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Gospel reading 

John 17:1a After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven 
and said… vv. 6-19 

20 “I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me 
through their word, 21that they may be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may 
they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” 

 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Tomorrow evening I will meet with our church council for the last time. Part of that 
meeting will include an exit interview in which we will reflect together on my time here at 
Zion Lutheran Church. One of the questions I will address asks about what I have found 
fulfilling in my ministry. 

The first thing that comes to my mind, and was a surprise for me, were the times when 
some of you came to me with something you were struggling with in your life. I had the 
privilege of listening to you share the burdens of your hearts. The surprise was that this 
was the very reason I resisted becoming a pastor decades ago.  

I felt like I should know just the right thing to say to people to help them feel better in times 
of crisis. My experience had been that I usually botched that up somehow and I thought 
there must be other people who could handle distress better than I could. 

I still feel a little nervous when people come to share their worries with me, but I have 
learned to listen, to receive and hold what they tell me without judgement or a shocked 
reaction, and to give them a safe place to pause and consider their situation. 

And, at some point in our time together, I pray for them. This is a holy and powerful act in 
which we both come before God with the questions and fears that were voiced. I ask for 
God’s power and presence in the situation at hand, and pray for the person I am with by 
name.  

It is a rare and wonderful thing when we hear our name lifted in prayer. I think I’ve told 
you before about a woman in a previous congregation whose prayer book was found on her 
bedside table after her death, and each one of the pastors and staff were named in that 
book day after day. Though I never heard her speak my name in prayer, I was moved to 
know that she spoke my name to God so often. 

This is what is happening in our gospel reading today. As I mentioned a couple of weeks 
ago, we are in the midst of what’s known as Jesus’ Farewell Discourse in John’s gospel. After 
Jesus washes the disciples’ feet at their last supper together before his death, he talks with 
them with words of warning about what is about to happen, and then words of reassurance 
and the promise of the coming of the Holy Spirit as their Advocate.  



Then Jesus moves into a time of prayer, first praying for himself, then for the disciples, and 
finally for those who will come to believe because of their witness in the generations to 
follow. That means Jesus is praying for us! 

I have always loved this portion of the prayer. I find it comforting and empowering that you 
and I are located in the pages of Scripture. Even though we aren’t individually named, we 
can see ourselves both as those who have heard the good news of Jesus Christ and have 
come to faith, AND as disciples ourselves who have been called to bear witness to the 
Gospel so that others will come to believe in Jesus as the Son of God and Savior of the 
world. 

Over the course of these first years as a pastor I have become bolder about offering prayer 
for people in the moment, even on the phone. And I have never been refused. People seem 
to appreciate having their fears and struggles and their hearts placed into the care of God.  

As I have studied the philosophy of faith formation, especially as it takes place in the 
context of our homes, one of the key experiences people name as important in the 
development of their faith is hearing someone pray for them by name. What might that 
look like in your home? 

Perhaps at dinnertime you could begin your meal with a standard prayer like “Come, Lord 
Jesus” or something you all know well. Then, as you talk about your day while you eat, end 
the meal by giving thanks for the joys of the day and asking for God’s help with the 
struggles, naming the family members who are in most need of God’s strength or care. 

At bedtime, parents, pray for your child by name as you tuck them into bed.  

As you and your spouse leave the house for the day, a simple prayer for something they are 
worried about can be the word of encouragement they need. 

When you talk with your adult children or grandchildren on the phone, pray for them 
before you end the conversation. It can be something simple, like, “O God, I thank you for 
Sally. Give her confidence to face her big test tomorrow, and show her your love every day. 
Amen” 

Prayer takes practice. So maybe we need to practice praying alone for those we know and 
love. Practice out loud even if no one is listening. Then, over time, ask someone you know 
well if you can pray for them. I’ll bet you won’t be turned down.  

In the prayer Jesus prays in our reading today, he asks God to protect us from evil and to 
make his joy complete in us. In the verses I added, Jesus asks that we would be united, 
made one, with fellow believers, so that our combined witness would become Christ’s light 
of hope for others.  

It has been my honor and joy to walk with you all in times of fear and struggle, and joy and 
gladness. I am so thankful for our Stephen Ministers who stand ready to serve you in a 
similar way, listening to your concerns, holding you in hope, and praying for you, especially 
when it’s too hard to pray for yourself. Contact Roger Woltermann or Kris Descheemaeker 
if you are in a difficult spot. We have well-trained, compassionate Stephen Ministers ready 
to accompany you through your difficult times.  



May the prayer of Jesus for us serve as our calling to pray for one another, to be united by 
his love, and to give witness to God’s saving power in our care for others. 

Thanks be to God! Amen 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete. Root the church in your 
Word and unify us as Christ’s body. Send us into the world as your loving people, ready to 
testify to your Spirit at work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse. Seas teem with 
life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in the soil. Guard and 
keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near streams of 
water. Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your grace and truth. 
Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have abundant life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, rejected, 
or sick. Grant healing and love to all in nee, especially those listed in our bulletin today and 
those we name now, aloud or in our hearts. wait  
Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and supporting 
one another. Give us thankful hearts as we learn to recognize and claim the gifts you have 
given to us and encourage us as you form us into one body for the sake of the world. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus. Through the witness 
of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life. We cherish the memory 
of your saints, especially Kathie Bailey. Grant comfort to her family and friends in their 
grief in the days ahead. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 


