
Grace and peace to you this morning, in the name of God’s eternal reign. 
   
Friends, even though Pr. Stacey isn’t here today, she hoped I would start out today’s 
sermon by extending a warm, hearty welcome to each and every one of you.  
 

Welcome! Welcome to your eternal life!   
 

No, you didn’t miss out on something--you’re still alive and haven’t yet traversed 
“beyond the veil.” Simply put, Pr. Stacey wants to remind you this morning (or maybe 
let you know for the first time) that the eternal life you’ve been offered in Christ has 
already, totally begun. It’s taking place right now and it will continue to transpire as we 
engage in what is God’s kingdom come already drawn near.  
 

Pastors and preachers often talk about eternity as something futuristic we can only 
attain upon death as Christians. They liken eternity to a trophy we acquire if we pass 
the test or “win” what is the race we call life here on earth. When eternity is considered 
in this light, it becomes less of a gift and more so a reward one can giveth or taketh 
away without factoring God into the picture at all. It becomes a tool one can use to 
control or manipulate others.  
 

God’s very own church, sad to say, is known for using the concept of eternity as this 
kind of tool. Our founder, Martin Luther, shed some rather significant light on this fact 
when he protested indulgences. His views, to say the least, caused a bit of a stir in the 
1500s. He showed the church its roots again--those grounded in grace, God’s 
forgiveness, and love.  He said (I’m paraphrasing here), “eternity is for the taking right 
now, so live your lives as if your eternal life has begun. Don’t wait for God’s future 
goodness to begin when the goodness of God is evident every day in everything!” 
Furthermore, he said, “don’t let anyone distinguish your entrance ‘into’ or ‘out of’ God’s 
assembly.  That’s for God to decide and God says, “You’re in”, my friends! Live as if 
you believe it! In Christ, you have been given a free, unconditional welcome. This is the 
entire Gospel in a nutshell.”   
 

Once you realize and really, truly believe you’re “in,” well, this is when the watch of 
eternity really starts ticking. This is when one realizes we are co-creators with God 
when it comes to enacting and implementing God’s reign. This is when one realizes 
there is plenty of work to be done in Christ’s name. This is when one understands that 
now isn’t the time to give up, hold back, or disregard our earth, its creatures, or God’s 
people. Nor should we act as bystanders cowering in fear over anything. Rather, we 
grow more ecstatic knowing eternity is now with each act of service and every morsel 
of love we emit. We see ourselves as an essential part of God’s greater plan. That’s 
right, eternity has already begun. It began and was made known to us the very second 
God came into the world as Christ Immanuel.  
 

If we don’t read between the lines, Scripture, much like some pastors and preachers, 
has a way of distancing eternal life, turning it into some far-off thing we need to accede 



to or attain. When we doubt eternity is anything but now, there are assurances in the 
Bible that indicate God’s eternal work has already begun.  
 

Take today’s Gospel reading, for example. A lawyer asked, “Teacher…what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?” Jesus answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your 
neighbor as yourself.” Jesus’ reply had nothing to do with standing by until later. It 
made no reference to some future time. Rather, Jesus issued direct, action-filled 
imperatives he knew would bring eternal love and healing into this lawyer’s life.  
 

Jesus goes on to tell the story of the Good Samaritan. Now, friends, this isn’t a feel-
good story meant to teach us simple lessons about being nice. It had socio-political 
implications that speak to God’s eternal love for all.  
 

First and foremost, at the time, Samaritans weren’t seen as having access to God’s 
eternal love. Unlike the Jews, they worshiped God on Mt. Gerizim instead of Mt. Zion. 
They invoked different styles of worship and practice. They weren’t liked by members 
of Jesus’ clan. But Jesus said eternal life was for them, too. He did this by stating the 
Samaritan was more neighborly to a man in need than his direct Jewish, priestly and 
upper-class brethren! Stories like this outraged Jesus’ listeners. Yet, they were stories 
Christ told so all could bear witness to the beauty and benefits of life eternal with God 
in this life AND the next. 
 

Our Gospel writer John had a lot to say about eternal life.  I also use his writings as 
confirmation that God’s eternal plan is already unfolding.  
 

John 4:14 has Jesus speaking to a Samaritan woman at a well.  He says “those who 
drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water that I will give will 
become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”  Here we find Jesus 
engaging a Samaritan again. What’s more? This Samaritan was a woman believed to 
be inferior to any Jewish or non-Jewish man at the time. In speaking to her, Jesus was, 
again, crossing all sorts of socio-political boundaries that have no place in God’s 
eternal realm.  
 

As he speaks to her, he doesn’t tell her to wait out her life’s fate for some future, 
eternal prospect. He doesn’t tell her to put up with her pain, to simply be patient, or 
continue hiding from her past. Instead, he simply makes proclamations about what’s 
available to her in real-time, in her “here and now.” The opportunity for a new, 
unchained, and unfettered eternal life is now, he says. You can’t shame your way to 
eternity. Choose life. Let that other stuff go. She, thereon, goes on to proclaim God’s 
eternal love for all.      
 

In John 5:24 Jesus asserts, “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who hears my word and 
believes him who sent me has eternal life, and does not come under judgment, but has 
passed from death to life.” Jesus is referring to anyone who hears in the NOW. Once 



they hear and believe, they are living into eternity already. They have bypassed the 
sting of death. Their life will extend on. Without this belief that God’s eternal love is 
there for us, alive in us, free for us, and extending out into the world through us, then 
the hope of the Gospel is obscured and only darkness, isolation, and fear remain.    
 

John 6:47 has Jesus saying, “Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal 
life.”  This is soon after Jesus says to a large crowd, ‘I AM the bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty.”  Jesus doesn’t say I am the bread of life after you die.  He doesn’t say we’ll 
never be hungry or thirsty someday in heaven.  He’s talking about now.   
 

Nadia Bolz-Weber, a fellow Lutheran pastor, sums it up: “The IAmness of Christ is not 
something we remember from ancient history or anticipate as happening in the future–
it is always a present reality.”  This is what we believe when we eat the bread of life 
and drink from the cup of our common salvation.  Salvation is happening to us day in 
and day out, over and over again, forevermore.   
 

Finally, in John in chapter 17, verse 3, Jesus is with his disciples praying this statement 
out loud: “And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom you have sent.”  Eternal life is to know the heart of God intimately. 
Knowing God’s heart prompts us to emulate God’s love by way of our hands and feet. 
To live eternally is to actively love and serve both God and neighbor in the here and 
now. If this weren’t the case, we wouldn’t read of Jesus, John, and his disciples 
proclaiming “the kingdom of God drawn near” as they heal, free up, and untether 
people from bondage. Eternity is here, friends, and we’re on God’s team to help bring 
God’s reign into its ultimate fruition and completion, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Eternal life. There’s an eternity of things to say on this topic. I’ll end here knowing the 
Holy Spirit is working with us to live into eternity with added zeal.  When it comes to 
eternity, God’s eternal watch has already begun and it never stops ticking, giving us 
ample time to love and serve both God and neighbor with gusto. Even when death 
comes a-knocking, we’ll steady on in thanks for Christ’s victory over the grave and 
God’s eternal gift of salvation. May we truly live as if eternity is a gift. Doing so changes 
our hearts, our perspectives, our courage. It changes everything.  
Amen and let us sing of willing hearts called to love and serve others in the here and 
now, forevermore.  

 


