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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

May 30, 2021 

 
 

Welcome to worship today! 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

 

 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

June 6, 2021 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Introduction to the day 

A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of 

charges that he is possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We 

who have received the Holy Spirit through baptism have been joined to Christ’s death 

and resurrection and knit together in the body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and 

pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in peace to do the will of God. 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

MINISTRY OF ZION 

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, 

the God of manna, 

the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 

C Amen. 

P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, 

let us confess our sin. 

God, our provider, 

C help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. 

Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life 

and feed us for life in the world. 

Amen. 
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P Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and 

nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven 

and loved into abundant life. 

C Amen. 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 

 

*GREETING 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P Let us pray. All-powerful God, 

C in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. Increase 

our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength 

of the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Genesis 3:8-15 

Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither 

takes responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. 

The curse on the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by the early church, who 

associated Eve’s “offspring” with Christ. 

A reading from Genesis. 

8[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of 

the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the 

LORD God among the trees of the garden.9But the LORD God called to the man, and said 

to him, “Where are you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 

afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were 

naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man 

said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from the tree, and I 

ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you have done?” The 

woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14The LORD God said to the serpent,  

 “Because you have done this, 

  cursed are you among all animals 

  and among all wild creatures; 

 upon your belly you shall go, 

  and dust you shall eat 

  all the days of your life. 

 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

  and between your offspring and hers; 

 he will strike your head, 

  and you will strike his heel.” 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM: Psalm 130 

 1Out | of the depths 

  I cry to | you, O LORD; 

 2O LORD, | hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 

 3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

  O LORD, | who could stand? 

 4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

  in order that you | may be feared.  

 5I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 

  in your word | is my hope. 

 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 

  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 

 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast love; 

  with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 

 8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 

  from | all their sins.  

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 4:13--5:1 

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has 

prepared for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we know 

that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal life. 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 

13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture “I believed, 

and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who 

raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his 

presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more 

people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

  16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 

nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us 

for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be 

seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be 

seen is eternal. 
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5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: Mark 3:20-35 

In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is 

demon-possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed by 

the Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ. 

P The holy gospel according to Mark. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] 

could not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people 

were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down from 

Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 
23And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out 

Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a 

house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has 

risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no 

one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the 

strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 

  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies 

they utter; 29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, 

but is guilty of an eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and 

called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and 

your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my 

mother and my brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are 

my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and 

mother.” 

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 
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Recognition and Blessing of the Interim Pastor 

L Pastor Stacey Heggem has been nominated by Bishop Laurie Jungling of the 

Montana Synod of the ELCA to serve as our Interim Pastor. On June 1st, 2021 the 

Congregation Council of Zion Lutheran Church approved Pastor Stacey Heggem 

to serve as Interim Pastor. I present her for reception into this ministry among us. 

We celebrate this time of new beginnings for our church family and we look to the 

time we will share with Pastor Stacey. We anticipate that what we build together 

will be good and pleasing to God.  

C We trust God to lead us toward greater goodness, faithfulness, hope, and joy.   

L The transition time between installed pastors is an exciting and meaningful time in 

the life of our congregation. This is not a time for just maintaining the status quo. 

It is a time for preparation, a time when we can come to understand more clearly 

who we are, who we want to become, and what God intends our ministry and life 

together to be.   

C At this time of transition, we pledge to recognize what is past is past. We pledge 

to cherish what has been good. We pledge to let go of what we no longer need. 

We pledge to reach for the future that is coming, for we believe God is leading 

us toward it.   

 L This is a time for discovering the qualities, gifts, and abilities we will want and need 

in our next installed pastor. For this in-between time, God has sent Pastor Stacey 

Heggem to us to be our temporary pastor, to aid us in continuing our work and 

witness in this community and in the Montana Synod of the ELCA, and to help us 

see new possibilities for the future.   
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P As we begin this interim time together, we begin new relationships. With God's 

help, I promise to be a partner in ministry as God’s servant among you. I promise 

to participate in the life of this congregation assisting you in this time of transition. 

I pledge to be a pastor for you, standing with you in times of joy or trouble. I 

promise to serve and lead you with faithfulness and integrity during my time here. 

I will pray for you, listen to you, assist you in the tasks of this transition period, 

encouraging and challenging you as we move forward in faith. I will give you the 

best of my gifts, talents, time, and energy.  

C With God's help, we promise to accept and support you as our interim 

pastor.  We will encourage you and pray for you as well as share together 

during this transition period in service to our congregation.   

Congregation and Interim Pastor Stacey Heggem:   

As we seek to respond to God's leading, we promise to encourage one 

another in love, respect, honesty, humor, and creativity.   

L Upon these mutual commitments – from you, Pastor Stacey Heggem, and us, 

Zion Lutheran Church – it is my great pleasure to welcome you as our Interim 

Pastor. May God bless this beginning and bring us joyfully through this time of 

transition for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Let us pray: 

 

Eternal God, we thank you for your faithful leading of Zion Lutheran 

Church throughout our many years together. We thank you for the ways you 

continue to bless us, challenge us, forgive us, and continue to invite us into being 

your faithful people. We offer our gratitude for Pastor Stacey Heggem, who will 

partner with us in ministry during this in-between time. We thank you for her gifts, 

faith, and vision and for the ways you have made her ready for this task. Bless her 

and our church family as we seek to live out the promises we have made today. 

Empower us by your Holy Spirit and lead us in the steps of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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*CREED 

P With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

 Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

(Response to petitions) 

P Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

C Amen. 

*PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING, VV. 1 & 4 
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*OFFERING PRAYER 

P Let us pray. 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with 

these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 

suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his 

arms to all. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 

coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 

wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 

Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Taste and see that the Lord is good. 

COMMUNION 

COMMUNION SONG 
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*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

P Let us pray. 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with 

the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in 

the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its 

many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING 

P The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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*SENDING SONG, The Church's One Foundation

 
*DISMISSAL 

P Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Serving Us: 
Pr. Stacey Heggem 

Pianist: Meryl McKenna  
Ushers: Foss Wilson 
Lector: Lana Papp 

Communion Assistant: Kent & Nina Yunker 
Disciples:  All the Baptized 

Welcome!  Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s 

Granddaughter), Adam Sallee, Pam Koterba 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 

Adcock, Don Pfau, Marv Mathison, Marvin Beck 

Social Concern of the Month: Camp Scholarships 

The Trust Committee and the ZLCW offer scholarships to families to assist in covering 

the cost of summer Bible Camp. If you would like to contribute to this effort, then please 

mark scholarship in the memo line of your check. 

Covid restrictions have been lifted, in light of that we will begin having refreshments 

after worship in the fellowship hall starting June 6th. 

 

Altar Guild is in need of volunteers for the months of September, October, February, 

and July.  If you would like information about the duties of altar guild volunteers, call 

Lana, 366-2364. 

 

ZLCW is looking for an Adult Forum Refreshment Coordinator to help Laurie 

Bentley in recruiting refreshments for the fall season starting in September.   
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Funeral for Kathie Bailey will be held at Zion June 12, at 10:30am. Reception 

afterwards will be held at the Elk’s Club. 

 

Funeral for Vonnie Ortgies will be held at Zion June 19, at 1:30pm with reception after.  

 

  

Week of  06/7-06/13 

   Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

   Thur  9:00am Quilting  

   Sun  9:30am Worship 

 

 
Serving on Staff: 

Secretary & BLAST Director:  Falan Aanenson 

Bookkeeper:  Lynn Franz 

    Custodians:  Kent & Nina Yunker 

 

Website: www.zionlewistownelca.com 

Phone: 538-5082 

E-Mail: zionelca@midrivers.com 

YouTube: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown MT. 

Facebook: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown   
 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/
mailto:zionelca@midrivers.com

