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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lewistown, Montana 

 
 

Welcome to worship today! 

Before worship, you are invited to read and reflect. 

As we move beyond the time of the pandemic, we continue to encourage those who have 

or recently had a fever, cough, or shortness of breath please 

 do not worship in the church today. 

As a reminder our worship services are available online:  Zion Website: 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services 

YouTube Channel: Zion Lutheran Church, Lewistown, MT 

http://www.zionlewistownelca.com/worship/video-services
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Zion Lutheran Church (ELCA) 

December 26, 2021 1st Sunday of Christmas 

MINISTRY OF ZION 

 

*GATHERING SONG Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! 

Christ is born today! 

 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye hear of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven's door, 

and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! 

Christ was born for this! 

 

*CHRISTMAS DIALOG 

L Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 

C By day and night he shines for all to see. 

L Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 

C that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 

L God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 

C so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

L Jesus is the light of the world. 

C Jesus is the light of our lives. 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave; 

Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all 

to gain the everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! 

Christ was born to save! 



3 
 

L Sing to God a new song! 

C A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Let us pray.  

Gracious God of heaven and earth, 

C you have thrown a lifeline to us in our darkness— 

            a beam of light that shines through Jesus. 

            Though born in a manger, he is the firstborn of all creation. 

            Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. 

            Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world 

            and in our hearts.  

            Amen. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5, 14-18  

A reading from Genesis. 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless 

void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 

face of the waters. 3Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. 4And God 

saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called 

the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 
14And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 

night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be 

lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. 16God made the 

two great lights — the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night — 

and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule 

over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 

that it was good.  

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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VERSES 1 & 3 ONLY Drawn to the Light 
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SECOND READING: Isaiah 11:1-10 

A reading from Isaiah. 

1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

 and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the spirit of counsel and might, 

 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

 or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

 and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

 and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

 and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

 the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

 and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

 their young shall lie down together; 

 and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

 and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

 on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

 as the waters cover the sea. 
10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 

inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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VERSES 1 & 2 ONLY Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming
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THIRD READING : Luke 1:26-35, 38 

A reading from Luke.  

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! 

The Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what 

sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you 

have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 

and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 

High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign 

over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to 

the angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy 

Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 

therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary 

said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then 

the angel departed from her. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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VERSES 1 & 3 ONLY Sing of Mary, Pure and Lowly 

 

FOURTH READING: Matthew 1:18-25 

A reading from Matthew. 

 18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child 

from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to 

expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had 

resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph, 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 

from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 



9 
 

save his people from their sins." 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 

the Lord through the prophet: 

 23"Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 

 and they shall name him Emmanuel," which means, "God is with us." 24When Joseph 

awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 

wife, 25but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 

Jesus. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALL VERSES Gentle Joseph Heard a Warning 
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HOMILY 

 

FIFTH READING: Luke 2:8-20 

A reading from Luke.  

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 

see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this 

day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 

 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told 

them. 

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSES 1 & 3 Away in a Manger  

1 Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 

the stars in the sky looked down where he lay; 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

 

3 Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 

close by me forever and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in your tender care 

and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 
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SIX READING:  Matthew 2:1-11  

A reading from Matthew. 

 1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 

the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the 

Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When 

King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 

Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 

written by the prophet: 

 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

 for from you shall come a ruler 

 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 

the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search 

diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 

go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead 

of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 

joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 

down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSES 1 & 5 We Three Kings of Orient Are 

1 We three kings of Orient are; 

bearing gifts we traverse afar, 

field and fountain, moor and mountain, 

following yonder star. 

 

Refrain 

Oh, star of wonder, star of night, 

star with royal beauty bright; 

westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light! 

5 Glorious now behold him arise, 

King and God and Sacrifice; 

heav'n sings alleluia: 

alleluia the earth replies. Refrain 
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SEVENTH READING: John 1:1-14  

A reading from John. 

 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without 

him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the 

life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 

overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 

to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he 

came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 

the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But 

to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 

God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 

God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory 

as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  

Word of God, word of life. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

ALL VERSES Joy to the World 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 
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*RESPONSIVE PRAYER 

L It is you, loving God, who lights our path with truth. 

C Your Word, Jesus, is truth. 

L In his light, draw all to the manger 

C to gather in wonder with the shepherds. 

L In his light, draw all to the manger 

C to kneel in reverence with the wise ones. 

L In his light, draw all to the manger 

C to sing for joy with the angels. 

L In the brightness of his life 

C cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world. 

L It is you, loving God, who meets us on our way. 

C In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life. Amen. 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

OFFERING 
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*OFFERING PRAYER  

L Let us pray. 

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor 

to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them 

be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we 

shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen. 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

L Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

L In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
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SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

*BLESSING  

L The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

*SENDING SONG, VERSES 1 & 3 ONLY Go Tell It on the Mountain 

Refrain 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. Refrain 

 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

the humble Christ was born; 

and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

 

*DISMISSAL  

L Go in peace. Share the good news. 

C Thanks be to God. 

Copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg  

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS007700. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted with permission from Onelicense.net A-725307 & CCLI  

“Meryl McKenna, a Lay Pastoral Associate has been authorized by the Bishop of the Montana Synod to Provide pastoral services in 

this congregation this Sunday.” 
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Serving Us: 
Lay Pastor Meryl McKenna  

Organist: Brian Priest 
Acolyte: Cheyenne Aanenson 

Ushers: Brian Sallee 
Lector: Scot Solberg, Chelsea, Emma, & Shayla 
Communion Assistant: Scot & Chelsea Solberg  

Disciples:  All the Baptized 
Ongoing Prayer Concerns: Jessie Stewart, Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter), 

Wendy Pfau, Louise Langford, Mike Phillips, Roger Woltermann, Sandy Baden,  

Jean Reiter 

Homebound Members:  LaVerna Conard, Mary Westburg, DeAnn Paulson, Dorothy 

Adcock, Don Pfau, Marvin Beck 

Social Concern for December:  Salvation Army  
The Salvation Army is a Protestant Christian church and an international charitable 
organization. The organization reports a worldwide membership of over 1.7 
million,[3] consisting of soldiers, officers and adherents collectively known as Salvationists. Its 
founders sought to bring salvation to the poor, destitute, and hungry by meeting both their 
"physical and spiritual needs". It is present in 132 countries,[4] running charity shops, 
operating shelters for the homeless and disaster relief, and humanitarian aid to developing 
countries. 

Today: 

 No Coffee Hour December 26th & January 2nd. 

 Please drop your offering in the plate as you take your seat. 

Week of 12/27– 1/2 

   Wed  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

     No BLAST Confirmation or ZYG 

   Thurs  9:00am Quilting 

   Sun  9:30am Worship 

Upcoming Events 

Jan 4  4:00pm Bible Study Leaders 

     5:30pm Caring Ministry 

Jan 5  12:00pm Men Over Lunch 

     3:30pm BLAST & Confirmation 

     6:30pm ZYG 

Jan 6  6:45am Men’s Bible Study  

                        9:00am Quilting 

Jan 9  9:30am Worship 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestantism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_denomination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charitable_organisation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charitable_organisation
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salvation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Salvation_Army#cite_note-128_countries-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charity_shop
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homeless_shelter
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homelessness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Disaster_relief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humanitarian_aid
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