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Zion Lutheran Church Lewistown, Montana 

April 12, 2020  Easter Day 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made new! 

Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings life to 

everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim God’s 

faithfulness, power, and love. With the women at the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and 

grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the good news of God’s endless love. 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

PRELUDE         "Prayer of St. Gregory" by Alan Hovhaness 

Organ: Brian Priest, Trumpet: Mike Hamling 

This piece was written in honor of Pope Gregory, a 6th century pope of the Roman church. He 

served in a time of plague and war and worked tirelessly to provide people with food and 

medical care, such as it was at the time. As this haunting yet beautiful music is played, the 

sanctuary will come to life with our Easter paraments and flowers! 

 

EASTER GREETING 

P: Christ is risen! 

C: He is risen indeed!  

P: Alleluia! 

C: Alleluia! 
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GATHERING SONG Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  
 

 
 

WELCOME 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his 

glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, 

that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Be Not Afraid  

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 28:1-10 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 

descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance was like 

lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the guards shook and became like 

dead men. 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for 

Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place 

where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and 

indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 
8So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9Suddenly 

Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 

worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to 

Galilee; there they will see me.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

GOSPEL RESPONSE  Be Not Afraid  
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SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY, VV. 1, 2, 4, 8 I Know that My Redeemer Lives! 

 

 

 
 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 
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For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the people of God in all times 

and places in praying for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 

God of resurrection, from the very beginning you give the church the commission to proclaim 

Christ's death and resurrection until he comes again. Open our ears to this proclamation this day 

and always. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All your creation praises you—the earth hums, the seas pulse, the stars shine, and the galaxies 

whirl in glorious harmonies to honor you. Let us hear and blend our voices in the song.  

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

All countries of the world have been infected with a common virus, some better equipped to treat 

it than others. Send your healing to all peoples and nations, and guide leaders to work together to 

provide supplies and knowledge for the good of the whole world. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

We still weep with those who weep, and mourn with those who mourn. Cradle the fearful, the 

suffering, and the dying, assuring them of your loving presence. We pray especially this day for 

Don, Scott, Jessie, and the family of Dora. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
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Risen Lord, you went ahead of us into the grave and defeated the powers of evil. We remember 

those who have died, especially our brother Loyd Bowen and our sister Dora Morse. Inspire us to 

live our lives in this resurrection hope and draw us to you in our final days. Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom we pray into your 

eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of the risen Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Through your goodness you have blessed us 

with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. As you have raised us to new life in 

Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 

and turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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SENDING SONG Thine Is the Glory  
 

 
 

DISMISSAL 

Christ is risen, just as he said. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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