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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

June 13, 2021 

 
 

 

Welcome to worship today! 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

June 13, 2021 3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

 

 

Introduction to the day 

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images 

of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God 

better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to 

look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which 

we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we 

share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a 

power beyond our understanding. 

(* Stand) 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

MINISTRY OF ZION      Falan Aanenson 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 

C Amen. 

L Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. God, our 

provider, 

C help us. 

It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 

We question your ways when they differ from the ways 

of the world in which we live. 

We turn to our own understanding 

rather than trusting in you. 

We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 

Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? 

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. 

 Amen. 
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L Beloved people of God: 

in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: 

you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 

C Amen. 

 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE, VERSE 3 ONLY (ELW p. 204) 
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*GREETING        Falan Aanenson 

L The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY      Falan Aanenson 

L Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life,  

C offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our 

growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24    Wayne Leininger 

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the LORD will choose someone 

from Judah’s royal family (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be 

planted on Mount Zion, the location of the holy temple. 

A reading from Ezekiel. 

22Thus says the Lord GOD:  

 I myself will take a sprig 

  from the lofty top of a cedar; 

  I will set it out. 

 I will break off a tender one 

  from the topmost of its young twigs; 

 I myself will plant it 

  on a high and lofty mountain. 

 23On the mountain height of Israel 

  I will plant it, 

 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 

  and become a noble cedar. 

 Under it every kind of bird will live; 

  in the shade of its branches will nest 

  winged creatures of every kind. 
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 24All the trees of the field shall know 

  that I am the LORD. 

 I bring low the high tree, 

  I make high the low tree; 

 I dry up the green tree 

  and make the dry tree flourish. 

 I the LORD have spoken; 

  I will accomplish it. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 (Spoken responsively) 

 1It is a good thing to give thanks | to the LORD, 

  to sing praise to your name, | O Most High; 

 2to herald your love | in the morning 

  and your faithful- | ness at night; 

 3on the psaltery, and | on the lyre, 

  and to the melody | of the harp. 

 4For you have made me glad by your | acts, O LORD; 

  and I shout for joy because of the works | of your hands.  

 12The righteous shall flourish | like a palm tree, 

  and shall spread abroad like a ce- | dar of Lebanon. 

 13Those who are planted in the house | of the LORD 

  shall flourish in the courts | of our God; 

 14they shall still bear fruit | in old age; 

  they shall be | green and succulent; 

 15that they may show how up- | right the LORD is, 

  my rock, in whom there is | no injustice.  
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SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17 Wayne Leininger 

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus 

from a human perspective but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was 

raised. All who are in Christ are now in God’s new creation. 

A reading from 2 Corinthians. 

6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body 

we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have 

confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So 

whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must 

appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what 

has been done in the body, whether good or evil. 

  [11Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves 

are well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. 12We 

are not commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about 

us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in 

the heart. 13For if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is 

for you. ] 14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died 

for all; therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no 

longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 

  16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though 

we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 
17So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 

everything has become new! 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

L  Please rise for the Gospel Acclamation. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

 
 

*GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34      Starla Solberg 

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and 

understand. Images of sowing and growing show the vitality of God’s kingdom. 

L The holy gospel according to Mark. 

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the 

ground,27and would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he 

does not know how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the 

full grain in the head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, 

because the harvest has come.” 

  30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will 

we use for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the 

smallest of all the seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the 

greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make 

nests in its shade.” 

  33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he 

did not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his 

disciples. 

The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON        Starla Solberg 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING 

Time for reflection on the Word.  

 

*CREED        Lynn Franz 

L With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION      Lynn Franz 

L Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so 

that the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the 

depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth 

to places suffering drought. 

 Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the 

ability to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in 

service to others. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to 

those who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of 

poverty and homelessness.  

L Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

C Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray 

for our church musicians. We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from 

this place; the cries of children, the melody of voice and instruments, and the 

songs from our hearts. 

L Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

L Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home 

with you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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L We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

C Amen. 

*PEACE         Lynn Franz 

L The peace of Christ be with you always.  

C And also with you. 

 

OFFERING, VV. 1 & 4 We Give Thee but Thine Own 

 

*OFFERING PRAYER       Lynn Franz 

L Let us pray. 

God of all creation, all you have made is good, and your love endures forever. 

You bring forth bread from the earth and fruit from the vine. Nourish us with 

these gifts, that we might be for the world signs of your gracious presence in Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER        Lynn Franz 

L Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING         Lynn Franz 

L The blessing of God, 

who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, 

☩ be upon you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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SENDING SONG Sent Forth by God's Blessing 
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*DISMISSAL        Lynn Franz 

L Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
 

Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg  

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS007700. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
 

Reprinted with permission from Onelicense.net A-725307 & CCLI  
 

Serving Us: 
Pianist: Brian Priest 

Disciples:  All the Baptized 
 

Welcome!  Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s 

Granddaughter), Pam Koterba, Sharon Nordahl, Dr Mike Sura, Patty Wright (Ken Franz 

Sister) 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 

Adcock, Don Pfau, Marv Mathison, Marvin Beck 

Social Concern of the Month: Camp Scholarships 

The Trust Committee and the ZLCW offer scholarships to families to assist in covering 

the cost of summer Bible Camp. If you would like to contribute to this effort, then please 

mark scholarship in the memo line of your check. 

Covid restrictions have been lifted, in light of that we will begin having refreshments 

after worship in the fellowship hall starting June 6th. 

 

Altar Guild is in need of volunteers for the months of September, October, February, 

and July.  If you would like information about the duties of altar guild volunteers, call 

Lana, 366-2364. 
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ZLCW is looking for an Adult Forum Refreshment Coordinator to help Laurie 

Bentley in recruiting refreshments for the fall season starting in September.   

 

Funeral for Kathie Bailey will be held at Zion June 12, at 10:30am. Reception 

afterwards will be held at the Elk’s Club. 

 

Funeral for Vonnie Ortgies will be held at Zion June 19, at 1:30pm with reception after.  

 

Pr. Stacey’s Hours  

Tuesdays, 9-5:  

June 1st, 8th, 22nd, and 29th 

July 6th, 20th, and 27th  

August 3rd, 17th, 24th, and 31st 

  

She will also be coming into town on the following days for appointments and 

community meetings, including care ministry visits to the elderly and homebound:      

  

Thursdays 

June 10th 

July 1st and 15th  

August 5th and 12th  

  

Fridays:  

June 18th and 25th  

July 16th  

August 13th and 20th  

 

Pr. Stacey will let the church staff and council know when visits are scheduled and 

completed so she's sure not to forgo visitations to anyone mentioned in Pr. Lynne's 

notes.  To all and everyone, please notify Pr. Stacey if you hear word of anyone in need 

of immediate attention throughout the summer months.  For urgent calls or to schedule an 

appointment with Pr. Stacey outside of her Tuesday office hours, please call her at 

 406-272-2014 or E-mail at zionpastor@midrivers.com. 
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Week of  06/14-06/20 

Vacation Bible School Monday – Thursday 8:30am to 12:00pm 

   Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch at the Elk’s  

   Thur  6:45am Men’s Bible Study 

     9:00am Quilting 

   Sun  9:30am Worship   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

serving on Staff: 

Secretary & BLAST Director:  Falan Aanenson 

Bookkeeper:  Lynn Franz 

    Custodians:  Kent & Nina Yunker 

 

Website: www.zionlewistownelca.com 

Phone: 538-5082 

E-Mail: zionelca@midrivers.com 

YouTube: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown MT. 

Facebook: Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown   

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/
mailto:zionelca@midrivers.com

