
Grace and Peace to you from our Living God, made known to us in Christ.  Amen.    
 

Knowing God, The Knowledge of the Holy, The Pursuit of God, Mere Christianity, 
Desiring God, Experiencing God, Knowing God’s Will, Knowing God Intimately.  These 
are titles of books written on the subject of knowing God.  There are only a few hundred 
other book titles such as these online or on bookshelves around the world.  To know 
God is the desire of those who pursue faith and religion.  To know God is often the 
aspiration of those who don’t even practice a faith. Humanity has been in search of God 
or knowing God since the beginning of time. 
 

Our Gospel text for this morning then explains why I’m so in love with the Christian 
story.  We believe in a figure, a person, an “embodier” that encapsulates, illuminates, 
and exemplifies the very being and love of God.  We believe that Jesus was and is 
God.  Of all the great religions--all of which have great depth and richness to offer the 
world--the one I chose and we choose is the Christian story because of this central 
teaching.  That being, we can have an actual chance to know God because we can 
come to know Jesus by way of our Scriptures.  Quoting Isaiah, the Old Testament 
prophet, Jesus says in verses 18, 19, and 21, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed 
go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” “Today this scripture has been fulfilled 
in your hearing.”  This is Jesus saying I am he, the one you have been waiting for to 
proclaim awaited freedom for all.  You need not look any further to know God.  All you 
have to do is look at me!     
 

But we still look further, of course.  We do as people today and the people who 
surrounded Jesus back then even looked beyond Christ for God.  Whenever he said 
words that illuminated his nature and likeness to God, he was questioned and often 
balked at by religious officials.  This isn’t surprising, for Jesus isn’t always who we want 
God to be.   
 

Jesus loved people who were really hard to love.  He loved those who today are like 
people on welfare and those criminalized for being poor.  He loved the “lazy”, “no-good”, 
and dejected.”  He loved the broken and socially unacceptable.  He loved the orphan, 
widow, and stranger, the wanderer, the restless, the addicted.  He loved immigrants, 
refugees, victims of war, casualties of abused power, and those who suffered from the 
grips of empire and greed.  He loved people I’m often scared to love--the desperate, the 
prisoner, the lonely, the needy.  When it comes to knowing God, we can be assured 
God loved and loves anybody we don’t necessarily adore.  This means, if we’re living 
our lives in search of God and a personal relationship with Jesus, we need not look any 
further than the folks we often scorn.  Where Jesus would be as he walked with and 
alongside them, we’re asked to go also.  I wonder if any of those books I listed mention 
any of this..   
 

Let’s do a bit of research, shall we?  Take Knowing God Intimately, for example.  This is 
a book by the famous author, Joyce Meyer, who’s written at least 13 books on topics 



that speak to one’s personal relationship with God.  The description of this book on 
amazon.com goes like this:    
 

If you are looking for God, or if you are a believer who feels something is 
missing, Joyce Meyer, #1 New York Times bestselling author, wants to 
show you how to achieve the profound joy that comes from a truly intimate 
relationship with God.  Using Scripture and powerful real-life examples, 
Joyce reveals practical ways that you can increase your level of intimacy 
with God. She does this by offering a clear picture of four levels of spiritual 
commitment. At each level--from acknowledging God's presence to letting 
His love completely transform your life--Joyce shows you how to move, 
step by step, closer to God and receive His blessings… 

 

The description of this book sounds enticing, right?  It’s a guarantee we’ll get to know 
and see God. What’s more, once we discover life is finally going our way, we’ll know 
we’re finally doing this faith thing right!  Work the steps and you’ll see changes in your 
life, says Meyer.  God wants you to prosper, to live life abundantly. 
 

How about the book Knowing God, by J.I Packer?  Let’s have a looksee at its 
description:  
 

Packer's classic has been an important tool to help Christians around the 
world discover the wonder, the glory and the joy of knowing God. In 2006, 
Christianity Today voted this title one of the top 50 books that have shaped 
Evangelicals. Explaining both who God is and how we can relate to him, 
Packer divides his book into three sections: The first directs our attention to 
how and why we know God, the second to the attributes of God and the 
third to the benefits enjoyed by those who know him intimately.   

 

Again, this book’s focus is on cultivating a step-by-step relationship with God so we’ll 
receive benefits like joy, happiness, and even wealth or success.  I’m sure there are 
plenty of shiny nuggets in this book to help draw one closer to God.  However, in both of 
these books, where’s any mention of our relationship with God as it relates to our 
neighbor and those in need?  Where’s the challenge and mention of true growth in 
ourselves when we step outside of ourselves into the lives of other people?   
 

Type in any question about “Knowing God” or “Knowing God’s Will” into Google and 
you’ll get similar results.  You’ll find links that read, “8 Keys to Knowing God’s Will for 
Your Life,” “The Purpose Driven Life,” “Two Steps to Knowing God’s Will,” “Pray This 
Prayer To God, It Will Change Your Life.”  Again, if you get to clicking, some of what 
you’ll read is useful in its own right.  However, what I want to stress today is how 
strange it is that absolutely none of these books or links ask us to give notice or pay 
attention to anyone else but ourselves and our “personal” relationship with God.  This 
can be dangerous in a society that is increasingly individualistic. 
 



This sentiment reminds me of my journey to Israel-Palestine in 2017 with my mother 
and two aunts.  The Holy Land is one of the most compounded and diversely 
intermingled regions in the world.  Relationships between people groups, ethnicities, 
and religions are profoundly interesting.  I wanted to know more about the complexities 
of the Holy Land.  I wanted to know: how do all those people live together?  What’s 
working, what isn’t?  Who are the rich?  Who are the poor?  Which groups does the 
U.S. support and why?  Who has power?  Who does not?  But again, not surprisingly, 
none of these questions were touched on within our assigned tour group of evangelical 
Christians.  Rather, the tour guides worked hard to draw out an emotional response and 
connection between us and the places Jesus once walked.  Where we went and what 
we saw were interesting, but what I had in my heart the entire time was Jesus expecting 
us to know more--not just in the way of knowledge but also the stories and experiences 
of others in the area.  We did not meet one local.  All we were is tourists.  Tourists use 
the homeland and context of others to appropriate and gain an experience in a different 
culture.  We essentially had no interest in their everyday lives.  This bothered 
me.            
 

And I obviously have similar sentiments towards quick fix, work-the-steps, so-called 
answers to questions about God and knowing God better.  For they have a tendency to 
feed into a consumerist culture that capitalizes on our inclinations as people to look only 
inward.  There are so many answers out there that overlook the very essential aspects 
of Jesus’ life and dedicated ministry to the poor, disparaging, and outcast.   
 

To get at this further, let’s boil down what our faith is all about using that cross we claim 
and proclaim. The cross isn’t meant to be some shiny thing we gawk at up on a 
wall.  The cross is meant to represent the intersection between the place where Christ 
meets us in our brokenness as we relate to the world’s suffering and brokenness. It is at 
the foot of the cross that God brings his love to bear on us and the world.  There are no 
false promises when kneeling at the feet of Jesus.  There’s only the reality that life is 
often difficult yet God has our backs and will never leave us, ever.   
 

Martin Luther compared  a “sunshine” and “rainbows”, “personal” or “private” 
relationship with God to that of the actual gospel as it relates to our relationship with 
God and neighbor.  He described this differential as being either a “theologian of glory” 
versus that of being a “theologian of the cross.”  To be a theologian of glory means one 
only looks to better her or his life as far as she or he stands in relationship with 
Christ.  To be a “theologian of the cross” is to get our hands dirty as we serve, work, 
and learn to sift through the messiness of what it means to be human alongside 
others.   
 

Just take a look around.  You’ll notice there aren’t many #1 New York Times Bestseller 
guides for knowing God by caring for the poor or loving the unlovable.  They’re out 
there; they’re just not very popular.  This is because the cross is too often raised up in 
glory without it being seen for what is was and truly is--an instrument that was used to 
break people apart, leaving them exposed and dependent on both God and one another 
for relief.   



 

Suffice it to say, knowing God isn’t always that joyful or fun.  Can knowing God be joyful 
and fun?  Absolutely.  But is it always?  No.  And that’s ok.  We get to sit with that.  We 
get to be real, on bended knee, with Jesus on the cross.  Jesus asks us to meet him 
there.  Jesus asks us to get bloody, stained, and scarred on the behalf of others.  Jesus 
asks us to do the very real work of loving others as our way of life as God so loved the 
world.  
 

May we keep this in mind as we go about our days, and, as we stand and sing this 
morning too.  , “Let Streams of Living Justice Flow Down Upon The Earth.”  This is our 
prayer.  Amen.   
 


