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Zion Lutheran, I bring you greetings in Christ today from the many congregations doing ministry 

with you in the Montana Synod, ELCA. I’m glad to be with you here in the beautiful central part of the 

synod to install your new pastor. Know that you are not alone in your ministry. We as the MT Synod 

stand with you to equip you for the ministry of the gospel of God’s love and mercy to the world. In fact, 

that is the synod’s new statement of calling, “to equip the followers of Christ across the MT Synod for 

the ministry of the gospel by building up the body of Christ (the church) and living Christ’s love into the 

world.”  

Thank you for the ministry you have been doing and continue to do to share God’s good news -- 

through your gifts of resources, time and energy, through your service to your neighbor here in Fergus 

Co and across the church, through living of God’s word in all of your words and actions. 

Perhaps after hearing the scripture texts read earlier, you may be thinking, “oh no, the bishop is 

here to ask us for money.” After all, that’s the focus of the texts from the lectionary in one way or 

another. Amos, Paul, Jesus…they all have something to say about “the rich” and their use or misuse of 

money. “Once there was a rich man…” is how Jesus begins his parable. In fact, Jesus loves to tell 

parables about “that rich man.”   

Now whether we like it or not, this rich person is a regular character in Jesus’ parables. Why? 

Well, I think it’s because Jesus cares deeply about how we live out our relationships. And he knows us 

well enough to see that how we live out our relationship with money affects our relationships with God 

and our neighbors. Really, this rich person is a tool Jesus uses to teach us an important lesson about how 

our relationship with money can get in the way of receiving God’s love as well as the love we called to 

show our neighbors. 

So no, I’m not here to ask you for money. But I am going to talk about money today because 

scripture does, a lot more than we’re willing to admit, and also because our relationship with money has 

much to do with our receiving of the gospel as well as how we live it out. 

But before we begin, I’d like to remind us that for God, wealth in itself is not the problem. Neither 

is “being rich” per se. God loves rich people too. Contrary to the way we’ve heard this proverb over the 

years, money itself is NOT the root of all evil. No, as Paul writes in our second lesson, the LOVE of 

money is a root of all kinds of evil. IOW, it’s our disordered relationship to money that causes so many 

evils in the world, not money itself. 

That’s what today’s parable about the rich man and Lazarus is about: the consequences of a 

disordered relationship with wealth. 
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The rich man lives in a great mansion in his own personal gated community. He wears the most 

expensive clothes and he eats sumptuously every day. He is blind to everyone but himself, seeing 

nothing outside his doors but his own interests. He hasn’t a care in the world, other than maintaining his 

wealthy lifestyle. His apathy toward others reeks of self-centeredness. His life is the life described in the 

text from Amos today: lying on ivory beds, lounging on couches, eating the most expensive cuts of 

meat, drinking wine from big bowls, and being anointed with the finest perfumes. “Alas for those who 

are at ease,” God warns. “Alas for those who feel secure and don’t notice the ruin of those around 

them.” Being “alased” by God! Not a good thing! 

Now the rich man in Jesus’ parable was so focused on his own enjoyment of the pleasures of his 

riches, he didn’t even see the man outside his gate… 

 …Whose name was Lazarus, the only person named by Jesus in any of his parables; the name 

means “God has helped.” Though it doesn’t seem like God has helped poor Lazarus much, does it? He’s 

the poorest of the poor, the downtrodden of the downtrodden, the oppressed of the oppressed. His body 

is covered with sores and he’s starving, longing to find merely a crumb from the rich man’s table. But 

not even a crumb is given. Only the roving packs of wild dogs show him any notice, licking his sores 

raw. He has nothing; he can do nothing; he is nothing. And that’s what the rich man sees – nothing. 

Why doesn’t someone else help him, you may ask? Surely someone else can help if the rich man 

won’t. How often we say to ourselves, “someone else” will do it! How often the poor, the rejected, the 

oppressed, the least of these in our world are ignored, forgotten, not seen by those who expect “someone 

else” to do what the followers of Christ are called to do?! 

 Like the announcement in a Lutheran Church’s newsletter that read this way: Our church was 

saddened to learn this week of the death of one of our most valued members, Someone Else. Someone 

Else’s passing creates a vacancy that will be difficult to fill. Someone Else has been with us for many 

years and for every one of those years, Someone Else did far more than a normal person’s share of the 

work. Whenever there was a job to do, a class to teach, resources to be shared or a need to be met, one 

name was on everyone’s list, “Let Someone Else do it.” Whenever giving time and service was 

mentioned, this wonderful person was looked to, “Someone Else can do it.” It was common knowledge 

that Someone Else was among the most generous givers in the church. Whenever there was a financial 

need, everyone just assumed Someone Else would make up the difference. Someone Else was a 

wonderful person, always seeing the needs of others and caring for them, always going beyond what a 

normal human could do. Truth be told, everybody expected too much of Someone Else. Now Someone 
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Else is gone! What are we going to do? Someone Else left a wonderful example to follow, but who is 

going to follow it? Who is going to do the things Someone Else did? 

The only someone else in the parable who could do something for Lazarus was the rich man. And 

he does nothing. Left behind to “someone else” and ignored by the rich man, Lazarus suffers miserably. 

Even God seems not to see this poor suffering man…until! Until they both die. Then comes the Great 

Reversal, the Big Switch-a-roo that God promises throughout the Bible. The rich man ends up in Hades 

suffering horrible torment of heat, thirst and flames. Lazarus is carried by angels to the bosom of 

Abraham, protected, comforted and content in his life that really is life. 

Notice in the parable that it’s the rich man, not God, who created the chasm between himself and 

Lazarus, Abraham, and God by refusing to see anyone but himself. During his life on earth, he’s 

centered on living his high-life; during his time in hell, he’s centered on relieving his own suffering and 

using Lazarus to do it. “Father Abraham, have mercy and send Lazarus to dip his finger in water and 

cool my tongue,” he demands. “Father Abraham, send Lazarus back to earth to warn my brothers to 

change their ways,” he commands. It’s only in his suffering that the rich man notices the poor man 

who’d been at his gate. But what does he do? He demands that Lazarus serve him, despite his own 

refusal to serve Lazarus when he suffered in poverty, sickness, and starvation.  

No, God didn’t create his hell, his suffering or the great chasm; the rich man did that on his own 

when he picked his money over everything else. By destroying his relationship with Lazarus during his 

life on earth, he destroyed his relationship with God, creating a great chasm that separates him from the 

life that really is life in God. 

That’s why Paul tells Timothy and us to be content with what we have. “We brought nothing into 

the world, so that we can take nothing out of it,” he says. Therefore, while we’re in the world we are 

called to have empathy, to “pursue right relationships with God and neighbor, pursue being the image of 

God for the world. Pursue faith in God, love for neighbor, endurance in the race of life and gentleness as 

you encounter others. Fight the GOOD fight of trust in Christ and cling to the eternal life already given 

to you by God. And as for those who in this present age are rich, they shouldn’t be prideful or set their 

hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on God who richly provides us with everything for our 

enjoyment. They are to do good, be rich in working for others, rich in generosity, and always ready to 

share…so that they may take hold of the life that really is life.” 

“The life that really is life.” That’s what relationship with God is all about: life in Christ that is 

abundant, real life, rather than a fake life that is promised by riches. In the parable, the rich man wants 
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Lazarus to go back from the dead to warn his brothers so they can repent and avoid torment. Abraham’s 

reply is, “They already have Moses and the prophets to warn them. If they won’t listen to Moses and the 

prophets, they won’t be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.” What irony! For someone 

really did rise from the dead. Someone did cross the chasm and closed it, becoming human to show us 

the “life that really is life” where true happiness lies. Someone did tell us stories about rich young rulers 

and storing up your treasures and camels trying to go through needles. Someone did shout at the lovers 

of money, chasing them from the temple, and someone did bless the poor, the meek and the persecuted 

for they will inherit the earth. Someone even got hit, spat at, whipped and killed to illustrate what 

happens when people trust themselves and their money more than their God. And then you know what? 

That someone rose from the dead to prove that he was right and the promises of the world were wrong.  

Jesus has proclaimed the good news to us again and again. But he also speaks God’s law to us in 

our relationships with wealth. Jesus has told us in person that “the life that really is life” comes through 

trusting in God’s mercy, love, new life. He’s even come from the dead to drive the point home. Money 

can’t save us. Jesus can. “Trust me, don’t worry, follow me,” Jesus says. “I will close that chasm and 

you will have ‘the life that really is life.’”  

And once we trust in Christ for our wants and needs, then “our lives that really are life” will focus 

back into the clarity found in the command to love God and neighbor. We will have empathy, seeing the 

neighbor at our gates and responding to their needs. Our concern will be more for the people around us 

than it will be for ourselves. Instead of wanting more for ourselves, we will want more for another. 

Instead of climbing over another’s back to get to the top, we will lift them onto our shoulders so that 

they can get to the top ahead of us. Instead of thinking we deserve it more than they, we will give, share 

and be content with what we have. And if we don’t have anything to give, we can be like the man who 

when asked by a poor man for some money, said sadly, “Brother, I’m sorry, I have nothing to spare.” To 

which the poor man replied, “You have given enough. You have called me Brother.”  

You see, that’s what this parable is finally all about: love. It’s about the love that God has for us in 

Jesus Christ and the desire God has for us to have “the life that really is life.” And that’s why, probably 

the most important reason why, God created the church and the office of ministry. That’s why the Holy 

Spirit has called Pastor Audrey (and Pastor Stacey) to serve here…to proclaim for you the good news 

that in Christ you have been given “the life that really is life.” That life is yours already. That the 

fullness of life has come to you through the forgiveness of sin, your transformation in your baptism, the 

communion with God and neighbor that comes through the Lord’s Supper. But that proclamation from 
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your pastor also serves to guide you in how to live out your new, Spirit-given lives in the world. And 

sometimes, like Jesus and Amos and Paul, that proclamation includes the warning of what can go wrong 

when the love of money steals us away from the God who never wants to let us go.  

Pastor Audrey, you have followed Jesus’ call through your baptism and into seminary, through 

your ordination, through many congregation calls into your current call to be pastor at Zion Lutheran 

Church. As we gather to recognize your call to this place through your installation, I say thank you for 

your willingness to share God’s amazing love with the people in and around Lewistown and Fergus 

County, by proclaiming the gospel, providing comfort and hope, teaching the faith, loving God’s people 

on the good days and yes, even on the not so good ones. 

Today, people of Zion Lutheran, Pastor Audrey is installed to love, serve, and pray for God's 

people here, in the surrounding community and the larger church, to nourish you with the Word and 

sacraments, to be a faithful witness of God’s love in this community and the world, and to lead you by 

her example in faithful service and holy living. 

But you, Zion Lutheran, are installed today as well, called to receive her, pray for her, support her, 

honor her, and be co-workers of God with her, serving together with her to be ministers of the gospel in 

word and deed. You, Zion Lutheran, have also been called by Jesus Christ to do his ministry, to live out 

his cross and resurrection, to share his love and grace in unique ways for this place and time.  

Friends in Christ, Jesus calls you into Christ’s “life that really is life,” a life of renewal and 

courage, a life of service and hope, and a life of right relationship in Christ that takes you as a 

congregation by the hand and keeps you in the covenant God has already made with you in Jesus.  

So let’s us put our trust in the Lord and sing praises to God all our lives long! May God bless you 

as together we follow Christ in the ministry of the gospel. Amen 
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