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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

April 18, 2021 

 
Welcome to worship today! 

In this season of pandemic, our congregation is following the guidelines of the  

Central Montana Health District and the Montana Synod. 

If you have or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

Due to the rising number of active COVID cases in Fergus County 

face coverings are required throughout the worship service. 

If any of these conditions is not possible for you, our worship services are available 

online:  Zion Website: http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

April 18, 2021 Third Sunday of Easter 

 

Introduction to the day 

The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in which the risen Christ shares 

food with the disciples, meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share each 

Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the disciples’ food and shows them the 

meaning of his suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, the two main 

elements of our Sunday worship. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

MINISTRY OF ZION 

 

*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, 

let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We thank you, risen Christ, 

for these waters where you make us new, 

leading us from death to life, from tears to joy. 

C We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us 

in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 

like rains to our thirsting earth, 

like streams that revive our souls, 

like cups of cool water shared with strangers. 

P Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. 

Clothe us with your mercy and forgiveness. 

Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 

C Make us one, risen Christ. 

Cleanse our hearts. 

Shower us with life. 
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P To you be given all praise, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God, 

now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray.  

Holy and righteous God,  

C you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with 

your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: 1 John 3:1-7 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the 

full details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed 

Jesus to take away our sins. 

 
1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that 

is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What 

we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. 
3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 

  4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You know 

that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.  
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6No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 
7Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just 

as he is righteous. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Be Not Afraid 
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*GOSPEL: Luke 24:36b-48 

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the 

disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised 

and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 

 

P The holy gospel according to Luke. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

36bJesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. 38He said to 

them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39Look at my 

hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have 

flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40And when he had said this, he showed them his 

hands and his feet. 41While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said 

to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and 

he took it and ate in their presence. 

  44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 

must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46and he 

said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on 

the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his 

name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
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AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

 

*PRESENTATION 

  Presented by Jamie Sura, Council Vice-President 

 Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with 

us in the body of Christ, who are making public affirmation of their baptism. 

I present Cameryn Aanenson, Abbie Arntzen, and Rylee Cowen who desire to 

make public affirmation of their baptism. 

P Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters, 

whom you have made your own by water and the Word in baptism. 

You have called them to yourself, 

enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, 

and nourished them in the community of faith. 

Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, 

and unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. 

We ask this in the name of Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

*PROFESSION OF FAITH 

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of 

the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, 

the powers of this world that rebel against God, 

and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 

Response:  

I renounce them. 

P Do you believe in God the Father? 

Response:  

 I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
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P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

Response:  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

Response:  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

Response:  

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

 

P People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and pray for them in their 

life in Christ? 

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
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P Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us 

new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 

Stir up in Cameryn, Abbie, and Rylee the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of 

wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 

knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

P Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Cameryn, Abbie, and Rylee the gift of 

your Holy Spirit; confirm her faith, guide her life, empower her in her serving, 

give her patience in suffering, and bring her to everlasting life. 

C Amen. 

P Let us rejoice with these sisters in Christ. 

C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers 

before God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

(Response to the petitions) 

P Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 

P In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 

never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING As the Grains of Wheat (ELW 465) 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us 

with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and 

generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P  The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 

arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 

for the forgiveness of sin.  

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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P Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy 

Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 
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COMMUNION SONG 

 
 

COMMUNION 

 

*TABLE BLESSING 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. 

C Amen 

 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. 

Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your 

glory to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING 

P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 

to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 

The God of life, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

*DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Serving Us: 
Pr. Lynne Ogren 

Pianist: Rhonda Kepner 
Ushers: Foss Wilson  
Lector: Rylee Cowen  

Communion Assistant:  
Disciples:  All the Baptized 
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Welcome!  Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Kathie Bailey, Simpson Family,  

Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s Granddaughter) 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 

Adcock, Don Pfau, Marv Mathison, Marvin Beck 

Social Concern of the Month: Farm in the Dell  

The Heart of Montana Farm in the Dell is working to provide a lifelong home for 

individuals with developmental disabilities (farmers) to live and work in an agricultural 

setting.  Your donations will be used to further the mission and enhance the production of 

the farm with the ultimate goal of bringing " farmers" home on the farm in Central 

Montana.   

Currently, we are working on cultivating the ground and growing our pumpkin patch for 

the Fall Festival and are looking for individuals to assist with that endeavor.  We always 

have volunteer opportunities on the farm doing odds and ends or if you are interested in 

being a board member please contact us at 406-366-8479    

 

Week of  04/19-04/25 

Mon  7:00pm Council Meeting 

Tues  10:00am Staff Meeting  

Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

  3:30pm B.L.A.S.T. 

Thurs  9:00am Quilting 

Sun  9:30am Worship   
 

 

Serving on Staff: 

Secretary & BLAST Director:  Falan Aanenson 

Bookkeeper:  Lynn Franz 

    Custodians:  Kent & Nina Yunker 

 

Website: www.zionlewistownelca.com 

Phone: 538-5082 

E-Mail: zionelca@midrivers.com 

YouTube: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown MT. 

Facebook: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown   

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/
mailto:zionelca@midrivers.com

