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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

 
 

Welcome to worship today! 

Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

January 2, 2022 2nd Sunday of Christmas 

Introduction to the day 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed 

in a human person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God 

from the beginning of time, the wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word 

continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly, the 

scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary 

gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. (*Stand) 

MINISTRY OF ZION 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*CHRISTMAS GREETING 

P Be joyful, people of God! In Jesus there is hope and peace. 

C Come to us, Lord Jesus. 

P Be joyful, people of God! For Jesus lives in you and through him all things are 

            possible. 

C Come to us, Lord Jesus. 

P Be joyful, people of God! For everything in heaven and earth comes from God. 

C Come to us, Lord Jesus. 

P Be joyful, people of God! For the gift of Jesus Christ is our light and our life. 

C Come to us, Lord Jesus. 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

            Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*GATHERING SONG: VERSES 1-4 The Bells of Christmas 

  
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.  

Almighty God, you have filled all the earth with the light of your incarnate Word. 

By your grace empower us to reflect your light in all that we do, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:7-14 

A reading from Jeremiah. 

 7Thus says the LORD: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O LORD, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.” 

 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

 10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, 

  and will keep him as a shepherd a flock.” 

 11For the LORD has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 
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12They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

 13Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

 14I will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

 says the LORD. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 147:12-20 (spoken responsively w/ hymn refrain after vv. 15 & 20)    

 12Worship the LORD, | O Jerusalem; 

  praise your | God, O Zion, 

 13who has strengthened the bars | of your gates 

  and has blessed your chil- | dren within you. 

 14God has established peace | on your borders 

  and satisfies you with the | finest wheat. 

 15God sends out a command | to the earth, 

  a word that runs | very swiftly.  

R: Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o'er all the earth; 

once you sang creation's story, now proclaim Messiah's birth: 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 
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16God gives | snow like wool, 

  scattering | frost like ashes. 

 17God scatters | hail like bread crumbs. 

  Who can stand a- | gainst God’s cold? 

 18The LORD sends forth the | word and melts them; 

  the wind blows, and the | waters flow. 

 19God declares the | word to Jacob, 

  statutes and judg- | ments to Israel. 

 20The LORD has not done so to any | other nation; 

  they do not know God’s judgments. | Hallelujah!  

R: All creation, join in praising God, the Father, Spirit, Son, 

evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One. 

Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn king. 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14 

A reading from Ephesians. 

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 

with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before 

the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us 

for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his 

will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In 

him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according 

to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has 

made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth 

in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in 

heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 

destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his 

counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for 

the praise of his glory.  
13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 

had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the 

pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to the praise of his 

glory. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL: John 1:10-18 

P The holy gospel according to John. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But 

to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, 

"This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was 

before me.'") 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed 

was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever 

seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him 

known. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY What Feast of Love 
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*CREED 

P With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  

(Response to petitions) 

P Lord, In Your Mercy 

C Hear Our Prayer 

 

*PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*OFFERING, PLEASE REMAIN STANDING  

 

*OFFERING PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

C Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the 

poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, 

let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and 

heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 

Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened 

the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God 

made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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*SANCTUS VV.1-4 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Love has come: God’s love for all people. 

Come and eat, for Christ invites you. 

 

COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION SONG Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 
 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray. 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have 

feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy 

people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING 

P Grace from God’s own heart, peace from the ☩ Child in the manger, and strength 

from the Spirit of life be blessings for you today and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG Holy Child within the Manger 
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*DISMISSAL 

P Christ is born! 

Go tell it on the mountain and everywhere. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Serving Us: 
Pastor Stacey Heggem  

Pianist: Meryl McKenna 
Acolyte: Cheyenne Aanenson 

Ushers: Sharon Nordahl 
Lector: Angie Maier 

Communion Assistant: Angie Maier & Kenadee Simac  
Disciples:  All the Baptized 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter), 

Wendy Pfau, Louise Langford, Mike Phillips, Roger Woltermann, Sandy Baden,  

Jean Reiter 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 

Adcock, Don Pfau, Marvin Beck 

Social Concern for January: Farm in the Dell  

Heart of Montana Farm in the Dell is a non-profit 501c3 organization providing a life-

long home in an agricultural setting for adults with developmental disabilities. 

The farm will provide residential and vocational opportunities for our neighbors, our 

friends, and our families who are vital members in our community. 

We accomplished a lot in 2020. We cleaned up the barn and surrounding areas. We 

fenced pasture and put up a hoop house. 

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please mark Farm in the dell in the 

memo line of you check. 
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January 8th Falan will be leading an adult forum session on how to use the Instant 

Church Directory app. BRING YOUR PHONES. We will also discuss any questions or 

concerns that you might have about the directory.  

 

The Evangelism Team is currently planning an entire year of House Meeting Listening 

Sessions for ZLC!  In the years ahead, we plan to host events, service projects, and 

gatherings that are meaningful for our congregation based on our listening.  If you fit into 

any of the below categories, we would like you to participate in the given monthly 

session.  Sessions will take place the 3rd Monday of every month from 5:45-

7.  Dinner will be served at 5:45 and we'll end promptly at 7.  We ask that everyone 

RSVP to the session you choose to attend so we know how much food to prepare. Thank 

you!  

 

January: Young(er) Couples (50 yo or younger) 

February: “Seasoned”😊 Couples (50 yo or older) 

March: Young(er) Adult Singles (50 yo or younger) 

April: “Seasoned”😊 Adult Singles (50 yo or older) 

May: Divorcees 

June: Widows & Widowers 

July: Month Off 

August: Parents (with children 0-18 yo) Childcare Provided 

September: ZLC Staff and Worship Assistants 

October: Church Council 

November: Teens 

December: 10-13 year-olds  
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Today: 

 No Coffee Hour January 2nd. 

 Please drop your offering in the plate as you take your seat. 

Week of 1/3-1/9 

Tues  4:00pm Bible Study Leaders 

     5:30pm Caring Ministry 

Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

     3:30pm BLAST & Confirmation 

     6:30pm ZYG 

Thurs  6:45am Men’s Bible Study  

                        9:00am Quilting 

Sun  9:30am Worship 

                        

Upcoming Events: 

   1/11  9:30am Rachel Circle 

1/12  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

     3:30pm BLAST & Confirmation 

     6:30pm ZYG 

   1/13  6:45am Men’s Bible Study 

     9:00am Quilting 

   1/16  9:30am Worship 


