God
moved over the waters. Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that it is the
Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’ baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come
upon us as upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s beloved children and setting
us on Jesus’ mission to re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice and
peace.
GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
P
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water,
the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation.
C
Amen.
P

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God's mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

C

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the
waters and by your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which
you took delight.

P

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

C

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

P

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.

C

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, making us
heirs of your promise and servants of all.
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P

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above all we praise you
for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.

C

Shower us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace,
and love.

P

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C

Amen.

*GREETING
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.
*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P
Let us pray.
Holy God,
C
creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters.
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may
follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
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SCRIPTURE CANTICLE, VV. 1 & 3 Dearest Jesus, at Your Word
1

Dearest Jesus, at your word
we have come again to hear you;
let our thoughts and hearts be
stirred and in glowing faith be
near you as the promises here
given draw us wholly up to
heaven.

3

Radiance of God's glory bright,
Light of light from God
proceeding,
Jesus, send your blessed light;
help our hearing, speaking,
heeding,
that our prayers and songs may
please you,
as with grateful hearts we praise
you.

PSALM: Psalm 29
1
Ascribe to the | LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LORD glo- | ry and strength.
2
Ascribe to the LORD the glory | due God’s name;
worship the LORD in the beau- | ty of holiness.
The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders;
the LORD is upon the | mighty waters.
4
The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice;
the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor.
3

The voice of the LORD breaks the | cedar trees;
the LORD breaks the ce- | dars of Lebanon;
6
the LORD makes Lebanon skip | like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a | young wild ox.
5

The voice | of the LORD
bursts forth in | lightning flashes.
8
The voice of the LORD| shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the wilder- | ness of Kadesh.
7

The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips the | forests bare.
And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!”
10
The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood;
the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore.
11
O LORD, give strength | to your people;
give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace.
9
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*GOSPEL: Mark 1:1-13
Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on whom the
Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy Spirit.
P
The holy gospel according to Mark.
C
Glory to you, O Lord.
1
The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2As it is written in the
prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your
way; 3the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight,'"4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a
baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by
him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed,
“The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down
and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit.”
9
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 12And the Spirit immediately drove
him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; and
he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him.
P
C

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
MUSICAL OFFERING

1

*CREED
P
With the whole church let us confess our faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all people in need.

C
P
C
P
C

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, especially Bradn Buerkle and
other missionaries, that guided by the Holy Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness of
sins, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that
God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God
has made, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and
night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their
strength wisely, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
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P
C
P
C
P
C
P
C

For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those
who show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for
all who suffer, that God shower compassion, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those
seeking renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace
and peace, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their
witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.

*PEACE
L
The peace of Christ be with you always.
C
And also with you.
MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*OFFERING PRAYER
P
O God,
receive these gifts as you receive us:
like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide.
Nourish us anew in your tender care,
and empower us in faithful service
to tend to others with this same love,
through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.
C
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
P
The Lord be with you.
C
And also with you.
P
C

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P
C

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

C

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
Amen.
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*LORD’S PRAYER
P
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.
COMMUNION SONG
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace.
COMMUNION
Please remain seated, communion will be brought to you

5

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P
Christ Jesus,
at this table we have feasted on your very life
and are strengthened for our journey.
Send us forth from this banquet
nourished in body and in spirit
to proclaim your good news
and serve others in your name.
C
Amen.
SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
MINISTRY OF ZION
*BLESSING
P
God the creator strengthen you;
Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace.
C
Amen.
*DISMISSAL
P
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.
C
Thanks be to God.
Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS007700.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Reprinted with permission from Onelicense.net A-725307 & CCLI

6

Serving Us:
Pr. Lynne Ogren
Pianist: Rhonda Kepner
Ushers: Dale & Gail Kurns
Lector: Starla Solberg
Communion Assistant: Starla & Monte Solberg & Cheynne Aanenson
Disciples: All the Baptized
Welcome! Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect.
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Kathie Bailey, Byron Swanby
Homebound Members: LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy
Adcock, Bob Papp, Harriet Irish, Don Pfau, Marv Mathison
Social Concern of the Month: Pr. Bradn Buerkle. Pr. Buerkle has been in Russia for
many years supporting and strengthening the Lutheran Church. If you would like to
donate to his ministry, make you check out to Zion and note “Missionary” on the memo
line.
Week of 01/11-01/17
Tue
9:30am
Rachel Circle
Wed
12:00pm
Men Over Lunch
3:30pm
BLAST
3:45pm
Confirmation
Thur
9:00am
Quilting
1:30pm
Ruth Circle
4:00pm
Hosanna Circle
Sun
9:30am
Worship
Christ in our Home is available in the Narthex and also in the mailbox outside the office
wing door.
Annual meeting of the congregation will be held on February 7th following worship.
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Serving on Staff:
Secretary: Falan Aanenson
Bookkeeper & Communications Coordinator: Lynn Franz
Sunday School Superintendent: Falan Aanenson
Custodians: Kent & Nina Yunker
Website: www.zionlewistownelca.com
Phone: 538-5082
E-Mail: zionelca@midrivers.com
YouTube: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown MT.
Facebook: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown
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