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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

March 27, 2022 

 
 

Welcome to worship today! 

Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

March 27, 2022 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Please drop your offering in the plate as you take your seat. 

 

Introduction to the day 

The psalm sets the tone this day: “Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 

and whose sin is put away!” Happy are those who have “become the righteousness of 

God” in the merits of Christ Jesus. Happy are those for whom the forgiveness of God has 

“rolled away . . . the disgrace” of former times. Happy is the father at the return of his 

prodigal son. Happy are we that our sins are forgiven for Jesus’ sake. Rejoice! (*Stand) 

 

MINISTRY OF ZION 

 

GATHER 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, attentive 

to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and grow into 

the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Gracious God, 

C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your Spirit so that we 

may live and serve you in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your holy 

name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit 

keep you in eternal life. 

C Amen 
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*ENTRANCE HYMN Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling 
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*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the C

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE: SUNG 2X (GREEK, THEN ENGLISH)  

 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your 

mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the 

table of your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12 

By celebrating the Passover and eating the produce of the promised land instead of the 

miraculous manna that had sustained them in the desert, the Israelites symbolically bring 

their forty years of wilderness wandering to an end at Gilgal. 

A reading from Joshua. 

9The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.” 

And so that place is called Gilgal to this day. 

 10While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on 

the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the passover, 

on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain. 
12The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no 

longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 32 (spoken responsively) 

 1Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 

  and whose sin is | put away! 

 2Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt, 

  and in whose spirit there | is no guile!  

 3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 

  because of my groaning | all day long. 

 4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 

  my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer. 

 5Then I acknowledged my | sin to you, 

  and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 

 6I said, “I will confess my transgressions | to the LORD.” 

  Then you forgave me the guilt | of my sin. 

 7Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble; 

  when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them. 

 8You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 

  you surround me with shouts | of deliverance.  
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 9“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 

  I will guide you | with my eye. 

 10Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding; 

  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.” 

 11Great are the tribulations | of the wicked; 

  but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD. 

 12Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD; 

  shout for joy, all who are | true of heart.  

 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 

One way to describe the gospel is the promise that in Christ everything is transformed 

into newness. All mistakes, all deliberate sins, all old history is reconciled with Christ’s 

resurrection. This is Paul’s strong message to the congregation in the city of Corinth. 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 

16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 

once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So 

if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 

everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was 

reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and 

entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since 

God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to 

God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Jesus tells a parable about a son who ponders his father’s love only after he has spurned 

it. The grace he receives is beyond his hopes. That same grace is a crisis for an older 

brother who believes it is his obedience that has earned his place in the father’s home. 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 15th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and 

eats with them.” 

 3So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of 

them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ 

So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son gathered all 

he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute 

living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 

country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to one of the 

citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly 

have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him 

anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands 

have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get up and go to 

my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;  
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19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’ 
20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and 

was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21Then 

the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a 

robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 
23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was 

dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. 

 25“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he 

heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. 27He 

replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has 

got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father 

came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these 

years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your 

command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with 

my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property 

with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said to him, ‘Son, 

you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate and 

rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has 

been found.’ ” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY What Wondrous Love Is This 
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*CREED 

P With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

*THE PRAYERS 

P Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the world, 

and all who are in need. 

 (Response to prayers) 

P Merciful God, 

C receive our prayer. 

 

P Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake of 

Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

*PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 

*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

Merciful God, 

C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us our selves, 

our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive them for 

the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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*DIALOGUE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord. You bid 

your people cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast. Renew 

our zeal in faith and life, and bring us to the fullness of grace that belongs to the 

children of God. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

*SANCTUS 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 

arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 

coming in glory. Pour out your Holy Spirit, that by this Holy Communion we may 

know the unity we share with all your people in the body of your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood 

may abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless 

life, now and forever. 

C Amen 
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*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE 

 
SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING 

P Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C Amen 
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*CLOSING HYMN Just a Closer Walk with Thee 

 
*DISMISSAL  

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg  
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Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted with permission from Onelicense.net A-725307 & CCLI  
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Serving Us: 
Pastor: Stacey Heggem 
Pianist: Meryl McKenna 

Acolyte: Josi Maier 
Ushers: Foss Wilson 
Lector: Angie Maier 

Communion Assistant: Angie Maier  
Disciples:  All the Baptized 

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter),  

Louise Langford, Jean Reiter, Karyn Carman (Daughter of Kari Ihly deployed to 

Kuwait), Frieda Tyler 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, Dorothy Adcock, Don Pfau, 

Marvin Beck 

Social Concern for March: Love Inc.  

Their mission is to mobilize local churches to transform lives and communities in 
the name of Christ. Practically speaking, we’re a network of churches that links 
church ministries and volunteers to people in need. We hope to cooperate with 
churches, community agencies, other nonprofits, and community businesses to 
provide effective help for anyone facing a tough time. 

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please mark Love Inc. in the memo line 

of you check. 

Lenten soup supper and worship. Soup suppers will be at 5:15 and worship will begin 

at 6:30pm.  Sign-up sheets for soup and bread are on the narthex table.  If you bring soup, 

you are expected to serve and cleanup.   Question, call  

Lana, 366-2364.   

Christ in our home is available on the narthex table.  

Let’s build a choir for Easter Worship! A few song choices will be ready as options, 

depending on how many can come to sing. There will be a short practice at 5:15 before 

Wednesday Lenten soup suppers on March 30 and April 6. Reading music would be 

helpful but not required.  
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Week of 3/28- 4/3 

Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

3:30pm BLAST, Rainbow Choir, 

Confirmation 

5:15pm Soup Supper 

6:30pm Lent Worship 

   Thurs  9:00am Quilting 

   Sun  9:30am Worship 

NO ZYG 

Upcoming 

   4/5  4:00pm Bible Study Leaders  

     5:30pm Caring Ministry 

4/6  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

3:30pm BLAST, Rainbow Choir, 

Confirmation 

5:15pm Soup Supper 

6:30pm Lent Worship 

   4/7  6:45am Men’s Bible Study 

     9:00am Quilting 

   4/10  9:30am Worship 

     5:00am ZYG 

 

Prayer Praises: Two new babies have been born into our church family over the last 

month! Renzi Ross was born on February 24th to Tanner & Kelsey Hoversland. Haley 

Marie was born March 7th to Anjeanette & Kurt Carlson. Prayers for the health of their 

little ones as they grow.  May God bless and keep them.  

Interested in learning about Love INC, then this is for you!  Love INC is hosting an 

information meeting on March 28th, noon – 1:30pm at Celebration Church.   If you are 

interested in attending, call or text Love INC at 535-5683. 

ELCA World Hunger & Lutheran Disaster Response Fund is accompanying our 

companion churches in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland & Slovakia in their humanitarian 

responses to the crisis.  These partners provide refugees with immediate support & 

supplies.  If you would like to help in this effort, 100% of your donation will be used to 

assist those affected, make your check out to Zion and note “Ukraine” on the memo line.  


