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  ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

May 29, 2022 

 
 

Welcome to worship today! 

Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

May 29, 2022 Ascension of Our Lord 

 

Introduction to the day 

In today’s readings the risen Christ ascends into heaven and his followers are assured 

that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses throughout the earth. The disciples are 

told to not gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11); we find his presence among 

us as we proclaim the word and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to 

enliven our faith and invigorate our mission. (*Stand) 

GATHER 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if 

we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse 

us from all unrighteousness. 

Most merciful God, 

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his 

sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church 

of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of 

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen 
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ENTRANCE HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns 
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*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*KYRIE: SUNG 2X IN GREEK THEN 2X IN ENGLISH 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE Praise to You, O God of Mercy 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Almighty God, your only Son was taken into the heavens and in your presence 

intercedes for us. Receive us and our prayers for all the world, and in the end 

bring everything into your glory, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples 

will spread out from Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book 

of Acts. 

A reading from Acts. 

[Luke writes:] 1In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught 

from the beginning 2until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving 

instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3After his 

suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to 

them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. 4While staying with 

them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the 

Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; 5for John baptized with water, 

but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 

 6So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you 

will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or 

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive power when the 

Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said this, as they were 

watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10While he was going 

and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. 
11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, 

who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him 

go into heaven.” 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 47 (Spoken responsively) 

 1Clap your hands, | all you peoples; 

  shout to God with a | cry of joy. 

 2For the LORD Most High is | to be feared; 

  he is the great king over | all the earth. 

 3He subdues the | peoples under us, 

  and the nations un- | der our feet. 

 4He chooses our inheri- | tance for us, 

  the pride of Jacob | whom he loves. 

 5God has gone up | with a shout, 

  the LORD with the sound | of the ram’s horn. 

 6Sing praises to | God, sing praises; 

  sing praises to our | king, sing praises.  

 7For God is King of | all the earth; 

  sing praises with | all your skill. 

 8God reigns o- | ver the nations; 

  God sits upon his | holy throne. 

 9The nobles of the peoples have gath- | ered together 

  with the people of the | God of Abraham. 

 10The rulers of the earth be- | long to God, 

  and he is high- | ly exalted.  

 

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:15-23 

The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians 

prays that we are given the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the 

empowering hope that the knowledge of this inheritance provides. 

A reading from Ephesians. 

15I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for 

this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. 17I 

pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 

wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so that, with the eyes of your heart 

enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 

riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, 19and what is the immeasurable 

greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 
20God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him 

at his right hand in the heavenly places,  



8 
 

21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is 

named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. 22And he has put all things under 

his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, 23which is his body, the 

fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Gospel Acclamation 

 
*GOSPEL: Luke 24:44-53 

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and 

a promise of the Holy Spirit. 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke, the 24th chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

44[Jesus said to the eleven and those with them,] “These are my words that I spoke to you 

while I was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the 

prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”45Then he opened their minds to understand 

the scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 

to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to 

be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses 

of these things. 49And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here 

in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

 50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. 
51While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. 
52And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; 53and they were 

continually in the temple blessing God. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN'S SERMON 

 

SERMON  

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, I Lift Your Name on High (insert) 

*CREED 

P With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

and born of the virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

*THE PRAYERS 

P Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 

church, people in need, and all of creation.  

(Response to the prayers) 

P God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving 

Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C Amen. 
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*PEACE 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

*PRESENTATION OF THE GIFTS 

 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, 

C O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and 

dedicate our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for 

the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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*DIALOGUE 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*PREFACE 

P It is indeed right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places offer 

thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everliving God. But 

chiefly we are bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of our Lord; for 

he is the true Passover Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin, who by his 

death has destroyed death, and by his rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 

with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with 

earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*SANCTUS 
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P . . . we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Amen. 

 

*LORD’S PRAYER 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*COMMUNION 

P The risen Christ dwells with us here. All who are hungry, all who are thirsty, 

come. 
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COMMUNION HYMN Lamb of God (Young)  

 
 

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (Young) 
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*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

P We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the 

new heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this 

table as witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in 

Jesus’ name. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING 

P God, the Author of life, 

Christ, the living Cornerstone, 

and the life-giving Spirit of adoption, 

bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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*CLOSING HYMN Beautiful Savior 
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*DISMISSAL 

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission from Onelicense.net A-725307 & CCLI  

Serving Us: 
Pastor: Stacey Heggem  
Pianist: Meryl McKenna 
Ushers: Sharon Nordahl 
Lector: Monte Solberg 

Communion Assistant: Monte Solberg  
Disciples:  All the Baptized 

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter),  

Jean Reiter, Karyn Carman (Daughter of Kari Ihly, deployed to Kuwait), DeAnn Paulson 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, Dorothy Adcock, Don Pfau, 

Marvin Beck 

Social Concern for May: Special Olympics 

Approximately 30 Athletes from around the Central Montana Area, including Lewistown, 

Hobson, Harlowtown and Rygate participate and compete in Special Olympic events 

each year.     

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please mark Special Olympics in the 

memo line of you check. 
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Week of 5/30 - 6/5 

   Mon   Church Office Closed 

   Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

   Thurs  6:45am Men’s Bible Study 

     9:00am Quilting 

Sun  9:30am Worship 

  

Upcoming 

   6/8  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

   6/9  9:00am Quilting 

   6/12  9:30am Worship 

 

ELCA World Hunger & Lutheran Disaster Response Fund is accompanying our 

companion churches in Ukraine, Hungary, Poland & Slovakia in their humanitarian 

responses to the crisis.  These partners provide refugees with immediate support & 

supplies.  If you would like to help in this effort, 100% of your donation will be used to 

assist those affected, make your check out to Zion and note “Ukraine” on the memo line.  


