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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

March 13, 2022 

 
 

Welcome to worship today!   

Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

March 13, 2022 Second Sunday in Lent 

 

Introduction to the day 

Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our 

God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-

initiated relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a 

tradition in which to seek God’s face again. Lent provides another occasion to behold the 

God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name of the 

Lord.” (*Stand) 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

MINISTRY OF ZION 

 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

P Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church 

of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 

 

*ENTRANCE HYMN Lead Me, Guide Me (ELW 768) 

See insert 

 

*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

KYRIE: SUNG 2X (LATIN, THEN ENGLISH)  

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
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P Let us pray. 

God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to 

the world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that 

we may rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

God promises a childless and doubting Abram that he will have a child, that his 

descendants will be as numerous as the stars, and that the land of Canaan will be their 

inheritance. Abram’s trust in God is sealed with a covenant-making ceremony, a sign of 

God’s promise. 

A reading from Genesis. 

1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord 

GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer 

of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born 

in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall 

not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him 

outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count 

them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the LORD; 

and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

  7Then he said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to 

give you this land to possess.” 8But he said, “O Lord GOD, how am I to know that I shall 

possess it?” 9He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years 

old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10He brought him all these 

and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the birds in 

two. 11And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 

  12As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying 

darkness descended upon him. 
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 17When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch 

passed between these pieces. 18On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, 

saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, 

the river Euphrates.” 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 27 (Spoken responsively) 

 1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then | shall I fear? 

  The LORD is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I | be afraid? 

 2When evildoers came upon me to eat | up my flesh, 

  it was they, my foes and my adversaries, who stum- | bled and fell. 

 3Though an army should en- | camp against me, 

  yet my heart shall not | be afraid; 

 4and though war should rise | up against me, 

  yet will I put my | trust in him.  

 5One thing have I asked of the LORD; one | thing I seek; 

  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days | of my life; 

 6to behold the fair beauty | of the LORD 

  and to seek him | in his temple. 

 7For in the day of trouble he shall keep me safe | in his shelter; 

  he shall hide me in the secrecy of his dwelling and set me high up- | on a rock. 

 8Even now he lifts | up my head 

  above my enemies | round about me.  

 9Therefore I will offer in his dwelling an oblation with sounds | of great gladness; 

  I will sing and make music | to the LORD. 

 10Hearken to my voice, O LORD, | when I call; 

  have mercy on me and | answer me. 

 11You speak in my heart and say, | “Seek my face.” 

  Your face, LORD, | will I seek. 

 12Hide not your | face from me, 

  nor turn away your servant | in displeasure.  

 13You have been my helper; cast me | not away; 

  do not forsake me, O God of | my salvation. 

 14Though my father and my moth- | er forsake me, 

  the LORD| will sustain me. 
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 15Show me your | way, O LORD; 

  lead me on a level path, because | of my enemies. 

 16Deliver me not into the hand of my | adversaries, 

  for false witnesses have risen up against me, and also those | who speak malice. 

 17What if I had not believed that I should see the goodness | of the LORD 

  in the land | of the living! 

 18Oh, tarry and await the LORD’s pleasure; be strong, and he shall com- | fort your  

         heart; 

  wait patiently | for the LORD.  

 

SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17--4:1 

Although Paul’s devotion to Christ has caused him to be persecuted, he does not regret 

the course he has taken. Writing from prison, he expresses confidence in a glorious future 

and encourages other Christians to follow in his footsteps. 

A reading from Philippians. 

17Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the 

example you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often 

told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god 

is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20But 

our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 21He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed to 

the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to 

himself. 4:1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 

crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
*GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35 

Neither Herod’s plotting nor Jerusalem’s resistance to maternal love will deter Jesus 

from his sacrificial mission. 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

31At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for 

Herod wants to kill you.” 32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am 

casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I 

finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it 

is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the 

city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired 

to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were 

not willing! 35See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the 

time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

SERMON 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY (sung 3x) As a Mother Comforts Her Child 
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*CREED 

P With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

*THE PRAYERS 

P Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

You gather the church into a community of mercy and grace. Unify Christians 

around the globe in efforts to proclaim good news even in the face of opposition 

and to protect those whose lives are imperiled by the gospel.  

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P You create the entire universe and call it good. Hinder those who would cause 

further destruction to our planet’s fragile ecosystems and augment the calls of 

those who advocate for thoughtful stewardship of the earth’s resources.  

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 
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P You raise up leaders committed to love and justice. Nurture in those who govern 

patience to receive criticism, openness to new ideas, and courage to change course 

when needed for the sake of the common good.  

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P You hear us when we cry to you. Attend to those expecting a child, and console 

those who have experienced miscarriage. Comfort veterans enduring post-

traumatic stress. Shield those endangered by domestic violence. Uphold those 

who are ill or grieving.  

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P You kindle faith that moves us into action. Guide children and adults preparing 

for baptism or confirmation. Empower Sunday school teachers, confirmation 

leaders, and parents who share their faith with younger generations. Give us all a 

renewed sense of vocation.  

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P You welcome us into your heavenly realm. We give thanks for those whose labors 

on earth are ended and who now rest with you. On the final day, gather all of us, 

with them, in your loving arms.  

Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

*PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

P Merciful God, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our selves, 

our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 

the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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*DIALOGUE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid 

your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew 

our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the 

children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 

arms to all.  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 

coming in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may 

know the unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all 

glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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*COMMUNION 

P The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C Amen 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood 

may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless 

life, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING  

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

*CLOSING HYMN Thy Holy Wings 
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*DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Serving Us: 
Pastor: Stacey Heggem 
Pianist: Meryl McKenna 

Acolyte: Meredyth Bruchez 
Ushers: Kent & Nina Yunker 

Lector: Janet Grensten 
Communion Assistants: Pat Fredrickson, Laurie Bentley, Lana Papp 

Disciples:  All the Baptized 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter),  

Louise Langford, Jean Reiter, Karyn Carman (Daughter of Kari Ihly, deployed to 

Kuwait), Frieda Tyler 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 

Adcock, Don Pfau, Marvin Beck 

Social Concern for March: Love Inc.  

Their mission is to mobilize local churches to transform lives and communities in 
the name of Christ. Practically speaking, we’re a network of churches that links 
church ministries and volunteers to people in need. We hope to cooperate with 
churches, community agencies, other nonprofits, and community businesses to 
provide effective help for anyone facing a tough time. 

If you would like to contribute to this effort, make you check out to Zion and mark 

Love Inc. on the memo line or there is a list of items needed on the narthex table.   
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Today: 

Please drop your offering in the plate as you take your seat. 

 

Week of 3/16- 3/20 

Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

3:30pm BLAST, Rainbow Choir, 

Confirmation 

5:15pm Soup Supper 

6:30pm Lent Worship 

   Thurs  6:45am Men’s Bible Study 

     9:00am Quilting 

   Sun  9:30am Worship 

     5:00pm ZYG 

 

Upcoming 

3/21  5:30pm Evangelism Young(er) Adult Singles  

    (50 yo or younger) 

  7:00pm Council 

3/23  10:00am Staff Meeting 

  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

3:30pm BLAST, Rainbow Choir, 

Confirmation 

5:15pm Soup Supper 

6:30pm Lent Worship 

   3/24  9:00am Quilting 

   3/27  9:30am Worship 

     No ZYG 

         

  

 

Soup suppers continue thru April 6th, sign-up sheets for soup and bread are on the 

narthex table.  If you bring soup, you are expected to serve and cleanup.   Question, call  

Lana, 366-2364.   

 

Christ in Our Home for April, May, June is available on the narthex table.   
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Overnight Lock-in for high school students and 
their friends.  Zion is hosting an overnight youth lock-in on Friday night, March 

25th.  It will be a fun night of games, activities, fellowship and learning about God.  Adult 

help is needed to serve as chaperones, food prep and planning.  Call or text Pr. Stacey at 

406-272-2014 if you can help with the lock-in.   

 

 

Let’s build a choir for Easter worship! A few song choices will be 

ready as options, depending on how many can come to sing.  There 

will be a short practice at 5:15 before Wednesday Lenten soup 

suppers on March 16, 23, 30 and April 6.  Reading music would be 

helpful but no required. 

Lutefisk Dinner update:  A success thanks to all who helped before and at 

the event.  Despite the snowy weather, the turn-out was great.  Once again, 

thanks to all who helped!!!      

     Lynette Sallee & Lana Papp 


