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`  ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

March 20, 2022 

 
 

Welcome to worship today! 

Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services


2 
 

Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

March 20, 2022 Third Sunday in Lent 

 

Introduction to the day 

The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut 

down! The warnings are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your 

ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is 

forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground one more year. That is good 

news for all of us. Thanks be to God! (*Stand) 

 

MINISTRY OF ZION  

GATHER 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive 

to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 

the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we 

may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy 

name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. 

C Amen 
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*ENTRANCE HYMN Let Us Break Bread Together 
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*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE: SUNG 2X (GREEK, THEN ENGLISH)  

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Eternal God, your kingdom has broken into our troubled world through the life, 

death, and resurrection of your Son. Help us to hear your word and obey it, and 

bring your saving love to fruition in our lives, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-9 

To those who have experienced long years in exile, the return to their homeland is a 

celebration of abundant life. God calls them into an everlasting covenant of love. Those 

who return to God will enjoy new life and forgiveness, because God’s ways are not our 

ways. 

A reading from Isaiah. 

 1Ho, everyone who thirsts, 

  come to the waters; 

 and you that have no money, 

  come, buy and eat! 

 Come, buy wine and milk 

  without money and without price. 

 2Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

  and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

 Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 

  and delight yourselves in rich food. 

 3Incline your ear, and come to me; 

  listen, so that you may live. 

 I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

  my steadfast, sure love for David. 

 4See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

  a leader and commander for the peoples. 

 5See, you shall call nations that you do not know, 

  and nations that do not know you shall run to you, 

 because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 

  for he has glorified you. 

 

 6Seek the LORD while he may be found, 

  call upon him while he is near; 

 7let the wicked forsake their way, 

  and the unrighteous their thoughts; 

 let them return to the LORD, that he may have mercy on them, 

  and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
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 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

  nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 

 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

  so are my ways higher than your ways 

  and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 63:1-8 (Spoken Responsively) 

 1O God, you are my God; eager- | ly I seek you; 

  my soul thirsts for you, my flesh faints for you, as in a barren and dry land where 

there | is no water. 

 2Therefore I have gazed upon you in your | holy place, 

  that I might behold your power | and your glory. 

 3For your lovingkindness is better than | life itself; 

  my lips shall | give you praise. 

 4So will I bless you as long | as I live 

  and lift up my hands | in your name.  

 5My soul is content, as with mar- | row and fatness, 

  and my mouth praises you with | joyful lips, 

 6when I remember you up- | on my bed, 

  and meditate on you in | the night watches. 

 7For you have | been my helper, 

  and under the shadow of your wings I | will rejoice. 

 8My soul | clings to you; 

  your right hand | holds me fast.  
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SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Paul uses images from Hebrew Scriptures and prophecy to speak the truth of Jesus 

Christ: He is our rock, our water, our food, and our drink. Christ is the living sign of 

God’s faithfulness. 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

1I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were all under 

the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud 

and in the sea, 3and all ate the same spiritual food, 4and all drank the same spiritual drink. 

For they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, and the rock was Christ. 
5Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them, and they were struck down in the 

wilderness. 

  6Now these things occurred as examples for us, so that we might not desire evil as they 

did. 7Do not become idolaters as some of them did; as it is written, “The people sat down 

to eat and drink, and they rose up to play.” 8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as 

some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9We must not put Christ 

to the test, as some of them did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10And do not complain 

as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11These things happened to 

them to serve as an example, and they were written down to instruct us, on whom the 

ends of the ages have come. 12So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not 

fall. 13No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. God is faithful, and 

he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing he will also 

provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL: Luke 13:1-9 

Asked about current tragic events, Jesus turns a lesson about whether suffering is 

deserved into a hard call to obedience. He then tells a parable that holds out hope that 

the timeline for ultimate judgment will be tempered by patience. 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood 

Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.2[Jesus] asked them, “Do you think that because 

these Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?3No, 

I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. 4Or those eighteen who 

were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse 

offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? 5No, I tell you; but unless you repent, 

you will all perish just as they did.” 

  6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 

looking for fruit on it and found none. 7So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three 

years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! 

Why should it be wasting the soil?’ 8He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I 

dig around it and put manure on it. 9If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, 

you can cut it down.’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 
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*CREED 

P With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven; 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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*THE PRAYERS 

P Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

(Response to petitions) 

P Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

P Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

*PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 



12 
 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, 

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and 

dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for 

the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

*DIALOGUE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid 

your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew 

our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the 

children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*SANCTUS 

 
*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 

arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 

coming in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may 

know the unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor 

is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

COMMUNION 

P The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

C Amen 
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COMMUNION HYMN 

 
*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood 

may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless 

life, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

CLOSING HYMN Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing (ELW 545) 
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*DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Serving Us: 
Pastor: Stacey Heggem 
Pianist: Rhonda Kepner 
Acolyte: Emma Solberg 
Ushers: Chelsea Solberg 

Lector: Scot Solberg 
Communion Assistant: Scot & Shayla Solberg  

Disciples:  All the Baptized 
 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter),  

Louise Langford, Jean Reiter, Karyn Carman (Daughter of Kari Ihly, deployed to 

Kuwait), Frieda Tyler 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, Dorothy Adcock, Don Pfau, 

Marvin Beck 

Social Concern for March: Love Inc.  

Their mission is to mobilize local churches to transform lives and communities in 
the name of Christ. Practically speaking, we’re a network of churches that links 
church ministries and volunteers to people in need. We hope to cooperate with 
churches, community agencies, other nonprofits, and community businesses to 
provide effective help for anyone facing a tough time. 

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please mark Love Inc. in the memo line 

of you check. 
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Today: 

Please drop your offering in the plate as you take your seat. 

 

Week of 3/21- 3/27 

Mon  5:30pm Evangelism Young(er) Adult Singles  

    (50 yo or younger) 

  7:00pm Council 

Wed  10:00am Staff Meeting 

  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

3:30pm BLAST, Rainbow Choir, 

Confirmation 

5:15pm Soup Supper 

6:30pm Lent Worship 

   Thurs  9:00am Quilting 

   Fri  ZYG Lock in at Zion 

   Sun  9:30am Worship 

     5:00pm No ZYG 

 

Upcoming 

3/30  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

3:30pm BLAST, Rainbow Choir, 

Confirmation 

5:15pm Soup Supper 

6:30pm Lent Worship 

   3/31  9:00am Quilting 

   4/3  9:30am Worship 

     5:00pm ZYG 

         

  

 

Lenten soup supper and worship. Soup suppers will be at 5:15 and worship will begin 

at 6:30pm.  Sign-up sheets for soup and bread are on the narthex table.  If you bring soup, 

you are expected to serve and cleanup.   Question, call  

Lana, 366-2364.   

 

Christ in our home is available on the narthex table.  
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Let’s build a choir for Easter Worship! A few song choices will be ready as options, 

depending on how many can come to sing. There will be a short practice at 5:15 before 

Wednesday Lenten soup suppers on March 23, 30 and April 6. Reading music would be 

helpful but not required.  

 

Overnight Lock-in for high school students and 
their friends.  Zion is hosting an overnight youth lock-in on Friday night, March 

25th.  It will be a fun night of games, activities, fellowship and learning about God.  Adult 

help is needed to serve as chaperones, food prep and planning.  Call or text Pr. Stacey at 

406-272-2014 if you can help with the lock-in.   

 

Interested in learning about Love INC, then this is for you!  Love INC is hosting an 

information meeting on March 28th, noon – 1:30pm at Celebration Church.   If you are 

interested in attending, call or text Love INC at 535-5683. 

 

There is a very information update from Pr. Bradn Buerkle, Missionary in Russia on 

the narthex table.  Pick up a copy! 

 

ELCA World Hunger & Lutheran Disaster Response Fund is accompanying our 

companion churches in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland & Slovakia in their humanitarian 

responses to the crisis.  These partners provide refugees with immediate support & 

supplies.  If you would like to help in this effort, 100% of your donation will be used to 

assist those affected, make your check out to Zion and note “Ukraine” on the memo line. 

    


