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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH  
December 4th, 2022 

  
Welcome to worship today!  

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website:  

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services  

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT  

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA)  

December 4, 2022 Advent 2 

       

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

*CENTERING SONG – JESUS COME  verse 2  

 As the song is sung ZYG will come forward to light the Advent wreath 

 

 

(As the first candle is lit one person will read the prayer:) 

L Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten 

righteousness around your waist and baptize with the Holy Spirit’s fire. Bless us 

as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, and teach us to mirror your 

justice in the paths we prepare. We ask that peace abound, until none hurt or 

destroy overall the earth.  

C Amen. 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In this season of light, let us go before God and confess how our words and 

actions contribute to the darkness instead of adding to the light.  

Silence 

  God of Love and Light,  

C We confess that we are not always the light-bearers you desire us to be. We 

shine a spotlight on the transgressions of others while trying to keep our own 

sin hidden in the dark. We burn bridges by being impatient, opinionated and 

judgmental. We inflame others by lashing out in anger. We go through our 

days enveloped in the gloom of fear and doubt. We let our witness become a 

smoldering ember until it dies out completely. Forgive us Jesus, the 

Everlasting Light. Come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel. Teach us 

to walk as children of light, surrounded by your love, forgiveness and 

healing. We ask this in the name of Christ. Amen. 

P God is light, and in God there is no darkness as all. If we walk in the light as God 

is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus 

cleanses us from all sin. 

C Amen 
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*OPENING HYMN – ELW 264 – Prepare the Royal Highway 

 
 

*APOSTOLIC GREETING   

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C And also with you. 
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*KYRIE – Everlasting Light 

 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Stir up our hearts,  

C Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture our 

growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

 

TEMPLE TALK – Council President Jamie Sura and Finance liaison Dan Knepper 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 11:1-10 

A reading from Isaiah chapter 11. 

 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 
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 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Word of God, Word of life 

C Thanks be to God. 

Psalm: Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 (Spoken responsively) 

 1Give the king your justice, O God, 

  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your people righteously 

  and the poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 

  and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 

 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 

  from one generation to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 

  like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 

  you alone do wondrous deeds! 

 19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 

  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.  
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Second Reading: Romans 15:4-13 

A reading from Romans chapter 15. 

4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May the 

God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 

in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice glorify the God 

and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 

truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 

order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

 “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

  and sing praises to your name”; 
10and again he says, 

 “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 
11and again, 

 “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, 

  and let all the peoples praise him”; 
12and again Isaiah says, 

 “The root of Jesse shall come, 

  the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; 

 in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Word of God, Word of life 

C Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Go Tell it on the mountain refrain only ELW 290 

 

*Gospel: Matthew 3:1-12 

P The Holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter. 

C Glory to you, O Lord 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of 

whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going 

out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the 

river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, 

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  

8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 

Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up 

children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 

therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
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 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 

and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

PRESENTATION BIBLES 

Second, Third and Seventh grade students are invited forward with their parents: 

Parents of  second and third graders are addressed: 

P We encourage you to continue to bring your child to worship. As your child 

becomes more curious about worship we encourage you to help the child to participate 

more fully. Perhaps he will want to read, and maybe she will want to sing; they might 

even ask if they can usher or assist with any of the other ways of worship. We encourage 

you to say “yes” so that your child will grow to know that Zion is their church and their 

voice is needed and welcomed in this place. At your child’s baptism you promised to 

place in their hands the Word of God. As a reminder today we give you the Word of God 

to place in their hands and we encourage you to remind them to bring this book to Bible 

school so they may grow and learn the stories of God’s everlasting love. 

Parents are given the bible to place in their child’s hands 

Name  Receive the gift of this Bible so that the story of God and God’s people may 

be with you at home, church, or wherever you shall choose to carry it. Enjoy 

reading how God is at work in nature and history. Learn about the life and 

teachings of Jesus. Be open to how God may continue to speak to you through your 

reading of the scriptures. 

Parents of seventh graders are addressed: 

P At the baptism of your child you and the church made the promise to raise your 

child to learn and trust God, proclaim Christ through word and deed, care for others and 

the world God made, and work for justice and peace. By being here we know that you 

have been living into your promise and it is now time for your child to take more 

responsibility for their faith. Zion offers you this study bible to place in their hands as 

they continue on their faith journey. 
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Name, God knew you before you were formed in the womb and has a plan for you. 

As you study God’s Word and God’s plan for you may you find joy in being God’s 

special child. We look forward to seeing who God created you to be and the plan 

God has for you. 

Seventh graders are addressed:  

P You have been called by God’s Spirit to inquire more about the Christian life and 

faith. Your church is here to support you, answer your questions, and have fun in 

faith. As you begin this two year journey to take more responsibility for your faith 

will you: Come prepared to learn; ask your questions boldly; read the Word of 

God your parents have placed in your hands; and pray without ceasing that God 

will lead and guide you in life. 

Response: I will with the help of God. 

P Please extend your bibles out in front of you: 

Blessed be your name, O Lord our God, You are the fount and source of every 

blessing! You have revealed yourself to your human creation in many and diverse 

ways. Our memory of your revelation is maintained and reverenced in the 

Scriptures that we hold in our hands. Look with delight upon us today as we 

renew our commitment to read and remember You in the stories of our salvation. 

Help us to absorb its wisdom and live its inspired truth. 

Encourage us with the help of the Holy Spirit to use these sacred writings for our 

prayer and inspiration, for the increase of our own faith and devotion, and for the 

building up of your Kingdom. Through your Word may we be transformed into 

the very likeness of Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 

P We ask all Bible school teachers, confirmation leaders and ZYG leaders to please 

stand and all students: 

Gracious God  

C we give you thanks for the Word that you give us to learn and to teach. We 

praise you that you provide the space and time for this learning to occur. In 

your goodness you provide faithful teachers for your Church. By your Holy 

Spirit give these teachers insight into your Word, holy lives as examples to us 

all, and the courage to know and do the truth; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sermon 

 

 

*Hymn of the day: There’s a Voice in the Wilderness  ELW 255 
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*CREED 

P With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

P As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that 

yearns for new hope. 

(Response to the prayers) 

P God, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our 

prayers and join them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. 

C Amen. 

 

*THE PEACE 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

OFFERING IS BROUGHT FORWARD  

*OFFERING PRAYER: 

P Let us pray, God of Light 

C our world is a very dark place.  Therefore, we offer the gifts our ourselves, 

our time and our resources, trusting you will use them to set the world aglow 

with your loving presence.  May our offerings continue to shine brightly 

before others so they may see our good works and give glory to you.  We ask 

this in the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P The Lord is with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

P At the beginning of creation God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.   

God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness.  

In ancient times God also led the Israelites through the desert with a pillar of 

cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  The priests of old also kept a perpetual 

fire burning in the Temple to remind us that God is a light who cannot be 

extinguished. 

Finally Jesus, the Word, who was with God since the beginning of creation, 

became flesh and lived among us.  We have seen his glory shining in our world, 

full grace and truth.  Christ's light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it.  This same light has commanded us not to hide our light under a 

bushel basket, but to put it on a lamp stand so that everyone can see it.  With our 

lights burning brightly, we now join the saints and angels in a hymn of praise to 

God, the Everlasting Light. 
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*EVERLASTING LIGHT - Holy, Holy, Holy 

 
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

*THE LORD’S PRAYER 

L Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P Be strong, do not fear! 

Here is your God, who has come to save you. 
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COMMUNION SONG- Lamb of God – from Everlasting Light liturgy 

 
*POST- COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

P Jesus, our bright Morning Star,  

C we give you thanks that you have fed us well through the bread and wine of 

your Supper.  May it enable us to shine brightly in all the dark places of our 

world with your love, justice and peace.  We ask this in your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING 

P God the eternal Word, 

who dwells with us in Jesus, 

and who holds us in the grace of the Holy Spirit, 

☩ bless you now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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*CLOSING HYMN – ELW 631 Love Divine, All Love Excelling 
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*Dismissal 

P Go in peace. Christ is near. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.  
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg  

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS007700.  
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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Jesus Come Text: Kelly K. Carliesle b 1960, tune:RYDBOM, Kelly K, Carlisle, Text and Music ©2011 Kelly K. Carlisle ARR UBP 

Everlasting Light Liturgy – Pastor David Eck, Abiding Savior Lutheran Church, Fairview. NC 

“Meryl McKenna, a Lay Pastoral Associate, has been authorized by the Bishop of the Montana Synod to provide pastoral services in this congregation 

this Sunday.” 

 

Serving Us:  

Pastor: Audrey Rydbom 

Pianist: Rhonda Jeide 

Acolyte: Zion Youth 

Ushers: Zion Youth 

Lector: Zion Youth 

Communion Assistant: Zion Youth 

Technology: Bob Giese 

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter), 

David Hardin (Brother of Dana Leininger), Becky Woltermann, Vera McGuire 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Dorothy Adcock, Don Pfau, Marvin Beck, 

DeAnn Paulson  

Social Concern of the Month: The Salvation Army is a Protestant Christian church and an 

international charitable organization. The organization reports a worldwide membership of 
over 1.7 million,[3] consisting of soldiers, officers and adherents collectively known as 
Salvationists. Its founders sought to bring salvation to the poor, destitute, and hungry by 
meeting both their "physical and spiritual needs". It is present in 132 
countries,[4] running charity shops, operating shelters for the homeless and disaster relief, 
and humanitarian aid to developing countries. 

If you would like to contribute to this effort, please mark Salvation Army in the 

memo line of your check. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_denomination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charitable_organisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Salvation_Army#cite_note-stats-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Salvation_Army#cite_note-128_countries-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charity_shop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeless_shelter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homelessness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disaster_relief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humanitarian_aid
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Developing_country
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Week of: 12/5 – 12/11 

   Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch @ Brooks Market 

     1:15pm Staff Meeting 

3:30pm BLAST & Confirmation 

     4:30pm Evangelism Meeting 

5:30 pm Advent Worship 

   Thurs  12:00pm Prayer Circle 

     6:30pm Women’s Bible Study  

   Sat  9-1pm  Bazaar 

   Sun  9:30am Worship 

     6:00pm PZYG 

   

Upcoming: 

   12/14  12:00pm Bible Study 

12:00pm Men Over Lunch @ Brooks Market 

     3:30pm BLAST & Confirmation 

     5:30pm Advent Worship 

   12/15  6:45am Men’s Bible Study 

     12:00pm Prayer Circle 

     1200pm Women’s Cancer Support Group 

   12/18  9:30am Worship 

     6:00pm PZYG 

 

      

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

  


