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Dana Leininger
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Zion Youth
Kay Pegg &
Denise Goodwin
Dana Leininger &
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Roger & Becky
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Bob Giese

Acolyte
Ryder Cowen
Kenadee
Simac
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*IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO FULFILL YOUR DUTY, PLEASE FIND YOUR OWN REPLACEMENT

Zion Lutheran Church
Worship, faith in Action, Outreach, Fellowship,
News, Events, Causes, Happenings, Community,
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I casually joked Reformation Sunday how resistant most Lutherans are to change. I am a cradle Lutheran and I
can be very opposed to change. Yet, intellectually I also know change is necessary for growth. In my change
resistance I have also been known to tell people “If I am not changing, dig my hole.” The opposite of change is
death; so the right answer is to go forth with change.
In the same vein change just for the sake of change is not a good thing either. If there is going to be change the
change needs to be carefully considered and the reason must be for the purpose growth.
As Zion’s new pastor I know the church has experienced some changes. Some of these changes are simply
because “I don’t know better.” I, like you, have been used to doing some things one way, and I have no idea that
that you, members of Zion, have been used to doing things differently. This type of change is part of the growing
pains we all feel as we navigate ministry together. I want you to know I do listen and consider your concerns
when these changes are brought to my attention.
One of the changes Zion has made in worship is to no longer pass the offering plate. The offering plate is on a
table at the entrance to the sanctuary. For those who prefer to give to the ministry of Zion traditionally we ask
that you leave your offering in the plate as you enter. This change has been made to be more welcoming for those
who, in this new age, no longer write checks or carry cash. These individuals and families prefer digital giving.
This type of monetary exchange is most comfortable for them. I have learned that often times, when an offering
plate is passed, they feel like they are being judged for having nothing to offer. Therefore, as a church, we have
found a way for everyone to give while removing the judgement some might perceive.
At the September council meeting the Zion council voted to provide various means of digital giving. Please be
looking for more information about digital giving if this is your norm.
As Zion institutes this change, please be mindful that not passing the offering plate is not a sign that giving to
your church is not necessary for ministry. Offering, whether it be time, talent, or resources is a necessary part of
worship. Offering is a way of showing gratitude for God’s never-ending abundance. Our offering of all that we
have, and all that we are, increases our trust in God’s faithfulness to us. Thank you for continuing to give from
all that God has first given you; time, talent and resources.
In Christ’s abundant love,
Pastor Audrey
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From The Dog House
Happy Fall everyone; Gunner here this month!
You all know that Pastor Audrey and Eric were gone for a LONG time in October. We really can’t
complain too much though because they found a great person to come live with us while they were
gone. Shelby was great. She walked us every morning, fed us, petted us and in the afternoon, just
like Eric and Pastor Audrey, she would take us out somewhere that I can really run… because you
know I do like to run. I run fast too… especially for my age.
Anyway, I need to confess something I did while Shelby was here. I ate her dark chocolate candy
bar. She went to the store to get this treat… and when she got it home she put it on the table.
Shelby didn’t know how much I like chocolate. I like it a lot. So I was walking by the table, I smelled
it, and I just couldn’t resist, I grabbed it and in a couple bites I ate the whole thing. I think I even
may have eaten some of the wrapper.
When Shelby saw what I did she got so upset. I didn’t understand what the big deal was… it was
just a candy bar. She could buy another. But Shelby knew something I didn’t know. She knew that
dark chocolate is poisonous for dogs like me. She was afraid I would die. All I knew is that
chocolate tastes good.
Shelby rushed me to the vet. The vet did everything she could to get the chocolate out of me and I
ended up spending the night in the dog hospital. It was scary being left there alone. It was
especially scary not having Pastor Audrey and Eric there to tell me it was going to be okay. I was
alone, afraid, and a little ashamed. I was in this predicament all because I was greedy. I wanted
something that wasn’t mine. I took it without asking; and I paid the price.
I hear Pastor Audrey tell people that God only wants what is best for everyone but many people
only think about themselves and what they want with no thought about who might be hurt, even if it
is themselves. It never made sense to me before but after that little chocolate bar I think I get it.
Sometimes our spontaneous actions do affect others. I was scared. Shelby was afraid. Pastor
Audrey and Eric were worried far away. Even though everything turned out okay this time I think I
am going to try to do better. I am going to try and not be so greedy and not just take what isn’t mine
without thinking how it will affect others.
Until next time… your chocolate loving friend,
Gunner

Click HERE to see the October calendar.
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November
20th & 27th

* Jessie Stewart
* Tia Gaughan (Pam Bowen’s granddaughter)
* David Hardin (Brother of Dana Leininger)
* The family of Mary Westberg
* Frieda Tyler

During the sermon little
kid’s pre-k – 1st are
welcome to join Falan in
the Sunday school room for
a short lesson.

Staying connected with our church just got easier. Just download the
Instant Church app and you will have access to our church directory.
If you haven’t already, please download this app.
You can use your home computer or a smart phone.
If you are no able to do either of these options, we
will be printing hard copies.

November Social Concern is…
The Central Montana Community Cupboard exists to collect and distribute food to families and
individuals facing emergency situations. Our policy is to provide adequate food for three days
sustenance. Our friends can use this assistance up to six times each six-month period. The heart of the
Cupboard are the volunteers who collect, account for, and distribute the food to those in need. They
along with the Board of Directors rely on the generosity of the Central Montana Community to donate
money and food so that we might help those in need. Our many food partners are too many to mention
but each one makes a difference in their community.
If you would like to contribute to this effort, please mark Cupboard in the memo line of you check.

More on page 5
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Community Cupboard
The items listed below are needed at the community cupboard. These items must be donated and cannot be
bought by the community cupboard although monetary donations are welcome.

Toilet Paper

Kleenex

Sanitary Products

Toothpaste

Pampers

Shampoo

Razors

Deodorant

Detergent

Bar Soap

Bible Study:
November 9th and 23th @
12:00pm
Feel free to bring lunch.
B.L.A.S.T. has been going GREAT!
We have finished up our Blast Off series from our new curriculum and
are moving on to the Behind-the-Scenes series. Each month there will be
a new series that reflects the events that are going on within the life of
the church.
During the month of November, we will be practicing for our Christmas
play. More information on this will be coming soon.
Important dates coming up
November 2nd and 23rd
No B.L.A.S.T. or Confirmation

Happy Thanksgiving!!
Falan
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Are you interested in a bible
study? As you have heard pastor
Audrey gets excited studying the
bible with others. Each one of us
hears scripture through our own
lens based on our unique life
experiences. How we may have
heard a bible verse ten years
ago, or even two years ago, may
have changed depending on
what is going on in our lives
now. Let’s open our bible
together and hear God’s Word
together.

November PZYG Update!
Why the P before ZYG now? In case you haven't heard, we've teamed up with our Presbyterian friends
for ZYG (Zion Youth Group) this year. About 8-14 high school youth have been attending PZYG on
Sunday nights, including Pr. Kimmy Briggs, a few her youth, and their awesome adult volunteer,
Sandy Mikeson!
A huge thanks to Sandy and Denise Goodwyn for helping with our "Happy All-The-Days" All-Nighter
Lock-In last Wednesday-Thursday! Sandy volunteered until 9 pm and Denise and I spent the night
with 11 high schoolers! We celebrated every holiday, including Int'l Pizza and Oreo Day, in subsequent
order. Fun games and crazy shenanigans took place in between everything. What a night! Be sure to
check out pictures of this hilarity on our Facebook page.
This month, we'll be kicking off the first Sunday of the month, November 6th, with Youth Sunday. Our
youth will be assisting with worship. Be sure to bring your spare change for our noisy offering! After
worship, we'll be making Lutheran World Relief kits as a congregation (our previously planned
Community Discussion will take place in January now).
On the following Sunday nights, our PZYG Youth will be playing Minute-To-Win-It on the 13th. We'll
be engaging in a Turkey-Chopped-Challenge cooking competition on the 20th. On the 27th, it's dance
time with a Wii "Just Dance" Competition! Parents and congregation members are welcome to join us
anytime! Just let me (Pr. Stacey) know. (406-670-8886)
Finally, on December 4th, the first Sunday of December (Youth Sunday), we'll be hosting a Talent
Show Dinner Theatre Fundraiser starting at 11:30 am in the fellowship hall. ALL are invited to share
their talents. A sign-up sheet is in the narthex and tickets for the event will be available after worship
throughout November!
There's a lot coming up! We hope you can join us for as much of it as possible!
Blessings,
Pr. Stacey, your Youth and Family Faith Formation Minister 😊
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Happy All-The-Days

Thank you to all who participated in our Trunk or Teat!!!

And the winner of the Best Trunk Contest is
Anjeanette Carlson & Family

Thank you to all for making this another
successful year.
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your very thankful B.L.A.S.T. Leader, Falan.

Zion Lutheran church Christmas Bazaar
Saturday December 10, 2022
9am – 1pm
Celebrate the season with
Bake Sale
Pies, Sweet Rolls, Cookies, Candy, and Bread
Christmas Wreaths
Lefse
Handmade Gifts & Crafts, Quilt Raffle, Silent Auction
Fairtrade Coffee, Tea and Chocolate

Sweet Rolls, Coffee, & Tea will be served from 9am – 11am
Homemade Chicken Noodle Soup, Chili, Bread/Cornbread and Pie
Served from 11am – 1pm

Gathering of the Greens
November 19th
Meet in the parking lot @ 9am
If you have a wreath form that is in good
shape, please return it to the church.
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Wreath Making
November 21st
9:00am
@ The Giese’s

Please fill this portion out and return it to the church on Sunday.
Ministry Opportunities
Name ___________________________________
Check any you would like to help with
Usher

Lector

Communion Assistant

Name ____________________________________
Check any you would like to help with
Usher

Lector

Communion Assistant

Altar Guild
Yes
No
___________________________________________________________________________________
Refreshment Coordinator
Yes
No
___________________________________________________________________________________
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DUTY GUIDELINES FOR USHERS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.

10.

Be on duty fifteen minutes before service.
If necessary, turn on lights in nave, chancel, and narthex.
Make sure guest register is open and working pen is with it.
Check bulletin for baptism or special events that may need attention. Check with pastor if you have
questions.
Stand near the nave doors to distribute bulletins. As needed, usher persons to their pews (e.g., the infirm,
new members, etc.) especially as last minute folks come in and see that the back pews are full.
Close doors to nave when worship begins.
Fill out the Attendance Record. Leave in the narthex or place in the offering plate.
The Offering
- Offering plates will remain at the back (not passed through the pews).
- Always look at the bulletin to see when the offering should be taken to the front.
- Receive the offering in the choir loft and narthex, as needed.
-Ushers come forward with the offering plates when the acolyte to comes to the altar rail to receive the
offering plates.
The Communion.
– Ushers should open the narthex doors and take their positions in the aisle at the front during the singing
of the “Lamb of God”, so that members can be directed forward while the pastor communes the assistants.
-Ushers will move back pew by pew to maintain a steady line of communicants.
- Inform the pastor if there are persons to be communed in their pew.
Tidy the pews after worship. Pick up papers and put hymnals and Bibles in place.

Communion Guidelines
Please come to the sacristy during the singing of the “Holy, Holy, Holy”.
(If that is not sung, come during the Offering.)
Wash your hands at the sink.
Decide who will:
• who will serve wine, who will pick up cups (if serving by trays),
During the singing of the “Lamb of God” come to the front and stand at the altar to receive
communion.
Leave the emptied trays at the altar. Place the covers on the unused trays remaining on the tables.
Exit through the sacristy to take your seat.

10

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION

Zion Lutheran Church
PO Box 147
Lewistown MT 59457

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
LEWISTOWN, MT
PERMIT NO. 129

11

