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Let us pray. As the people gathered on the Day of Pentecost, grant us, O God, to hear your 
voice, and in hearing your voice to love your word, and in loving your word, to do your will, 
through Christ our Lord and by the power of your Spirit. Amen 

On Wednesday evening, I was pleased to be asked to participate in the Fergus High School 
baccalaureate service. Pastor Jason O’Neill of Harvest Fellowship Church of the Nazarene 
gave the message that night and one of his two points was advice to avoid the temptation of 
becoming too busy.  

Graduates, you will soon learn that becoming an adult comes with a lot of choices. As busy 
as you all will be with your studies or work and other social activities, you will also find 
spaces in your life that you will need to fill somehow. And the choices you have before you 
might be harder to make than you think. 

In our gospel reading today, Jesus is preparing his disciples for a new phase in their lives, a 
phase in which he will not be with them as he was before. After his death and resurrection, 
he will be with them again for a while, but then he will ascend into heaven and his physical 
presence will leave a space in their lives. 

The same is true for you who are graduating. If you go off to college or the military or on 
some other venture that takes you away from home, there will be spaces left where family 
and friends used to be. The structures of school, sports practices, and work schedules will 
be different.  

I remember when my son went to college, he received a planner at freshman orientation —
a spiral bound notebook with a calendar and other organizational tools. Over the course of 
his first semester, he realized that being completely responsible for his schedule—
including making time to study—was more complicated that he thought it would be. So as 
the second semester began, he decided he would actually USE the planner he had been 
given! 

Filling in the spaces of our schedules can be tricky and you may need to try some things out 
before deciding what works best for you. The harder part, I think, is filling in the spaces of 
our relationships. Who will you hang out with in your new setting? Who will serve in the 
place of your parent—reminding, encouraging, scolding, and even just listening with an 
open heart? Who will be your new coaches or mentors and teachers and bosses? 

Those spaces will be filled, and you may have some say over some of the people who will 
fill them, but my experience is that those people enter our lives with little planning on our 
part. As Jesus prepares his disciples for the space that will be opened when he is no longer 
with them in person, he promises to send another he calls the Advocate—which we know 
as the Holy Spirit. 

In the many places in scripture the Spirit is mentioned, a variety of roles are described. All 
of these roles are best recognized in the spaces of our lives and hearts. 



In the reading from Acts we heard this morning, the Spirit is the one who empowered the 
apostles to speak in a variety of languages so that those who had come from other places 
could hear and receive the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Over this pandemic we have been made more aware of the spaces between people of 
different cultures and backgrounds and perspectives. When we enter into new situations, 
we can trust in the Spirit to come into the spaces between us and those we don’t know well 
to help us learn each other’s languages, even if that language is the reality of their 
experience which is different from our own. 

Jesus promises that the Spirit will testify on his behalf. The things you have heard and 
learned about Jesus in this faith community will come back to you from time to time. That’s 
the voice of the Spirit. As you engage in campus ministry or find a new church, the Spirit 
will speak to you through a different pastor, new teachers, and the fellowship of believers 
who gather with you there.  

Spaces will open up in your life in which you will need to make a decision or consider your 
next steps. Jesus promises that the Spirit enters those spaces as our companion, our guide, 
and our helper. As you discover new interests and new passions, that is the work of the 
Spirit to inspire you and motivate you to accomplish your goals and dreams.  

You can be sure that there will be times of struggle and pain in your future. That’s part of 
this life we live. Grief and separation, confusion and despair can feel like big, black holes in 
our lives. You can also be sure that the Spirit enters into those spaces, too, to comfort you 
and to intercede for you, bringing your pain before God when it’s just too hard to do that 
yourself.  

In our reading from Romans today, we hear the promise that “the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with 
sighs too deep for words.” 

Now, the Spirit might seem as elusive as smoke or as invisible as an imaginary friend you 
might have had as a little child. But sometimes we experience the Spirit very clearly in quiet 
moments in our hearts. And I also know that the Spirit shows up in the people God places in 
our lives, especially when those people serve to lift us up or cheer us on or speak a word we 
need to hear at a critical moment. 

And there will be times when the Spirit guides YOU to speak a word of truth, of hope, of 
comfort to someone else. And you may not even know you’ve served as the vessel of the 
Spirit of God for them!  

You have had advocates and teachers and companions in your life already. As we move 
through life, the individuals who fill these roles will come and go.  

We can trust that as the Holy Spirit has called us together this morning to be in the 
presence of God, that the Spirit will continue to bring us into community with others who 
will love and care for us, and for whom we can love and give care like we have had in this 
congregation.  



The source of this love and care is the perfect love of God we know in Jesus and in the 
gatherings of God’s people. 

As we move through the seasons of our lives, spaces are opened and filled with new people 
and experiences. Spaces are good, because they serve as opportunities to learn and grow 
and change.  

So, take Pastor O’Neill’s advice and try to avoid being too busy, and learn to see the spaces 
as times to rest and to receive whatever—and whomever—the Holy Spirit might bring into 
those spaces.   

Let us pray. O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the 
ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with 
good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your 
love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

  



Prayers of Intercession 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Gracious God, you give the Holy Spirit to your church, filling it with many and varied gifts. 
In the church throughout the world, strengthen us in our visioning and dreaming, that it 
may discover anew the Spirit’s creative work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of life, your mighty works are too numerous to count. The earth is full of your 
creatures, living things both great and small. Open your hand and give them the necessities 
of this life. Send your fresh Spirit over the face of the earth. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of the nations, at the sound of the rushing wind on the Day of Pentecost, people 
speaking different languages proclaimed and heard together your deeds of power. Fill the 
leaders of nations in our time with your Holy Spirit, so that they exercise your gracious will 
in the lives of people. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of faithfulness, you tend to the needs of your people, even the sighs of our hearts. Hear 
those who cry out to you in distress. Restore to wholeness all who are in any need this day, 
especially those named in our bulletin and those we name now in our hearts.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

God of hope, those who have died in you raise their eternal song of praise. We give you 
thanks for the many gifts of your people and rejoice in the witness of your saints. Hear us, O 
God. 
Your mercy is great. 

In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 


