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Psalm 23; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-18 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Six years ago, almost to the day, a new pastor (though not a young pastor) and her husband flew 

to Lewistown to meet with a call committee and begin a relationship that grew into a wonderful 

shared ministry in this community. 

The word pastor, in its Latin origins means shepherd, or one that feeds others. When those others 

are sheep or other livestock, that means taking them out to pasture. Pastor, pasture…get it? At 

some point the verb “to shepherd” was turned into a noun to name those who care particularly 

for sheep.  

A shepherd is a role that implies action in the feeding and protecting of those in their care. The 

same is true for pastors, although we feed others with the Word of God and the Sacraments. And 

the best and only way to do that kind of shepherding is to know the flock, to know each person 

by name, and for each of them to know and trust the pastor. 

I like the way Marty Haugen translates the 23rd Psalm as we sang it this morning. Rather than 

declaring the Lord to be his shepherd, we sang, “Shepherd me, O God.” We look to God to act 

on our behalf, to guard and guide us, “beyond our wants, beyond our fears, from death into life.”  

In the metaphor of shepherd and sheep, Jesus paints a picture of his relationship with God’s 

children—a relationship that goes both ways. The Good Shepherd knows his sheep and his sheep 

know their Shepherd. Jesus knows his followers and his followers are getting to know him, just 

as God knows the Son and the Son knows the Father.  

In John’s gospel, “knowing” is about being in relationship. Knowing another is not just knowing 

the facts of their life, but being in an active, caring relationship with them, which is how God is 

in relationship with us, a relationship expressed through Jesus. 

It takes time to form relationships where we are truly known by another person. I remember 

when I first came here, you were all so gracious about telling me your names, week after week, 

until I could call you by name first. You were great about helping me connect the dots between 

the family connections within the congregation and in the surrounding community.  

Over the years you shared your stories of growing up, how you met your spouse, what this 

church as meant to you over the years, and more. We attended a branding at the Olson ranch, 

Eric was adopted by the tractor club, and we watched parades and enjoyed Chokecherry 

festivals. You wanted us to know you and care for you and this part of the country, and we have. 

In time, some of you came to me with deeper concerns—with your fears and frustrations and the 

worries you carried—and together we brought these before our Good Shepherd in prayer and we 

walked through these difficult seasons together.  

The relationship between pastor and church hasn’t been a one-way relationship. When our 

grandchildren were born, you celebrated with us and gave gifts and cards—both for us and for 

our daughter and son-in-law. When my mother had surgeries and chemo treatments, you asked 



about her and prayed for her. You helped us move—twice—into the rental house and then across 

town! You wrapped Eric and me into your loving care from the very beginning. 

Things haven’t been perfect. There were times when I misunderstood, when I misspoke, when I 

was too pushy, or when I missed a need that I should have paid attention to. I have appreciated 

those who came to me and spoke words of truth. You allowed me to apologize, and extended 

grace with a hug or a handshake and then treated me as if nothing had ever happened. You taught 

me that receiving love is as important as giving love. 

Jesus calls himself the Good Shepherd in our gospel reading today. But he is more than just 

good—as if Jesus is simply kind or competent as our shepherd. Jesus is the model, the ideal 

shepherd, the one we can count on to follow through, who won’t need to apologize or forget or 

regret anything in our relationship with him. 

In fact, he is so committed to God’s people, to those God has given into his care and keeping, 

that he will lay down his life for them.  

These Sundays after Easter we look back at the empty tomb and remember that Jesus willingly 

handed himself over to those who didn’t know who he was, who didn’t know his voice, who saw 

Jesus as a threat. But Jesus knew that his power would be made known both in laying down his 

life on the cross and in taking his life back again in his resurrection. This is what the ideal 

shepherd is supposed to do, to put the life and care of the sheep above his own.  

In the reading from First John, we are told to follow Jesus’ lead and lay down our lives for one 

another, to shepherd one another. In the coming months, you will need to do that as you journey 

from one called pastor to another. The homebound will still need to be called, and when visiting 

is available to receive the sacrament of Holy Communion from this table.  

Prayers for those in distress will need to be communicated. Our children are in the good and 

capable hands of Falan and her team of volunteers, but as always, they need help to shepherd 

these young ones.  

You already shepherd one another with love and care. Some of you may need to lay down a 

commitment or two in order to serve on a transition team or the call committee as you discern the 

calling of your next pastor. Our church council are all capable, caring people who also serve to 

shepherd the needs of Zion. Be sure you support and care for them, too. 

Laying down our lives simply means looking to the needs of others before ourselves, “beyond 

our wants, beyond our fears.” But that isn’t always so simple, is it? So, we look to the Good 

Shepherd to lead us into making the loving, life-giving choices he will call us to make, especially 

when that seems to be too challenging.  

At the end of John’s gospel, Jesus commissions Peter and the other disciples to shepherd those 

who would come into the family of God, telling them to “tend my sheep and feed my lambs.” 

We look to pastors to be those shepherds most of the time.  

In the ELCA we also have synod bishops and staff people to serve as shepherds. I know Bishop 

Laurie Jungling and Pastor Jason Asselstine are ready to shepherd the Zion council and all of 

you, especially in the coming months.  



Jesus is the Good Shepherd, the one we trust to guide and care for us, even to point of laying 

down his life for us. By the power of his resurrection, when he took his life up again, we 

received power to love and serve those God has given us to care for—our children and families, 

our neighbors and friends, and those in this congregation.  

Yes, there are others who are not of this fold whom Jesus is guiding into his loving care. You are 

really good at receiving newcomers and welcoming them with open arms! I know your next 

pastors will be as blessed by knowing you as I have been. 

Thanks be to God. Amen 

  



Prayers of Intercession 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Loving Shepherd, you know your own and your own know you. Your voice calls us to your 

loving embrace. Strengthen your church throughout the world that we would bear witness to 

your expansive love. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Gracious Shepherd, you are generous with the gifts of goodness and mercy. Restore your 

creation to wholeness so that cities and towns, countryside and wilderness, may abound with life. 

We give thanks for the rain and pray that you would continue to nourish the land. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Hope-giving Shepherd, the nations and peoples are your heritage. Place into the hearts of all 

leaders and rulers the passion to serve. Crucify any desire to overpower others and give leaders 

joy in lifting up the lowly. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Abiding Shepherd, your love flows as we reach out to those around us. Move us with your Spirit, 

so that we lay down our lives for those in need, especially those listed in our bulletin today, and 

those we now name in our hearts.  

Help us love one another in truth and action. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Saving Shepherd, you restore us to wholeness. Help our community in our life together and give 

us energy and wisdom as a people of faith. In the midst of challenges and opportunities, fill us 

anew with you Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Eternal Shepherd, you hold us securely in your loving hands. In the assurance of resurrection 

hope, we remember our loved ones who have died in you. Bring us, with them, to dwell in your 

house forever. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 

goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 


