
Grace and Peace to you from a just God, who seeks your action-oriented prayers.  
 

I’m sure you’ve heard the proverbial phrase, “the squeaky wheel gets the grease?” At 

first glance, Jesus’ parable this morning seems to commend this fine art of wearing 

people down to get what we want. We all know masters of this trickery. Sometimes 
we’re the masters ourselves. When interpreting this parable, it’s only natural we equate 

our customary behaviors to those of others, like our widow in this story. 
 

And then there’s the judge in our parable as well, who, let’s just say, is not a very cool 

dude. He confirms his preceding reputation by admitting he has “no fear of God and no 

respect for anyone.” It’s an understatement to say he’s not really fit for the role he’s 

playing. Yet he gives in to granting the widow what she persistantly desired because she 
eventually wears him down. We then conclude that if we’re persistent enough with our 

prayers, we’ll eventually wear God down, thus achieving our desired outcome. But is 

God the unjust judge in this parable? Am I being told to be pestulant with my prayers? 

What’s going on here?  
 

If you’re only a Bible skimmer and not an investigator of Scripture, you’ll glean nothing 

from this parable but a lesson on being persistent yet pestulant with your prayers or 

face being coined as unfaithful when the Son of Man comes again! Yes, if you’re one of 
those people who considers the Bible a quick read, you’ll also be quick to liken God to 

the unjust judge in this story, too, which God most certainly is not. So why not take 

some time to slow down, frame this parable in the context it’s written, and see what 

resides between the lines? It’s good to ask questions when reading Scripture.  
 

Or, sorry, I guess that’s my job when preparing sermons for your learning pleasure. 

That’s why you pay me the big bucks. But any time outside of worship, the task of 
interpreting Scripture lies withs you. So when reading Scripture alone or in groups, I 

give to you the following wisdom, solicited or not: However tempting it is, do your best 

to resist interpreting Scripture at face value. Trust me, there’s more hanging out 

between the lines than one realizes and you’ll be doing yourself and the Gospel a huge 
disservice if you approach Scripture without your hammer, chisel, and an open mind in 

tow. But I digress. Back to our parable.  
 

What I want to offer as a meaningful investigative tool is context evaluation. First, look 

at what bookends or comes before and after any passage you’re reading. What 

surrounds each chapter, passage, or verse is important to understand or at least 

acknowledge. Secondly, think about the readership of whatever book you’re reading. In 

our case today, who was Luke writing to? When was he setting ink to paper? 
Considering all four of our gospels were written some 50-80 years after Christ’s death, 

what were Christian communities grappling with at the time of their writing and how 

does Luke, for example, respond to their inquiries based on what he remembers or was 

told about Christ’s ministry?  
 

Come on this journey with me and what you’ll notice about today’s parable is its 

bookended mentions of the Kingdom of God. In Luke 17:20-37, prior to today’s reading, 
“Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he 

answered, “The kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed; 21nor 

will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There it is!’ For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among 



you,” said Jesus. By this he meant, “the building of the kingdom of God starts with me. 

It’s not some far off thing. You’re in charge of building it with me. So come on! Follow 
me! Take action when it comes to your hopes, dreams, and longings.”  
 

Our passage also ends with a reference to faithfulness when the Son of Man comes. Our 
passage reads, “And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not 

God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in 

helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of 

Man comes, will he find faith on earth?’  
 

The funny thing about this ending question is that it’s presented by Jesus himself in 

reference to some future time when, ta-da, the Son of Man, Jesus himself, is right there 
in the present finding faithlessness all around. Jesus’ reference to a future time beyond 

his own present time is something to pay attention to, my friends. For, as referenced 

above, the kingdom of God had already drawn near in him, and his ministry was all 

about enlisting followers to enact God’s kingdom in their “here and now.”  
 

So what gives here? Well, a lot of theologians speculate Luke was trying to temper the 

impatience of his newly converted Gentile audience. His readers were baby 

Christians.  After Christ’s resurrection, many thought Christ’s second coming would 
happen within their lifetimes. Christian communities were anxious, frustrated, and 

restless due to continued Roman occupation throughout their lands. They wanted to see 

Christ come again in triumphant glory to turn things around.  
 

So what does Luke do? Luke utilizes Jesus to bring a message of calm and unification 

between Christian factions who had all sorts of different ideas about Jesus and who he 

was and is. Luke’s Jesus says, “pray always and not lose heart.” Luke’s Jesus then 
proceeds with the parable of the persistent widow because Luke was fully aware that 

injustice certainly appeared everywhere as if it had the upper hand.   
 

In Roman-occupied Jerusalem, the judges in power were defintely unjust, not to 

mention the Romans destroyed the temple in Jerusalem in 70 AD, within the lifetime of 

Luke’s readers. How unhinging and heartwrenching! The temple was the center of their 

previous life and faith! Thus, through this parable, Jesus is then relaying that prayer can 
function as a spring board into taking action--action that will enact God’s new temple, 

God’s kingdom come here on earth as it was and is in heaven.  
 


