
25 In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, 

    and the heavens are the work of your hands. 
26 They will perish, but you remain; 

    they will all wear out like a garment. 

Like clothing you will change them 

    and they will be discarded. 
27 But you remain the same, 

    and your years will never end. 
28 The children of your servants will live in your presence; 

    their descendants will be established before you.” Psalm 102:25-28 

Summer is coming to an end. Students will be returning to school; some are going off to school 

in faraway places for the first time. People are returning from summer vacations; and some are 

already planning the next vacation. For many navigating this time of change is unsettling and 

there is a desire for just one thing to be “like it always is.” It is during these times that we often 

look to our church to provide some sense of normal. A worship service where we share in 

hearing and saying the ancient words of old; the Word that first called creation into being. A time 

where we can hear the familiar songs; and see familiar faces; so we attend worship longing for 

what we know. But, then, you come to Zion and what do you find? Someone/something new and 

different. 

Greetings! I am Zion’s newly called pastor, Audrey Rydbom. I too have this longing for “what I 

know,” but what I am learning is what is familiar to me might be new to you and vice versa what 

is familiar to you might be different for me. Since I began this call August 1st, we are all in that 

mode of figuring out how we will be moving forward in ministry together. How we will worship; 

learn; live out our faith; and grow in our faith together and for each of us, that my mean 

“different” in some ways. 

What is important, during this time, is this one word, “together.” None of what we do, as a 

church, will be all what I want, or what you want, OR “the way we have always done it.” 

Church, broadly defined as all aspects of Zion’s ministry, will now evolve from prayerfully 

listening for the Holy Spirit to lead and guide, TOGETHER. 

God gives us the church to be in community with others; it is not about me it is about we. This 

community is created that together we will grow in faith through worship, study of scripture, and 

faithful living. In the midst of everything that is unsettled in our lives some things are already 

changing, one is that Pastor Stacey will now be the part-time youth and family director, primarily 

working with Zion’s high school youth. The faith formation committee has met and new 

curriculum has been selected that we hope is engaging for all ages. I have also found new 

confirmation curriculum. There has been some small changes in how we worship in which the 

whole body of Christ shares in the prayers; after all liturgy is the work of the people, not just the 

pastor. 



In the midst of the new that the Holy Spirit is guiding Zion to, however, I want you to remember: 

God who was, is and who always will be IS our constant. God’s Word is how we will center 

ourselves; God’s promise will be our hope. God remains no matter what else might change.            

 God remains the same God who created us in love, and loves us so greatly God treats us with 

grace and mercy rather than anger and destruction. God will call us to evaluate each change and 

make adjustments where need be. God will push us to evolve while remaining our source of 

stability. God will provide to us comfort and peace in God’s unchanging nature. 

Therefore, in the midst of what is new, I ask that you prayerfully consider each change and then share 

your thoughts with me. I want and need to hear from you. As a member of Zion your voice is needed if 

we are truly going to do ministry together. I look forward to meeting each and every one of you. 

In Christ, Pastor Audrey 

 


