
To set your face toward Jerusalem--it’s a phrase used in our gospel text for this 
morning meant to convey Christ’s “fixedness of purpose.” He knew his sole 
purpose in life was to get to Jerusalem. His need to get there was all-consuming. 
His entire identity and sense of self were wrapped up in getting to Jerusalem so 
he could carry out what he knew God intended for his life.   
 

Have you ever set your face towards something?  Maybe your career, a big 
promotion, a new home, a lifestyle change.  We all have dreams.  We set 
goals.  We garner enthusiasm.  We seek to achieve what we hope is 
achievable.   
 

But what is our typical Jerusalem compared to that of Christ’s?  Well, the kind of 
Jerusalem we usually pursue involves our personal determination for the sake of 
personal growth or a personal outcome. And that’s ok a lot of the time. We are all 
personally responsible for the outcomes we produce in life and we have to take 
full responsibility for the situations in which we find ourselves day after 
day.  Jesus, however, sought Jerusalem not for his own personal gain but for our 
sake. This is so riveting to think about. The lengths our God went to demonstrate 
beyond words and ideals what is God’s love for the world--this is what the 
Christian story is all about and why we cherish it so deeply. Granted, it’s 
somewhat hard to arrive at the good news present in our Gospel text for this 
morning, so let’s break it down to get to the core of what God is calling us into. 
 

Previously, in chapter 9 of Luke, Jesus fed the five thousand outside of 
Bethsaida. Jesus foretold his death and resurrection for the first time. The 
Transfiguration happened, Jesus healed a boy with a demon and spoke of true 
greatness by taking a little child into his arms and saying, ‘Whoever welcomes 
this child in my name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 
one who sent me; for the least among all of you is the greatest.’ 
 

Last week we read about the Gerasene Demoniac and if we skip around Luke or 
any of the gospels, for that matter, we can read about Jesus continually working 
to set people free.  They become free of their ailments, their illnesses; people are 
liberated from the demons inside of them--those behaviors, personality traits, and 
lies that counter their God-given potential to live their lives uninhibited by 
unbridled power or people’s expectations. Throughout the gospels, over and over 
again, Jesus tells people they are forgiven by God, as in they have been freed 
from the entrapments of sin, even though according to religious officials, Jesus 
had no business saying these things to anyone.  
 

Then we get to our text this morning.  By this time, Jesus is definitely on his way 
to the cross. He knows what will happen in Jerusalem, so time is of the essence 
now.  Every moment matters.  Before he moves to testify that WE are even free 



from death, he wants to let all and everyone know that his Jerusalem 
encompasses every kind of freedom.   
 

For example, Jesus wanted to demonstrate the kind of freedom that ironically 
comes from becoming a servant to all.  Paul writes, “For you were called to 
freedom; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but 
through love become slaves to one another.  And Jesus says “Foxes have holes, 
birds of the air have their nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.”  In other words, Jesus is saying that because he has dedicated his life to 
the freedom-centered service of all, he cannot rest.  To serve others is to offer 
freedom as Christ offers freedom to us.   
 

Nor did Jesus have time to care about rejection or what other people 
thought.  When the Samaritan village refused to receive him, he moved 
on.  When the disciples were held captive by a need to seek revenge for the 
Samaritan’s discourteous welcome, Jesus rebukes them. To seek violence 
against another is to be chained down by one’s own ego and need for self-
satisfaction. That isn’t freedom.  Enough, Jesus says.  Revenge serves little 
purpose.  His mission and motivation were to shine his light on pathways of 
liberation.   
 

Jesus encounters people who want to follow him--a man who asks him if he 
might bury his father first and another who wants to say goodbye to his 
family.  But again, time is of the essence.  Ancient burial practices were 
extensive.  Mourning could go on for days if not weeks.  Jesus has little time left 
to reveal his life’s purpose.  If this man wanted to follow him he had to make a 
quick and very important choice.   
 

As for the other man, Jesus also pushes him to make a decision. "No one who 
puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.” In both of 
these instances, Jesus seems harsh, but at the core of his abruptness is the 
difficulty we all face in having to make choices to follow Christ every day.  
 

For instance, sometimes I think it would be so easy for me to turn my back on 
people, to forget that my faith calls me into the business of welcoming the 
stranger and loving those the world considers unloveable.  But to follow Christ is 
to make the choice over and over again to emit peace, welcome, justice, 
tolerance, and understanding, and most significantly, Christ’s sense of urgent 
freedom that he wanted and wants for all of us. To put my hand to plow, to turn 
my face toward not my own sense of Jerusalem but Christ’s Jerusalem is to then 
take urgent action, walking the walking and not just talking the talk, when it 
comes to uplifting what is our freedom in Christ. 
 



This brings us to what our Gospel text is all about. This text is asking us to 
urgently prioritize, in ways that involve more than words, the gift of love and 
freedom we have been given in Christ Jesus. Again, we set our faces toward 
self-perceptions of Jerusalem and that’s all good and well as long as we realize 
Jerusalem is for everyone. Jesus’ Jerusalem is our freedom--freedom from our 
sin, our self-loathing, our fears.  Christ’s journey to and through Jerusalem 
means we need not worry or grow anxious when it comes to death, the foreigner, 
or foe.  
 

We don’t always act and speak like we’re free. Rather, we have a tendency to 
put off the moments in time that might actually make a difference in how we act 
and what we say about the freedom Christ offers. We come with ready excuses 
to cower in fear because we think we need to have everything figured out.  
 

We don’t though. Following Jesus isn’t about perfection at all. It’s about freedom 
from thinking we have to be perfect.  In our gospel text, Jesus is saying that now 
is the time then. Offer freedom to others who hide their imperfections. Follow me 
to my Jerusalem.  We may have other ambitions in life but may we be mindful of 
any false sense of Jerusalem we may encounter.  Jesus reminds us that there is 
ample opportunity to act and speak to the freedom we have been offered in 
Christ. In every moment or by means of every profession, no matter one’s sense 
of vocation, we have been given the chance to live into our freedom. Everyone is 
deserving of this freedom and so our job, as Christians, is to make that fully 
evident in every little way we can.  
 

I saw a video on social media two garbage collectors offering a toy garbage truck 
to a little boy with autism.  The video made me tear up because that little boy was 
finally offered a split second of freedom.  His struggles were relieved and he was 
set free, if for only an instant, by two men who cared about Jesus’ sense of 
Jerusalem.  They do the hard, Christ-centered, servant-oriented work of 
collecting other people’s garbage yet they can find time and reason to do this 
small thing that will have a lasting impact on a little boy’s life.  We have so many 
opportunities to reveal God’s freedom in Christ throughout our days. Freedom 
from darkness, pain, and despair.  This is what the world longs for.  This is what 
we all long for.  We encounter it by way of Christ’s Jerusalem as we walk with 
Christ.  Our faces are set on God’s liberating love, knowing its for all people, not 
just some. We go out into the world emulating Christ because of the freedom and 
love of God we’re offered in renewed ways each day.  
 

Let us ever walk with Jesus, for as Paul writes to the Galatians, we have been 
called to freedom.  Thanks be to God for that.  Amen.   
 


